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guiſn'd Judges, have been ſo fre- 
quently inſerted in all the Public 
Papers, that it is preſumed no one 
can be unacquainted with them, and 
therefore are thought needleſs here 
to be particulariz d: But that ſo uſe- 
ful a Work may be more univerſal- 
ly read (eſpecially by the younger 
and politer Sort of Ladies, for whom 


it is more peculiarly adapted) it is 


now printed in the above- mention'd 
Size, which will be leſs cumberſome 
to them, and the Expence being re- 


duced to one Half of what the Oc- _ 


tavo Edition ſells at, it may be more 
eaſily purchaſed.” 
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4 to the enſuing hiſtory, than a part of it. 
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CHAP. 
Contains the narrative of a very odd adventure, 
"but perfectly a*-pro-pos, tho" at preſent it may 
perhaps appear a little foreign to the buſineſs in 


band. 9 
CHAP. IE 

1s of flull more importance than the former, 28 
CHAP. IV. 

Will probably occaſion various conjectures on 

what is to come. 40 
. 

Is ſomewhat more explicit than the former, 30 
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Contains ſome things well worthy of being ſeriouſly 
attended to, by thoſe eſpecially for whoſe ſervice 
they are chiefly inſerted. 61 
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Contains 4 very notable Inſtance of friendſhip i 
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CHAP. XII. ; 


75 full of remarkable and intereſting particulars. 


Seems big with the promiſe of ſome mighty mat- 


HAN VR. - 
Mords freſh matter for edification to thoſe whe 


and in need of it, as well as entertainment to 


uch who do not. 
372 CHAP, VII. 11 


Hill occaſion various Jpeculations in the 3 tive 


reader. 
0 F. IN. 
Has ſomething in it of the marvellous. 98 
CHA?.-x 


Aﬀords but ſmall matter of entertainment ; yet, 
if well conjider'd, may be of ff ngular uſe to 
ſome readers, 10 


C HAP. XL 


8 r 
* PEI oe” - 3 2 N. SS N 3 Wr 8 Dr n 
FP ˙ AA ¶ꝗ A ]ĩ˙ 0 ̃⅛¾u;. . be” A a 56 
VVT RI LT TOR 1 IG - G a”; 
: DOONEY ONE ee a ES 2 ou Bins Rod iS od TO LA . 
ö 55 Bi 4 * 17 N n ; 
. 5 ; r 1 7 


* n Rr 8 
FP 
— * 5 wy” wo 3 505 


I 
CHAP. XIV. 4 


ters hereafter to be ogy to light. 147 
- CHAP. Xv. 


 Cimtains an txample that Prof a woman to bs tos 


good is not one e thoſe things which are impoſ- 


eee, N 255 
CHAP, 
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CONTENTS. Hi 


CH A: P. I. | 
Treats only on ſuch matters as it is highly probable 
ſame readers will be apt to ſay might have been 
recited in a more laconic manner, if not totally 
omitted; but as there are others, the author 
imagines © much the greater number, who may 
be of a different opinion, it is judged proper 
that the majority ſhould be obliged, 140 


CHAP. XVII. 
Mill in all likelihood appear, to the greateſt part 
F our readers, a good deal more intereſting 
than the former. | 182 


CHAP. XVII. 
Contains a brief account of Tenny's journey te 
Bath; and alſo gow paſſages which happen'd 


on her arrival there. 190 


3 CH A P.. AM FE 

Treats of many things, which the“ they may ſeem 
at preſent leſs affecting than ſome others, yet 
are very necefery for the reader. ta be ac- 
 quainted with, before we proceed farther into 
the hiſtory. | | 204 


CHAT Be 
Is taken up with a converſation of very great im- 
portance, . 211 


ff C HA r. . e421 
Gives an account of ſome paſſages, which, added 
to the former, affords our heroine much matter 
of diſcontent, 223 


CHAP. 


SOS. 


. .. 
Aﬀerds ſome very uſeful and exemplary hints te 

young perſons of bath ſexes ; which if they are 
1 Jhe better and wiſer for, it is wholly owing 
ot 


emſelves, and not the fault of the author, 
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CHAP, .AAH. hs 
Relates how, in the compaſs of an ro of er 


met with two ſurpriſing adventures of very 
different kinds ; and the manner in which he 


 bebaved in them, with ſome other no leſs extra- 
erdinary particulars, which the reader will 


doubtleſs be puzzled to know the meaning of. 


247 

CHAP. XXIV. * 
Contains ſome part of the hiſtory of the Furious 
firanger, as told by herſelf. | 257 


CH AP. XXV. 


Contains à continuation of mrs. 1g advin- 


tures. | 267 
HAP. XXVI. | 

Will gratify the reader's impatience with the con- 

"45 ng of mrs. M——'s hiftory ; and alſo with 

what effetts the recital of it produced in the 

minds of thoſe wha heard it, 277 
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May y more Ae be called. an Intro- 
duction to the Hain eng, than 
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= EMM and "PS 1 
A ſfamy, were originally diſ- 
| WP cended - irom two male 
9 branches of the ſame Fa- 
5 Imi, as it may be reaſon 
8 2>&y ably ſuppoſed, they both ##- 
— — the ſame name, and having the 
ſame eſcutchion; N to trace how far 
| Bt the 
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the relationſhip between them was remo- 
ved, would require much time and trouble 
in examining old records, memorandums, 
and church regiſters, and coſt more than 

the acquiſition would be worth, as it could 

not be found any way material to the 

©; (= habe ah, 


It ſhall therefore ſuffice to ſay, that 
Jemmy was the only ſon of a gentleman 
of a competent eſtate, and . ſole 
daughter and heireſs of a wealthy mer- 
chant; — that their parents had always 
called couſins, — had lived with each other 
in the moſt perfect friendſhip, the tokens 
of which each ſeemed equally defirons 7 
ſhould continue beyond the grave; and, to 
this end, reſolved on a marriage between 
their children, provided that when they ar 
rived at years of maturity, neither of them 


ſhould have any objection to ſuch an union. 


. 
RA 


As this agreement was very early made, 
and the accompliſhment of it was ſeri- 
ouſly wiſhed for by both parties, all ima- 
ginable care was faken to excite in the Þ 
children a mutual affection for each other, 
and to make the name of love familiar to 
them long before they knew what Was 
meant by the words, much leſs could have 
any notion of the paſſion, — depending on 
- this maxim of the poet A 

| Children, | 


en, 
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Children, like tender oziers, take the 

| bow, . 

And as they firſt are faſhon'd, ſtill will 
t grow. 


Jemmy, who had four years the ad- 
vantage of Jenny, was taught to call her 
his little wife, even while in her cradle, 
and Jenny no ſooner began to ſpeak than 
ſhe was made to ſay ſhe loved her huf- 
band Jemmy in her heart. 1 


As their years increas'd, and they be- 
came capable of receiving the firſt rudi - 
ments of education befitting their diffe- 
rent ſexes, Jemmy was ſent to Eton, and 
Jenny to a ee at a ſmall 
village not far from London; but to at- 
tone for this ſeparation, they were inſtruct- 
ed, by thoſe who had the care of them, 
to write little epiſtles to each other, 
which they dictated in terms ſuitable to 
their age and innocence, and ſerved to keep 
alive that ſpirit of affection, which had 
been inculcated in their more early in- 
fancy. — When the times of breaking up 
allowed them to return to their friends, 
they were ſeldom aſunder, — they par- 


took together all thoſe diverſions prepared 


tor them by their indulgent parents, and 
ſometimes Jemmy, and ſometimes Jenny, 
| 2 I WEFE 


* 


4, Te HISTORY of 
were at the head of the feaſt, — all others 


being but their invited gueſts. — Jemmy 
was continually preſenting Jenny with 


ſome curious new invented toy, and the 


firſt fruits of Jenny's handy work, was a 
fine embroider'd waiſtcoat and cap for 


Jemmy. | p 


Zy this means it became a 6 of 


d nature in them to love each other, 
the affection they began in infancy, grew 
up with their years 3 and it-wf at they felt 
as they approach'd nearer to maturity 
did not amount to a paſſion, it was at 
leaſt ſomewhat more than is ordinarily 
un. hepwees a brother and a liter | 


The two fathers, Worst, were highly 
eontentod with the effect their endeavours 
had produced in the hearts of their chil- 
dren, and doubted not but by the prudent 
meaſures had been taken in the cation 


of both, they ſhould one day ſee them 
male very ſhining figures in the ſtate of 


marriage, which they reſolved ſhould be 
delayed no longer than till Jemmy had 


arrived at the age of one and twenty, at 


which time Jenny would be ſome months 
2 ſeyenteen. wy 
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* But how uncertain is life! f — how fal- 


tibls the proſpects it preſents 1 — it often 
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Jemny and Jenny Iss uV. 5 
happens that when they ſeem moſt near, 
they either vaniſh of themſelves, or we 
are ſuddenly ſnatch'd from them: — the 
father of Jenny, though a man whole 
healthy conſtitution, according to all ap- 
pearance, promiſed a' much longer date, 
died in an apoplectic fit, and ſhe be- 
came an orphan three years before the 


time prefix'd for the completion of her 
marriage. 


This fatal accident muſt neceſſarily in- 
volve the tender and affectionate heart 
of this young girl in very great afflic- 
tion; but it was leſs ſeverely felt, as ſhe 


had always been bred to look on the fa- 


ther of Jemmy as a ſecond parent to 
herſelf ; — ſhe, therefore, heſitated not 
to commit the large fortune ſhe was eft 
miſtreſs of entirely to his care, and cheſe 
him for her guardian, according to the 
forms of law. N | 


Soon after her father's death, finding 
ſhe had attam'd all' thoſe accompliſh» 
ments: that could Be: taught her; in a 
boarding-ſchool, - ſhe removed from 
thence, and with the approbation of her 


guardian, went to live with a family 


where the had a much better oPportus 
nity of ſeeing the world, and knowing 
how to conform herſelf to the cuſtoms 

| B 3 and 
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and manners of it, than ever ſhe could 
have done by the preciſe rules obſerved 
in the place ſhe came from. 


Jemmy had ſome time before left E- 
ton, and was gone to Oxford, in order 


to finiſh his ſtudies ; but he obtain'd leave 


trom the head of the college to make 
frequent viſits to London, — induced 
thereto; by the double obligation of teſti- 
kying his duty to his father, and affection 
to his miſtreſs ; — to theſe two motives, 
a third, perhaps, might be added, equally 
prevalent with either of the former, — 
that of partaking the pleaſures of the 


town, of which he was no leſs fond, than 


moſt others of his ſex and age. 


; He was but uſt retur n'd to the uni- 
verſity, from whence he had made a 
t long excurſion, when he was ſud - 


enly  recall'd to London: — The old 


entleman was fſeiz'd with a pluretic 
tever, which, notwithſtanding all the 
remedies proper in ſuch caſes were ap- 

ly'd, made fo ſwift a progreſs towards 
fis heart, as threaten'd an immediate dif. 
ſolution ; — it indeed proved ſo, for tho? 
Jemmy, on the melancholy news, took 


horſe the ſame moment, and rode poſt 


to town, he arrived but juſt time enough 


20 
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Jeux and JENNY JESSAMY. 5 
to ſee This beſt of fathers breath his 


- laſt. 


The pangs of death were on him, yet 
were his ſenſes perfect; — on his ſon's ap- 
proach, a gleam of ſatisfaction diffuſed 
itſelf through all his late difordered fea- 
tures ; — he collected all the ſtrength that 


was left in him to raiſe himſelf a little, 


and taking hold of Jemmy's hand, and 
joining it to that of Jenny's, who ſat 
weeping by the bed fide, — My dear 


children, ſaid he, I regret the loſs of 


lite tor nothing ſo much as becauſe 1 
« ſhall be deprived of ſeeing that hap- 
« pineſs, which I hope you wilt ſoon en- 
joy together; — he would have added 
ſomething more, but his voice forſook 
him, and he expired that inſtant. 


Few young heirs look upon any thing 
as a real matter of affliction, which makes 


them maſters of themſelves and fortunes 3 


but Jemmy was of a different way of 
thinking, he had a great ſhare both of 
good ſenſe and good nature; and beſides 
what filial duty demanded from him, love 
and gratitude for the indulgence with 
which he had always been treated by his 
father, made him lament his loſs with 
the moſt unfeign'd and poignant ſorrow. 


834 Jenny 
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Jenny was alſo very deeply affected at 
this event; ſhe had been truly f ſible 
of the value ſne ought to ſet upon ſo 
faithful a. guardian, and ſo ſincere a 
friend ; and while ſhe uſed her endea- 
vours to give his fon ſome conſolation, 


ſtood in almoſt equal need of receiving 


it herſelt. 1 


The prudent old gentleman, tho' per- 
haps without any apprehenſions of being 
ſo near his end, had ſome months before 
made his will, by which it appeared, on 
examination, that he had appointed 
truſtees to manage both for his ba and 
intended daughter-in-law, in caſe he 
ſhould die before they arrived at the 
age of acting for themſelves, and alſo, 
that by his great ceconomy, he had ſaved 
_ - out of the -receipts of his eſtates ſeveral 
conſiderable ſums of money, which he 
had placed in the publick funds, — fo 
that Jemmy found himſelf in poſſeſſion 


of a much larger fortune than he had 


imagined, or had been made to hope for. 


Soon after the melancholy ſolemnity 
of the funeral was over, he returned to 
Oxford; but ſtay'd no longer there than 
was neceſſary to take a decent leave of 
the gentlemen of the college, and other 
r 4 | ſtudents 


*. 


*. * 


JEM and Jenny JeSAMY. g 
ſtudents with whom he had contracted 
the moſt iatimacy. Dorf 4:08 


1 But none of his friends or e 
tance, either wonder'd at, or condemned 
2 the haſte he made to quit the (univerſity, 
not doubting but the ſole mative of his 
doing ſo was the laudable affection for 
the lady intended to be his future bride. 
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Contains the narrative f a very odd 
ure, but perfettly: n pro. pos, 
tbo' ut preſent it may perhaps ap. 
ſos wn arte the Puſh in 
ban 3 1 


ix 3 IN Ge * t tires. that Jem- 
| ſtay d at rd, his fair mi 
fireſs 221 & it into her head to make a vi- 
lt to a friend in the country, about forme 
one or two and twenty miles diſtant from 
4 2 — where ſhe had received ſeveral 
4 —_— invitations to come, but Rad 
in hithe been prevented from complying: 
by one accident or other. , 


140434 FA id 4 #1 2035 15 A 66k 


eat B 5 This 


10 We HISTORY / 


Jenny had as great à regard as for any 
one of her 4 acquaintance; — they 


had received part of their education to- 


gether, and tho* Sophia, for ſo ſhe was 


called, being ſomewhat older than Jenny, 


had much ſooner left the ſchool, yet 
their intimacy was not broke off by this 
aration, and they continued to ſee 
each other as often as opportunity per- 
mitted; — but the brother of Sophia, 


who was a batchelor, having prevail'd 


with his ſiſter to come down, and take 
upon her the management of his houſe, 
had now occaſioned between theſe ladies an 
abſence for many months. 


It is not, therefore, to be doubted, but 
that Jenny found herſelf very ſincerely 
welcome. — Sophia omittęd nothing that 
might convince her that ſhe was io ; — 
and as nothing more truly demonſtrates 
the cordiality of the heart, than an oper 
and undiſguiſed behaviour, theſe ladies 
reciprocally related to each other all 
the little accidents that had befallen ei- 
ther of them ſince laſt they parted. 

Among other things that Sophia com- 
municated to her fair gueſt, ſhe told her 
that her brother was about marrying, and 


at preſent was in 3 


This was à young lady, for whom 


Jemmy and JENNY JESAMY. 11 
his addreſſes for that purpoſe, to a young 
lady of condition, which, ſaid ſhe, 
6 it he ſucceeds in, I ſhall not long be a 
« reſident in the country, as he then will 
have no farther occaſion for my aſſiſt- 
< ance, nor ſhould I chuſe to continue 
the houſe with a lifter-in-law, 


© I ſincerely . wiſh him all the happiy 
© neſs he can hope for, replyed Jenny, 
not only as he is your brother, but for 
© his own fake allo, — ſince I believe 
there are few men who deſerve more: 
© —we are both extremely obliged 3 
my dear, returned the other, bur I 


. e 


She was going on with ſomething, 
which it is likely would havelet Jenny into 
the quality and character of the intend- 
ed bride, but was interrupted by a ſer- 
vant, who came haſtily into-the room, and 
told her that his maſter was juſt alight- 
ed at the gate, out of a landau and fix, 
and had brought a OY home 
with (holed. 


« Bleſs me, cried Sophia, in a great 
* ſurpriſe, the we were ſpeaking of 
is certainly completed; but come, con- 


Itinued ſhe, let us go dowb to receive 


* NN and be convinced. . 
B 6 Is 


* 
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In ſpeaking. theſe words ſhe took Ten- 
ny by- the hand, in order LO do as ſhe had 
aid, but was prevented by the ſight of 
ber brother and the miſtreſs of his affec- 
tions, who: had come laughing up, and 
were already on the top of the ſtair-caſe ; 
on which ſhe retired ſome paces back to 
give them room to enter. 8 


This gentleman, whom I ſhall diſtinguiſh 
hy the name of Rodophil, immediately 
Preſented - Sophia to the lady, ſaying, 
This, madam, is the ſiſter I have often 
mentioned to you:“ they then ſaluted 
each other with a great deal of politeneſs, 
While he paid his compliments to Jenny; 
but had no ſooner done ſo, than turning 
tes Sophia, I am come a little unex- 


< pectedly upon you, ſiſter, ſaid he; but, 


Ito make amends, have brought home a 
* lady, who will be ſo good to take off 
<, your hands che trouble of managing my 
r 


* 
30 


© 1 am very ready to reſign my place, 
reply'd ſhe with a ſmile, to one who, 
I doubt not, but will much better fit 
Hit; but fir, purſued; ſhe in the fame 
Aga air, 1: thipk- your ſhould: have put 


4:46 in my power to have given you the 
< laſt caſt of my ofliee, in à more ele- 
] N 4 


„ gant 


n n N . E : — 
ha * „ c S 2 2 
, r OO, NN EE ITe as 

« N e vn MET DU — — &; 8 4 4 E 


4 mw 4 
1 « * 
8 _ 


bi. 

* 

„ & 

* 3.” 

4 8 
„ 

- * 

„ 

9 7 

- 
* 
2 
3 
* 
2 
SY” 
* 5 
5 
0 
28 

* 

Go 

l 

N 

TE 
45 

4 | 

_— 

* 
« 

* 

* 

TS 

+ ahh 
_ 
Ws - 

9 ay 

24 
2 
* 

4 

9 

N. 

2 
x 

(+ 

38 

1.4% 
$ 
Py” 

1 80 

- LA 

5 i 

*. 38 
”: 2 

Ce 

% JIA 

* 
284 
. 
\ 

FA ö 
3 
by 
is * 


7 * 
* 
* 4 
7 
4 
*A 5 
2 
2 A 
4 
4 
4. 
5 
4 3 
{4 
1 
en 
. 
#5, b 
"+ 
7 
4 
+ 
1 
11 
4 
3 
* 
F. 
9 
#8 
@ 
"5 
HE 
5 * 4 
5 
2550 
. 

7 £ 
1 
ä 

1 2 
= 
a4 
5 
4 
A 
8 
5 
1 
2 
J, 
24 


2 
e * 
CE; r 


. ris e 
* 1 p = . 


+ 
OM eee eee a eee e IIS 56 MI % py 
— a > px WM Php. 


JAN and JENNY JESAMY. 13 


* gant manner, than I am now capable 
9 of doing in this ſudden ſurpriſe.” 


5 Nay, as to that matter, child,” cried 


the lady in a very familiar, and indeed, 
ſomewhat of a hoydeniſh tone, you have 


> 
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„% — «„ „ „ „ 


C 


* 
8 
M5 
* 
E 


i 
* 


nothing to accuſe him of on this ac- 


count, for J aſſure you neither of us 


thought of being here to-night, two 


hours before we ſet out from London 
but I know not how it happen'd, but 
we were both in a frolickſome humour; 
he ſwore he would have me, and 1 
{wore if he had, he ſhould run away 
with me ; —the impudent thing took 
me at my word, — ſent in a minute for 


a Landau and fix, — thruſt me into it, 


and hurried me away without any far- 
ther r than Juſt as you ſee. 


1 hen the ceremony is not yet per⸗ 
torm'd,“ ſaid Sophia; No, reply*d her 
brother, but I hope to-morrow morn- 
ing will put a final end to my ſuſ- 
pence, ang) make me happy in my ut- 
moſt-wiſhes; What fayyou, madam, 
FR he to the lady, — ſhall it not 
be ſo ? What occaſion has the man to 
atk any queſtions!' — an{werey ſhe, 


Patting him on the check, You have 


got me into your poſſeſſion here, ang 
1 even do with me what you i 


I 
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the neceſſary orders for preparing ſup- 
per, which, in ſpite of her being taken 


that ſhew' d there was little need of the 


apology had ſhe made on the firſt entrance 
of her new gueſt. 


Nothing was wanting to complete the 
elegance of the table, but a little more 
politeneſs of behaviour in the perſon, for 
whom chiefly. ſuch care had been taken 
in furniſhing it;— but, tho' ſhe was the 
daughter of a nobleman, and could not 
fail of having had an education ſuitable 
to her birth, yet the pride of blood, — 
the inſolence of flatter*d beauty, and the 
vanity of imagining, that ſhe could do 
nothing unbecoming in her, made her 
act and talk in ſo affected, and ſo odd 
a faſhion, as greatly defaced all the charms 
ſhe had received from nature. 


« ſhe cry; I wonder what it is I like you 
for; then rejoin'd with the ſame breath, 
well, you are a dear bewitching toad, 
however; one moment ſhe would puſh 
> him from her, ſwearing ſhe hated him, — 

the next pull him tuwards her, proteſti 

be could not be too near; — her diſco! 


14 . 


—— 


Soon after this Sophia withdrew, to give 


10 unawares, was ſerved up in a manner 


ou are very ugly, Rodophil, would 


8 
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do the ladies was alſo of the ſame piece: 


F ſhe told Sophia, ſhe had a pair of fine 


eyes, but did not look as if ſhe knew 
22 ſhe had any ſuch things in her head; and 
laaugh'd at Jenny, as having reaſon to 
da accuſe nature for not having endued her 
with the talent of clocution. 


Jenny, indeed, fpoke- but little the 


whole evening; but as her ſilence was oc- 
caſioned only by the other's exceſs of vo- 


lubility, the uſual vivacity of her tem- 
py was rous'd by this reproach, and 
E | reply d, with ſome tartneſs, Madam, 
3 < if Sophia and myfelf were half fo con- 
Z © ſcious as your ladyſhip ſeems to be, of 


having every thing we ſaid approv'd 


= < of, we ſhould certainly be all fpeakers 
= * and no hearers, and conſequently this 
3 © gentleman here be in danger of loſing 
= * one of his ſenſes, if a man in love can 
b be ſuppoſed to have any.“ 


The lady, in fpite of all the aſſurance 
ſme was poſſeſsꝰd of, could not avoid ap- 
pʒäearing a little diſconcerted at what Jenny 
had ſaid; — Rodophil perceiving it, 
thought bimſelf obliged, as a lover, to 


WM wake up the word, and turning to Jenny; 


Madam, faid he to her, the man who 
* has the honour to be capable of diſtin- 


* © guiſhing the perfections of ry 


— — — = 
— — —em 
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— 


muſt certainly be ſuppoſed to have no 
< ' ſenſes tor any thing but her.” 


Jenny made; no other reply to this, 
than that ſhe doubted; not but his paſſion 
was worthy of the object that inſpired it; 
and, after a few hours paſt in a conver- 
ſation not material enough to be repeat- 
ed, Sophia conducted the miſtreſs of her 
brother to an apartment ſhe had cauſed 
to be got ready for her; and, through re- 


ſpect to him, waited in the room till ſhe | 


ou ſeen her into bed. 


* 


Jong having always rok a ſhaves with 


Sophia in the-fame bed, when they were 


together at the boarding - ſchool, would 
nat hear of ſleeping apart from her du- 
ring the time ſhe ſtay d in the country, 
not only to avoid giving any unneceſſary 
trouble to the family, but alſo becauſe 
ſhe was willing to. loſe. as little of her 
comp as po __ 
220171678; oot1 1: [1 

Though the night ; ab pretty far a. 
vanced when:the jadies went into "their 
chamber, neither of them had the power 
to cloſe their eyes without diſcovering to 
the other ſome part of their ſentiments 

in relation to hank intended beide.“ N Wop 
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ſuffer herſelf to be conducted in ſo odd 
a manner by a gentleman to his country 
ſcat, and that ſne ſnould behave towards 
him in ſo affected, and indeed ſo confi- 
dent a faſhion, in the preſence of two per- 
ſons of her own ſex, whom ſhe had ne- 
ver ſeen before, had ſomething in it ſo 
new, and ſo ſtrange to them, that they 
could not well find words to exprets their 
aſtoniſhment. | 


It muſt certainly be an exceſs of 
love, ſaid Jenny, that can oblige a 
man of Rodophil's good underſtanding 
do bear with ſuch extravagancies in the 
woman he makes choice of for a 
Wife.“ 

As for love,” replied hi onde g I 
believe that is quite out of the queſtion ; 
I think I may be pretty poſitive, from 
a thouſand —— ances, that my bro- 
ther is neither charmed with the beau- 
ties of her perſon, nor blind 'to the fol- 
lies of her temper ; — but he ima- 
| giges, — how rightly I cannot as yet 
1 take upon me to determine, that her 
fortune, her birth, and the intereſt of 
ber family will Pn I tor all other 
« deficiencies.” | 


TG 


KS K K K a „ 


an Women; for the moſt part, are but tov 
Juſtly accuſed of. being ſevere on the foi- 
1 bles 


- 
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bles of each other; and ſome will have 
it, that they even take a malicious plea- 
ſure in finding ſomething to condemn; 
but it was not by this propenſity that 

1 either of theſe ladies were inſtigated; — 

i the one, who loved her brother extremely, 
was ſorry and aſhamed at having obſerv'd 
FF} ſuch errors in a woman who was to be 


1 his partner for life; — and the other, more 
. ll through good-nature than the contrary, 
1 was vexed when any b. en for cen- 
bre preſented itſelf. | 


Rodophil, however, full of the thoughts 
of being a bridegroom, quitted his bed 
much ſooner than he was! accuſtomed to 
do, and went to a neighbouring clergy- 
man, who having licences always ready 
by him, got one immediately fill'd up 
with the two parties names; and as the 
thing was to be private, promis*d to bring 
a friend with him, who ſhould officiate 
in giving. the lady's hand. | 


Sophia alſo roſe very early hag morn- 
ing, being willing, in ſpite of her diſlike 
to this match, to do it all the honour in 
her power, and that the ſhortneſs of the 
time would admit he... 

f 0 

None of the family were au gards on 

* occaſion, — all PR in their ſe- Fl * 


veral 
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veral ſtations alert and chearſul; ſpright- 
lineſs ſat on every face, excepting that 
of the intended bride; but never was 
there ſo ſtrange, — ſo ſudden a trani- 
formation in any one perſon, — ſhe that 
had the evening before been ſo wildly 
gay and volatile, even to a ridiculous 
exceſs, was now become quite moped and 
2 ſtupid ; — twice had Sophia been in her 
chamber before ſhe could prevail on her 
to leave it and come down ſtairs ; and 
when Rodophil accoſted her with the 
23 uv: ual ſalutation of the morning, and told 
2 her it was the happieſt he had ever ſeen, 
2 the made no anſwer, nor ſcarce vouch- 
lated to look upon him. 


A Y — OV * 
EPL * * oo ͤ Rx 
r . 
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On the ſight of the clergyman and his 
friend, who came exactly at the time they 
were expected by Rodophil ; — What is 
all this for ? ſaid ſhe ſullenly ;— I won't 
be married: — Not married, madam, 
— cried Rodophil, you are not cer-. 
X < tainly in earneſt : — Indeed, but I am, 
Xx © — 1o pray let the parſon go abour 
his buſineſs ; lor he has none with me 
at this time. ? 


What is it you mean? madam,” — 
demanded Rodophil, ſo much confound- 
ed that he could ſcarce utter theſe few 
words: — © I have told you, anſwered 

. ſhe, 
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« ſhe, that 1 won't be married, — ar 


© leaſt at preſent ; therefore ſend away 
s the man. 


1 am Cs fir,” aid the reverend 
divine, — © that you did not take care 
ta be better acquainted with the lady's 
* mind before you gave us the trouble 
of waiting on you ;* — and, with theſe 
words, went haſtily out of the room, 


followed by the gentleman he had brought . 


with him, equally alfontod as furpriz'd. 


Rodophil went after them, to make 
the beſt apology he could for the caprice, 
as he then imagined it, of the tady's hu- 
mour: — Sophia and Jenny were all 
this time in ſuch a conſternation, that 
they could only look ſometimes on the 
perſon who had occaſioned it, and ſome- 


times on each other, without being able 


i on 2 angie — 3 


0 
1 of 


Rodophil returm d, and wit a coun- | 


tenance which teſtity d d the reſentment 
of his heart, — Madam, ſaid he to the 


lady, — © what have I done to deſerve 


that you ſhould treat me in this man- 
ner? What motive could induce you 
to render me the JF of the whole 


Mera al 


" 
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© If you thought me unworthy of the 
« honour I ſolicited,' — purſued he, — 
« wherefore did you encourzge me to 
hope it? — aſſign at leaſt ſome reaſon 
gf;ũor ſo ſtrange à reverſe in your beha- 
Z < viour towards me.“ — Theſe queſtions, 
and ſeveral others to the ſame purpoſe, 
being repeated over and over, ſhe a: laſt 
reply'd, — that ſhe would ſatisfy him, 
but no body elſe. 


XZ Sophia, on hearing this, ſtarted imme- 
= diately from her ſeat, crying: — Oh, 
XZ < madam, we will be no hindrance to 
the eclairciſement my brother has ſo 
much right to expect;' — in {peaking 
this ſhe left them together, taking Jenny 
with her. i 


Her curioſity was, however, raiſed to 

a pitch too high not to inſpire her with 
an eagerneſs to be one of the firſt at the 
explanation of this myſtery, — it preſeht- 
ly came into her head, that there was 4 
cloſet Which opened from the paſſage, 
and was divided from the room where 
Rodophil and the lady were but by a 
tkin partition, and gueſſing her friend's 
impatience by her own, they both went 
together, as ſoftly as poſſible, into this lit- 
tle receſs, where, putting their ears cloſe 
| to 


—— 2 — — 
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to the pannel of the wainſcot, they could. | 
eaſily diſtinguiſh what diſcourſe paſſed on 
the other fide. | 4 


As in reaching this place, they were ob- 1 ; 
liged to take a circuit through a ae, 
of a pretty large extent, they loſt ſome 
part of what had been ſaid, but axrived B 
timely enough to be witneſſes of the 
main point, and to which all that had 
paſs*d before could have been only che J 
prelude. | 


__«* Married ff — 33 hea! d Redoptl 
cry, with a voice ſonorous enough to 
have been audible at a much greater 
diſtance, — death and furies, — when, 
« where, — to whom {—You have no oc- 
© caſion, — replied the lady, . to put A 

« yourſelf into this violent agitation, — | 
* 1 dare ſay I may be ealily unmarricd þ 


© again. 


« Confuſion,  rejoin'd Rodophil, — „ 
© what trifling is here] married, — and 
may be eaſily unmarried again; — tor 
heayen'sſake, madam, explain the mean- , 
ing of all this, if there be really — 
+. meaning in what you ſay ? 


e 


« Fare a little patience,” — -eplical 


the, — © I will tell you every thing : _ 
you 


6 
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you muſt know, that captain La Val, 
perſuaded me one day to go with him 
to May-Fair Chapel, — where a man 
in a black coat read ſomething over to 
us, — it was the marriage ceremony J 
think ; — for my part, I did nothing 
but laugh all the time, yet the creature 
- has ever ſince taken it into-his head to 
imagine I am his wife. 


r 


Very likely, indeed, ſaid Rodophil 
ſcornfully, — © and what followed? — 
Nay, what ſignifies what followed, cried 
ſhe, the bulineſs is to get this fooliſh 
marriage diſſolved ; which I think may 
eaſily be done, eſpecially as there were 
no witneſſes, and we now heartily hate 
one another. — Were theſe always your 
ſentiments ? —demanded Rodophil ; 
No, anſwer'd ſhe, — he pretended a 
furious paſſion for me, and I lik*d him 
well enough, — but he is now as indif- 
ferent as moſt other huſbands, and I 
have never been able to endure him ſince 
I came acquainted with you ; — there- 
fore, my dear "0142 1 me to 
get quite rid of him. 


u N..-m $ 


As how pray 2 — fd he: — Oh, 
= © I have contrived the means,. nn 
he, — you muſt ſend him a challenge, 
ed I know he does not love fighting, _— 


* 
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« he has made two cainpaigns, and I be- 
© lieve will be glad to relinquiſh. me ra- 


ther than come to tilt- Work; — bur if 


© he ſhould venture, you will certainly 
© have the better; for. I am told he does 
* not underſtand the fword,. 


I am highly obliged to you, madam, 
« reply'd he, with the extremeſt diſdain, 
for the undertaking you would engage 
me in; — but really it is not my hu- 
* mour to riſque my own throat, or at- 
tempt cutting that of another man's, 
in the hope of becoming maſter of his 

property; and am fo far from envying 
« the good fortune of my rival, that F 


* wiſh him all the happineſs a man can 


« enjoy with a lady of your conſummate 
6 virtue and clerecien. 


0 Ungrateful creature, cried ſhe, burſt- 


ing into tears, is this the love you 
© have profeſs'd for me, or a recompence 
© for the proofs you have receiv'd of 
— replied he, 
ſtil! more contemptuo « you will find 
I know how to ſet a zul value on ſuch 
love as yours, the landau that brought 
dus is not yet return'd, and is at your 
© ſervice to conduct you to your huſband's 

5 "ne, 4 or ? whete-over you think Fache 
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On this ſhe call'd him monſter,— vil- 
lain, and all the names that rage and 
Z diſappointment could ſuggeſt ; — but he, 
little regarding what ſhe ſaid, rung the 
bell for a ſervant, and order'd the landau 
Z ſhould be immediatly brought. — Our 
fair eve-droppers thought this a proper 
cue for enterance, and came forth from 
their concealment : — © Siſter, ſaid Ro- 
XZ <« dophil, I leave you to tak: care of this 
lady, who ſeems a little diſorder'd ; — 
J kam going out. 


Sophia, after her brother had left 
the room, began to ſay ſome civil things, 
in order to moderate the diſtraction ſhe 
appeared in; but ſhe anſwer'd not a word; 
and, as ſoon as the landau was at the 
gate, flung herſelf into it without any 
f farther ceremony: — but what effect her 

behaviour had on the minds of thoſe ſhe 
left behind, the reader will preſently diſ- 
cover. 


CHAP, III. 


Is of till more importance than the 
former. 


HOUGH Rodophil, as Sophia 
had told Jenny, was not poſleſs'd of 
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any real paſſion for this capricious lady, 
and had been inſtigated merely by the 
proſpect of advantage to make his ad- 
dreſſes to her, yet was he ſo much cha- 
grin'd at being expoſed, by her folly, to 
the ridicule of the neighbourhood, from 
the thought it could not be kept a ſe- 
cret, that he went directly to the houſe 
of an intimate friend, and would not be 
revailed upon to return to his own for 


a conſiderable time. | 2 


As for the two young ladies, the con- 
ſternation they were in at what they had 
ſeen and heard, is not to be deſcrib'd; — RX 
nothing but the conviction of their own 8 
ſenſes, could have made either of them 
believe it poſſible, that a perſon, ſuch as 
had juſt now left them, could have acted 
in the manner ſhe had done, * 


The diſcourſe they had together, after 
ſhe was gone, was ſuitable to the occa- 8 
fron. — I know, — faid Sophia, — that 
there are ſome men who have ſo much 
vanity and aſſurance, that they will take 
no denial, nor quit their pretenſions 
without ſome extraordinary method be 
tiken to compel them to it; but I can il 
aſſure you this was not the caſe with 
my brother; — I have very good rea- 
ſons to believe ſhe made him the firſt 
* advances ; and am certain, that if the W 
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did not, ſhe at leaſt highly encouraged 
his addreſſes. | | 

© That you may not think, — con- 
tinued ſhe, — that I am excited to 
ſpeak in this faſhion through the natu- 
ral affection to my brother, I will ſhew 
you a letter, which he happening to 
drop, I took up, and never return'd ; 
becaule I was unwilling to let him 
know I had ſeen it.” 


" We Wer ks 0 


* 


In ſpeaking theſe words ſhe took a 
paper out of her pocket, and put into 
Jenny's hands, which the young lady 
# haſtily opening found the contents as 
follow: 


To * K K 4 K * * Eſq ; 


* 1 have had a thouſand lovers, but ne- 

A ver found one ſo eaſily repuls'd; — 
if you had lov'd me with half that 
violent paſſion you pretended, you 
would have remember'd what the poet 
% makes Jupiter ſay of our ſex, 
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I gave them but one tongue to form 
denials, 

And two fine eyes to yield a kind com- 
pliance. 
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C Mine muſt have been very unintel- 
& ligible indeed, if they did not inform 
& you that my heart was far from be- 
ce ing diſpleaſed at the fine things you 
« ſajd to me; — Were you then to take 
c it for granted, that I did not like you 
» becauſe I told you fo, and gallop im- 
&« mediately out of town, as it abſolute- 
ly deſpairing ever to obtain me? — 
& Fajnt-hearted creature! — I pity your 
& want of ſpirit ; — a man of courage 
ce would have been more enflam'd by 
“ reſiſtance, and never given over till 


* he had gained his point. 


I know this is going a great length, 
© and may encourage you to boldneſſes, 
« which, perhaps, 1 ſhould not be very 
& ready to forgive; but JI have ſaid it, 
* and do not think it worth while to 
„ ſpoil another piece of paper with wri- 
<« ting to you in a different manner, fo 
<« you muſt put what conſtruction you 
« pleaſe upon words: if you venture 
% to town again upon the receipt of 
& this, it is poſſible you will have no 


« reaſon to repent your journey; but 1 
% promiſe nothing further, than that it 
* depends entirely on yourſelf to continue 


in the good graces of 
| * * * * 


« P, 8. 
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« P. S. I have made an appointment 
« with ſome ladies to go to Vaux- 
« Hall the day after to-morrow ;— 
« they will have all their pretty fel- 
© lows wich them, and if you come 
% time enough, I ſhould chuſe ra- 
ce ther that you ſhould ſquire me 
“ thither than any other man of 
„ my acquaintance. — Adieu. 


** 


Upon this ſummons, — ſaid Sophia, 
— my brother went directly to London, 
* and you may ſuppoſe met with no un- 
kind reception from the lady, by what 
you have been witneſs of.“ 


Tes, my dear, — cried Jenny, — I 
have, indeed, been witneſs of much mere 
than I could ever have imagined in 
woman, much leſs in any one who pre- 
* tends to the leaſt ſhare of honour o 
* reputation.” | 


This adventure, it is certain, had made 

a very extraordinary impreſſion on - the 
mind of that young beauty, — ſhe had 
a ſtrong diſcernment, and an uncommon 
quickneſs of apprehenſion, — ſhe had 
caſily diſcover'd, that the lady they were 
ſpeaking of, tho* vain and affected to an 
excels, wanted not wit, but judgment, 
"SY 4 and 


30 The HISTORY e 
and that the errors of her conduct, in re- 
gard to La Val and Rodophil, were not 


_ owing ſo much to her folly, as to the 


inconſtancy of her nature. 


* 


* Who can be aſſur'd, As ſaid ſhe 
within herfelf, till experience convinces 
them, that they themſelves may not be 


* guilty of the ſame irregularity of hu- 


o 


£ 
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mour, tho? their prudence, and the fears 
of cenſure may keep them from ex- 
poſing the weakneſs of their reſolution! 
— We all of us are liable to change in 
trifling matters, and frequently deſpiſe | 
to-morrow what we lik'd to-day ; — I | 
fee no reaſon, therefore, that we have to 
depend on our own hearts in things of 
the greateſt importance.“ 


Jenny could not, in ſpite of the gaiety 


of her temper, forbear falling into little 
reſveries of this nature, whenever ſhe 
conſider'd herſelf as entering into a ſtate, 
from which there is no relief but the 
grave; or, what to a woman of any deli- 
cacy, is yet worſe, — a divorcement. 


She could not keep herſelf from utter- 
ing ſome part of her thoughts on this 
ſubject to Sophia; * Inconſtancy, replied 

ſhe, is certainly a very great weak- 
$s neſs ; yet what ſecurity cant 


given by 
the 


— 
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the wiſeſt of us all, that we never ſhall 
be guilty of it? — it is an involuntary 
error; the effect of a ſudden object, 
that when we leaſt think of ir, ſtrikes 
upon the ſenſes, — confounds the un- 
derſtanding, and leads the inclination 
aſtray, before people well know what 
they are doing. 
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Since it is fo, — ſaid Jenny, — ard 
may as well happen after marriage as 
betore, I think it is beſt not to marry at 
all, as the conſequences of ſuch an ac- 
cident would then be terrible indeed. 
Then you would chuſe to avoid a cer - 
tain good, — cried Sophia, laughing, 
— rather than run the riſque of falling 
into an uncertain evil ? — but I do not 
regard what you ſay on this head, — 
we may tal< as we will, but when it 
comes to the point, we ſhall do Juſt as 
nature prompts.” 


Thus did the odd event of Rodophil's 
courtſhip furniſh out both ſerious and 
| pleaſant matter of converſation for theſe 
two ladies while they continued together; 
— but Jenny, who had not intended her 
viſit ſhould be long, took her leave on 
the third day, and return'd to London, 
— where a ſecond diſcovery fell in her- 
| way, which greatly corrobrated thoſe ſen- 

| C4 timents 
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timents which the firſt had begun to inſpire 
her with. 


There are few milliners of more repu- 
tation in their way among the beau 
monde than mrs. Frill ; — Jenny had 
been her cuſtomer ever ſince ſhe had left 
her boarding-ſchool, and happening now 
to go to her ſhop for ſome things ſhe 
wanted, found her behind the counter 
very buſy, and buſtling among her ſhelves X 
and band-boxes, — a thing very extra- 
ordinary with her, as ſhe was pretty far 
advanced in years, — was infirm, and = 
had always kept an extremely adroit 

ſhop-maid, who was uſed to take the 

trouble of the moſt part of the buſineſs | 
off her hands. : = 


< Bleſs me, — cried Jenny, — *tis | 
© a kind of prodigy to ice you below 
c ſtairs, — eſpecially at this time in the 
morning; — pray where is mrs. Becky, | 
« that you are obliged to fatigue your- 
« ſelf in this manner ? | 1 


Ah, miſs Jeſſamy,* — replyed ſhe, | 
puffing and blowing like a pair of bel- 
be that has loſt its wind, — Becky 
« has play'd the fool with herſelf, — ſhe | 
© has left me, and is gone into keeping. 


Into keeping,“ — cried Jenny! — 14 
f e ee 
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ſhould never have ſuſpected it; — I 
thought mrs. Becky had been defended 
by the plainneſs of her perſon as well 
as by her virtue, from all attacks of 
that nature: — but pray who is the 
man? — I was of your opinion, — 
ſaid mrs. Frill, — but fir J— *** has 
found charms in her, and ſhe in him; 
— he has taken fine lodgings for. her, 
and they are almoſt always together.“ 


„ WET Me: te ↄ , as 9 ⁰ . h 


She had no ſooner mentioned the name 
of fir I— ***, than Jenny burſt into ex- 
clamations; — ſhe knew very well that 
he had loved, to the moſt romantic height 


the lady who was now his wife; — that 


he had not been 'marry'd to her more 
months than it had coſt him years of 
courtſhip to obtain her; — that ſhe was 
a perſon whofe beauty, =- accompliſh- 
ments, — virtue and good nature ren- 
dered her every way deſerving of all the 
affection he had profeſs'd for her, — and 
now to. hear he had ſo early falſify'd his 
vows, ſeem'd a thing ſo ſtrange, — ſo 
incredible, that ſhe could ſcarce believe 
her ears, or that mrs. Frill was not miſ- 
taken in what ſhe ſaid; — ſhe aſked over 
and over if ſhe was ſure the thing was 
true, and deſir'd her to repeat all the 
particulars ſhe knew concerning this ſur- 

C5 _  priſfing 
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priſing affair; — to which the other com- 
ply'd in theſe terms: 


* You muſt know, madam, ſaid ſhe, 
that I had a very curious french capu- 
chin, — never was there a greater beau- 
ty of its kind, — it was wrought by a 
nun of quality to be diſpofed of for 
the benefit of the poor ; ſcarce a flower 
that grows but was repreſented in their 
proper colours, intermix'd with gold 
and filver ; — I ſhew'd it to ſuch of 
my cuſtomers as I thought moſt likely 
to be the purchaſers, — they all ad- 
mired it, but did not care to give the 

rice, tho' nothing ever was ſo cheap; | 
for I aſked no more than fifty guineas ; 

— but the truth is, moſt of them had 
loſt a great deal of their money at play, 
and you know, madam, that makes il! 
for us trades-people, — I had kept it | 
'© above a week, and fearing it would be | 
* blow'd upon, propoſed a raffle, and 
got ten ladies to ſubſcribe five guineas 
a: piece; but when the day came ap- 
pointed to decide to whoſe lot the prize 
» ſhould fall, one of them ſent me word 
+ ſhe had changed her mind, and could 

not come. | | 
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This a little vexd me, — continued 
* ſhe ; —but rather than loſe all, was de- 
"I | « termined 


* 
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* termined to make up the deficiency my- 
* ſelf, when luckily this very fir J — *** 
© ſtept in; — as he was a married man, 
< I ventured to aſk him if he would not 
try his fortune for a preſent to his lady; 
* — he readily agreed, and in fine won 
it; — ] offer*d to ſend it home, but he 
told me I need not give myſelf that 
trouble, for his man ſhould call for it 
the next day, which Becky told me 
he did; but you will find by the ſequel 
that he intended no ſuch thing. 


About a week after, as near as I can 
remember, went ſhe on, — this au- 
« dacious young huſſy pretended to go 
© on a viſit to a relation, but came not 
home the whole night; which very 
much ſurpriſed me, and as ſhe never 
had been guilty of the like before, made 
me fear ſome accident had befallen her; 
but the next morning I received a let- 
ter from her, which I will read to you.“ 


In ſpeaking theſe words, ſhe took a 
paper out of her pocket, and read theſe 


lines: 3 


To Mrs. FRiLL, 


„ Mapan, 


40 ſervice in ſo clandeſtine a manner; 


10 1 beg your pardon for quitting your 
S6 = 


— 


AY 
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„but I had an offer which JI did not 
„think proper to refuſe ; —I have a 
* quarter*s wages in your hands, and that, 
„ hope, will make amends for my go- 
„ ing without warning: — pray be fo 
good to ſend my box by the bearer.— 
dan, | 


« MaADaM, 
e your humble ſervant, 4 

« to command, 1 

1 REBECCA TRIP. 


I was very much amaz'd, as you may 
eaſily believe, — reſumed ſhe, — at 
the impertinence of the creature in 
writing to me in this manner; how- 
ever, had preſence of mind enough to 
aſk- the porter from whence he brought 
the letter, and he readily told me from 
one madam Trip, in South-Audley- 
Street; — on which I preſently gueſs*d | 
her ſituation, though not the perſon 
who had occaſioned this change in it. 
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© But I continued not long in this 
ſuſpence, — purſued ſhe, — one of 
the ladies, who had been fo unfortu- 
nate to loſe her five pieces at the raffle, 
told me-ſhe had met her in the mall, 
| | s dreſis'd 


9 
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Lngreſs'd in a very rich brocade ſhort ſack 
and petticoat, and that very capuchin 
TW < fir — *** had won; and J ſoon after 
heard, by one who is acquainted with 
the perſon at whoſe houſe ſhe lodges, 
that ſhe paſſes there for a relation. of 
that gentleman's, and that he viſits her 
every day.* *' 5 
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Mrs. Frill had juſt finiſh'd this little 
narrative when a lady came into her ſhop, 
— after the uſual compliment, — I have 
« been juſt giving, — faid mrs. Frill to 
her, — this young lady an account of 
the change of Becky's circumſtances. ; 
and I aſſure your ladyſhip have had much 
ado to make her believe the veracity 


0 
6 
0 
of it. — I am ſenſible, — reply'd Jen- 
E 
0 


* 


ny, — that things of this nature too 
frequently happen; — but I confeſs, 
that to find a man who loved to that 
degree fir J— *** has done, ſhould 
act in ſuch a manner is very aſtoniſh- 
ing to me. * 


For my part, — ſaid the lady, — I 
ſee nothing aitoniſhing in it, except 
his want of taſte, — for as to his keep- 
ing a miſtreſs, it could not be expected 
to be otherwiſe; that woman is a fool 
who thinks to keep a pretty fellow: to 
« herſelf in a town like this; — tis true 

pin 2 


a «a M a 8 


: 


233 The HISTORY of 


« his wife is a very fine woman, — but 
he has had her, and variety has its 
* charms for us all. | 


In ſome things it may, madam, — 
© anſwer'd Jenny, — yet I cannot help 
thinking that inconſtancy, either in 
man or woman, argues a very weak 
mind. — Lord, miſs, you talk like one 
that knows nothing of the world, — 
« cry'd the other, — I have been married 
© theſe three years, and am wife by expe- 
© rjience; — It is not in nature for two 
* perſons always to be pleaſing to each 
other; — but if you will not take my 
* word for it, I hope you will believe Cow- 
* ley, who was certainly as great a judge 
© of love as even Ovid himſelf. 


The world's a ſcene of changes, and to 
be | | 
Conſtant in nature were inconſtancy ; 
For *twere to break the laws herſelf 
„ -" mas madey | 
Our ſubſtances themſelves do fleet and 
„ | 
The moſt fix'd being ſtill does move 
and fly, ; 
Swift as the wings of time *tis meaſur'd 


by : | | 
| To 
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To imagine then that love ſhould ne- 


ver ceaſe, 
Love, which is but the ornament of 
theſe, 
Were quite as ſenſeleſs as to wonder 
5 why 
Beauty and colour ſtay not when we 
die. 


Not this authority, nor all the argu- 
ments the lady could bring, who poſſibly 
was herſelf a proof of what ſhe urg'd, 
could make Jenny recede from her opi- 
nion, or give up the point, the diſ- 
pute between them continued till other 
company coming in put an end to it, 


Though, by the whole deportment of 
Jenny, there ſeem'd to be but little ſhare 
of earth in her compoſition, yet had ſhe 
her ſerious moments; — what ſhe had 
ſeen at the houſe of Rodophil, and been 
told of at mrs. Frill's, came often into 
her mind ; and ſhe began to fear, from 
theſe two inſtances, that inconſtancy was 
a frailty to which human nature was but 
too liable, and the reflections ſhe made 
upon it had no ſmall influence on her fu- 
ture conduct towards Jemmy, to whom 
it is now high time we ſhould return. 


„ 
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Mill probably occafim various confec- 
tures on what 1s to come. 


A Very ſmall ſhare of experience and 
obſervation may ſerve to inform us, 
that there is no paſſion of the ſoul which 
more eaſily wears off than that of grief 
for the death of friends ; and indeed it 
is highly reaſonable that it ſhould be ſo, 
— religion obliges us to a periect Reb” 
nation to the decrees of providence 
philoſophy teaches us that it is weak and 
unbecoming the dignity of our ſpecies 
to bewail woes, which in their very na- 
ture are irredeemable; — and the laws 
of ſociety forbid us to indulge any emo- 
tions that might enervate our abilities, 
and render us leis uſeful to the commu- 
nity. 


* 
* 
* 
1 
— 
— 


Whether any arguments, drawn from 
the above conſiderations, could claim 
a part in enabling Jemmy to recover his 
former vivacity, 1 will not take upon me 
to determine; but, certain it is, that in a 


very 
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very ſhort time nothing of the mourners 
except the habit, was to be ſeen about 


him. 


It would have been { mewhat ſtrange, 
indeed, if a gentleman, not yet quite one 
and twenty, poſſeſs'd of a very plentiful 
eſtate, and maſter of accompliſhments to 
recommend him to the beſt company, 
ſhould have had any leiſure for melan- 
choly reflections in a town like London, 
ſo abounding with every thing that can 
ent-rtain and raiſe pleaſing ſenſations in 


a youthful heart. 


In the midſt of all the various amuſe- 
ments he gave into, his dear Jenny, how- 
ever, was not forgot, — ſcarce a day paſt 
over without his viſiting her once, if not 
more, in ſome one part of it; — they be- 
haved to each other in the ſame faſhion 
they had always been accuſtom'd to do, 
— quite open and free, without the leaſt _ 
breach of innocence or modeſty ; — kind 
without any mixture of diſſimulation, and 
obliging without taking any Fe to be 
lo. 


Scarce are there any where to be ſound 
two perſons whoſe diſpoſitions ſo exactly 
tally*d; — both of them were gay and vo- 


latile almoſt to an excels, — both lov'd 
the 
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the pleatures of the town, yet never pur- 
ſued them ſo far as to tranſgreſs the 
bounds of ſtrict virtue in the one, nor 
honour in the other ; — both had an 
affluence of wit, and a great talent for 
ridicule; and both had too much good 
nature and generoſity to extend that pro- 
penſity to the prejudice of any one: — in 
fine, they were what the poet ſays, 


In all fo much alike, each heart 
Seem'd but the others counter part. 


To the foregoing character of them 
might alſo have been added, that neither 
of them were poſſeſsꝰd of any ſtrong paſ- 
ſions; and though the affection they had 
for each other was truly tender and ſin- 
cere, yet neither of them felt thoſe im- 
patiencies, — thoſe anxieties, — thoſe 
tranſporting hopes, — thoſe diſtracting 
fears, — thoſe cauſeleſs jealouſies, or any 
of thoſe thouſand reſtleſs ſenſations that 
uſually perplex a mind devoted to an 
amorous flame; — they were happy when 
they met, but not uneaſy when they 
parted; — he was not in the leaſt alarm'd 
on finding ſhe was frequently viſited by 
ſome of the fineſt gentlemen in town ; nor 
was ſhe at all diſconcerted when ſhe was 

told 
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told he was well received by ladies of the 


moſt diſtinguiſh'd characters. 


Jam well aware, that many of my rea- 
ders will be apt to ſay, — people who 
could think and act in the manner I have 
de ſcrib'd. either had no charms for each 
other, or ſcem'd incapable of loving at 
all; — and I am ready to confeſs, that 
according to the receiv*d notions of love, 
there was a ſeeming inconſiſtency in this 
conduct, and had more the appearance of 
a cold indifference than the warm glow 
ct mutual inclinations, 


Yet that they did love each other is 
molt certain, as will hereafter be demon- 
ſtrated by proofs much more unqueſtion- 
able than all thoſe extravagancies ;— 
thoſe raging flights commonly ; look'd 
upon as infallible tokens of the paſſion, 
but which, how fierce ſoever the fires 
they ſpring from may burn for a while, 
we ſee frequently extinguiſh of  them- 
ſelves, and leave nothing but the ſmoke 


- behind. 


All the formalitics of a firſt and ſecond 
mourning for the dead being over, every 
one now expected they ſhould ſoon ſee - 
the completion of a marriage they knew 
had been ſo long intended; Jemmy alſo 

had 
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had ſome thoughts of it himſelf, and be- 


gan to conſider on ſuch things as were WM 
Proper to be done previous to the folem- ll 
nity, | ; 


On looking over his father's papers 
he had found marriage articles between iſ 
him and Jenny, with a deed of ſettlement 
on her by way of dower, which the old 
gentleman had cauſed to be drawn up 
ſome time before his death; — theſe writ- 
ings he now put into his pocket and 
carried them to her, in order for her ap- 


probation. 


— 


What are theſe ? cry'd ſhe, when he 
preſented her with the packet : — They 
are what concern you as nearly as my- 
ſelf, — replied he, — therefore, I 
would have you examine the contents 
at ſome leiſure hour, and let me know 
if you think there is any thing in them 
that requires alteration or amendment. 
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They ought to be things of great 
conſequence, indeed, by their bulk.“ 
ſaid ſhe ſmiling, and beginning to unfold 
the parchment, — Lou know,“ — re- 
ſumed he with the ſame gay air, — for 
© what we are deſign'd by both our fa- 
thers; — and I ſuppoſe mine, as being 
« your guardian alſo, thought himſelf = 
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moſt proper perſon to decide the terms 
on which we ſhould come together. 


KS © 


I have no reaſon, — anſwered ſhe, — 
to ſuſpect either his juſtice or good 
c will towards me; — however, I will 
take the firſt opportunity of ſeeing what 
he has done for me on this ſcore ;* — 
in ſpeaking this ſhe lock'd the writings 
he had brought in an eſcrutore that was 
lac'd juſt behind her ; — then turning 
| haſtily to him,— but, my dear Jemmy, 
E continued ſhe, — you mult excuſe 
me for this evening; — you muſt know 
I have promiſed ſome company to go to 
« Ranelagh, and I believe they are alrea- 
dy beginning to expect me. — It hap- 
« pens very luckily, — ſaid he, — for 
there are three or four young fellows. 
of us, who have promiſed to give ſome 
| © ladies the muſic on the river to night, 
E and I could not have ſtay'd above 
three minutes longer with you; for the 
depend upon me to ſee the hands al 
ready, — ſo, my dear Jenny, I will not 
s detain you; — farewel. —  Farewel 
Jemmpy, ' rejoined ſhe, — and with theſe 
words both ran down ſtairs together; — 
he went into one chair and ſhe into ano- 
ther, to- fulfil their ſeyeral engagements. 


* 
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The next day they ſaw each other again. 
as uſual, — alter ſome little chit chat on 
ordinary affairs, he aſked her if ſhe had 
found time to look over the writings he 
had brought the day before; — * Yes,'— 
anſwer'd the; I hreakfafted on them 
this morning;— * Well,” — cried he, — 
< what objections have you to make? - 
None at all,*'— reply*d ſhe, I rather 
think your father has made a better 
« proviſion for me than my own would 
have deſired or expected | 


* 


Then I ſuppoſe there is nothing left 
for us to do, — ſaid he, — but ſign | 
and ſeal, and go together before a par- 
* ſon, — Some people may ſay ſo,* — re- 
* ply'd ſhe ; —but for my part I am of 
a quite different opinion, and think 
there is a great deal for us both to do 
before we come to the words, — to 
have and to hold. 2 


I eaſily comprehend what you would 
be at, — reſumed he laughing; — new 
cloaths for ourſelves and ſervants, — 
ſome addition to the equipage, — a 
more faſhionable chariot, — another pair 
of horſes perhaps. Hold, — hold, — 
cried ſhe interrupting him, — I have 
„ ſuch ſtuff in my thoughts, I do affure 
KK you; 
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you; — what I mean is infinitely more 

material than all you have mention'd ; 
— and that is, — the being certain 
within ourſelves of never repenting the 
engagements we are about to enter 
into. 
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Repenting, — faid he, — there is 
no danger of that I believe; — I will 
promiſe you to make as good a huſ- 
band as I can, — and JI am ſure you 
will make a good wife.” — © That is all 
as chance directs, — anſwer'd fhe, 
we may think perfectly well at one 
time, and act very ill at another; in 
fine, my dear Jemmy, — continued 
« ſhe, — I think we ought to know a 
little more of the world and of our- 
© ſelves before we enter into ſerious ma- 
trimony. 
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Why faith, Jenny, — anſwer'd he, 
* — I cannot help ſaying but that you 
are in the right; — I ſhould not much 
* like, methinks, to be quite ſo ſoon the 
tather of a family. — And I ſhould hate 
* to be called mamma, — rejoin'd ſhe, 
$ — before I arrive at an age to write 
myſelf woman, 
* I wonder, — purſued ſhe, — how 
people can reſolve to cut 2 + 
froh 
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from all the pleaſures of life, juſt as 
they are beginning to have a reliſh for 
them; — how ſhould I regret being 
coifin'd at home by my domeſtic af. 
fairs, while others of my ſex and age 
were flaunting in the mall, or making 
one at the rout of a woman of quality ? 

— and how would it mortify you to 
hear the ladies cry diſdainfully, Jemmy 
Jeſſamy is a very pretty fellow; — but 
he is married, — and then tois up their 
heads, and in contempt of you turn 


the doux yeux on the next man in com- 


pany, though perhaps he happens to be 


one of the moſt inſignificant fops that 


the follies of the times ever taſhioned, 
and without any one merit to recom- 
mend him but merely his having no 


wife?“ ; 


Jenny, who had always ſo what ami- 


ably ſtriking in her eyes and tone of 
of voice, appeared at this inſtant ſo par- 
ticularly brilliant, that Jemmy could not 
forbear catching her in his arms with the 
utmoſt rapture, — crying at the ſame 
time,—* I ſhall little regard the contempt 


of all the women in the world, while 


« bleſt with the kindneſs of m7 dear, — 


dear Jenny. 
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And I think too,“ — reply*d ſhe, re- 
turning his embrace, and looking on him 
with a moſt enchanting ſoftneſs, — that 
] could forgo all other joys of life for 
« thole of my dear Jemmy's love; yet 
after all, — continued ſhe, — we may 
both of us be deceived in our own 
hearts; — I have heard the wile ſay, 
« that nothing is ſo difficult to acquire 
as the true knowledge of ourſelves, — 
and who can tell what time and acci- 
| «© dents may produce!“ — 


Here Jemmy was beginning to make 
the moſt fervent proteſtations, that it 
was not in the power of fate itſelf to oc- 
caſion the leaſt alteration in his preſent 
ſentiments on her account ; and Jenny 
was half perſuaded, by what ſhe felt in 
her own breaſt, that an affection, ground- 
ed and habitual as theirs had been, was 
© incapable of varying on either fide ; — 

lo that if this tender converſation had 
continued but a very little longer, it is 
highly probable they had agreed to pur 
the finiſhing ſtroke to the work, their pa- 
rents had labour'd for, by an immediate 
marriage: . : 

Of this, however, there can be no po- 


ſitive aſſurance, as it was broke off by 
Vol. I. 9 ſome 
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Hme company coming in ;— but whether 
fortunately or unfortunately for the lovers, 
this interruption happen'd in ſo critical 
a moment, the reader, if he has patience 

to wait, will in the ſequel of this hiſtory 
be intorm'd. 


„ 
Is ſomewhat more explicit than the 
| former. | 


H E perſons who had ſurpriſed our 
lovers in the midſt of the moſt in- 
tereſting diſcourſe they ever yet had en- 
tertain'd each other with, were two young 
ladies of Jenny's intimate acquaintance z 
— they had been driven out of the park 
by a — of rain, and could not go 
home without calling on her, to commu- 
nieate ſomething which they thought 
would be equally diverting to her as it 
had been to themſelves, | 


On ſeeing Jemmy with her, — * We 
© have catch*d you alone together, ſaid 
< one of them, and it is happy for you 
© that you have been ſo, as nothing but 
S the pleaſure of each other's company, 
'" "om i could 
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could have attoned for what you have 
| loſt by not being in the mall to-night. 


As how pray? — demanded ſhe, — 
Lady Fiſk, — reſumed the other,. Oh, 
ſuch fleering, — ſuch pointing, — ſuch 


an univerſal titter as ſoon as ever ſhe 


appear*'d !—Lady Fiſk,—cried Jemmy, 


interrupting her, —I am afraid, madam, 
your intelligence is ſtale, — that lady 
has play*d over all her tricks long ago, 
and can do nothing new for us to 
laugh at. | 


< You are quite miſtaken, I aſſure you, 
anſwer' d ſhe ; — ſhe has now, as Colly 
ſays, outdone all her uſual outdoings, 


as you will be obliged to confeſs when 
you have heard the ſtory. 


What, cried he, — can any thing 
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go beyond her adventure in Covent- 


Garden, — where ſhe went in men's 


cloaths, — pick'd up a woman of the 
town, and was ſeverely beaten by her 


on the diſcovery of her ſex ? 


< Or what happened to her at Bar- 
tholomew-Fair, — ſaid Jenny,— where 
being a little too pert with ſome young 
apprentices, who bad attack'd her as a 
lady of pleaſure, a riot enſued, and ſhe 
” D 2 * was 
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* was glad to produce her ſeal with the 


coat of arms upon it, and a letter ſhe 
© had received that day from her lord, 


to prevent being lodg'd that night in 


© the watch-houſe, and carried before the 
« ſitting alderman next morning. 


Neither of theſe exploits,” — reply'd 
© the lady that had ſpoke firſt, — comes 
up to what we have to tell you, or gave 
© 'her half the mortification ; — it would 
© be the firſt ſtory in the world it one 
© could but find out the beginning; — 


© but the misfortune is, that nothing but 


the cataſtrophe as yet is come to light. 


c It 18 bue half a ſtory then, at beſt, 


© faid Jemmy laughing; — but let us 


hear it however. — I ſhould not have 
«* kept you ſo long in ſuſpence my dear, 
« if this thing here, — cried ſhe, giving 
« Jemmy a flap on the ſhoulder with her 
fan, — had not interrupted mne; — you 
< muſt know, that ſome night laſt week 
lord and lady Fifk had a maſt terrible 
« quarrel, — they were juſt going into 
* bed, — ſhe was undreſs'd all but her 
under petticoat; — what ſhe ſaid or 
did to provoke him to ſuch wrath Hea- 
ven knows z but he puſh'd her out of 
s the chamber, — droe her down ſtairs, 
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and in that condition turn'd her into 
the ſtreet, charging the porter not to 


open the door on any account. 


Never was the pride and ſpirit of 
any lady ſo humbled as her's, — con- 


tinued this talkative lady; after find- 


ing that knocking and calling loud was 
to no effect, ſhe condeſcended to put 
her mouth cloſe to the key-hole of the 
door, and beſeech the porter, in the 
moſt ſubmiſſive terms, to let her in, 


though it were no farther than the hall; 


while her remorſeleſs lord looked 
through the window, and inlulting her 
diltreß, told her it was a fine night, 
and that it was good for her ladyſhip's 
health to be thus alfreſco. 


After having had his fill of laughter 


at the miſerable plight to which ſhe 


was reduced, he conſented” to her ad- 
mittance ; — ſhe was no ſooner within 
the doors than ſhe flew up ſtairs ; — 
the diſpute between them was renewed 
with almoſt the ſame vehemence as be- 
fore; — he loaded her with a-thouſand 
foul names; —ſhe, in return, called him 
toad, — devil, and every thing her 
aſſion could ſuggeſt; — till having 
th raid theffiſelves out gf breath, 

; i ; 7 D 3 k . ' 6 they | 
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they agreed to go into bed together, 
in order to finiſh the quarrel, 


But now comes the jeſt, — went ſhe 
on, — How long a time do you think 
it took up to compoſe this difference? 
why no leſs than three whole days 
and nights ſucceſſively; during all which 
ſpace the chamber door was never 
opened, but to take in ſeme refreſh- 
ment, which was placed . for them in 
the next room : this evening was the 
firſt of their appearance ſince .their re- 
ſurrection from the ſepulchre of down; 
my lord received ſuch congratulations 
upon it as made him glad to quit the 
park ; but her lady ſhip, having ſome- 
what more aſſurance, ſtay'd till the 
change of weather obliged her, as well 
as ourſelves, to take ' ſhelter in our 
chairs. OA | 
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I cannot help confeſſing, — ſaid 
Jemmy, but that there is ſomewhat 
pretty extraordinary in, this affair, and 
_ alſo that one of them has a greater 
| ſhare of complaiſance than I ſuſpected; 
ſince it is plain that which ever of them 
was in fault the other did equal penance,” , 


A good deal of gory paſſed on 
this venture, during the whole time the 


ladies 
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ladies ſtayed, which indeed was not very 
long; — they had here opened their pac- 
quet, and were upon the wing to carry 
it to thoſe other of their acquaintance to 
whor . they thought it might be equally 
new. and agreeable. .: 


The ladies had no ſooner taken their 
leave, than Jenny began to animadvert, 
with more ſtrength of reaſon than could 
have been expected from a perſon of her 
years, on the ridiculous fact they had 
been relating; — You hear, Jemmy 
« ſaid ſhe, what unaccountable things. 
married people are fometimes guilty 
of ; — inſtead of living together in a 
mutual harmony, it ſeems methinks as 
if they took a kind of pleaſure in ma- 
king each other wretched ; — and ſure 
they muſt do ſo, or they would not 
thus expoſe themſelves to the contempt 
of the world, and become the jeſt even 
of their own ſervants, who muſt neceſ- 
ſarily be the firſt witneſles..of their folly, 
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We ought not, however, replied he, I} 
to lay on marriage the blame of all 
thoſe prepoſterous things we ſee ated 
in that ſtate, by perſons we have been 
ſpeaking of; — becauſe long before 
their enterance into.it, both of them be- 

© haved in ſuch a manner as to ſhew 
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they were wholly govern'd by caprice, 
and not by that farcical paſſion which 
many people are poſſeſſed of, in a more 
or leſs degree, for making a great noiſe, 
and being talked of in the world, tho? 
it is only for foibles, which one would 
think they ſhould rather labour to con- 
ceal. 


But I muſt own, continued he, that ; 


I have ſometimes been very much ſur- 


- priſed at the little cencord I have ob- 


ſerved between perſons whoſe principles, 


humours, and behaviour, in the general, | | 


would make one imagine them equally 
qualified to give each other perfect hap- 
pineſs. FP 


ia What you ſay is extremely juſt, cried 


e 


* 


this town is an ample 


Jenny, and I have often had occaſion 


to make the ſame reflections; — it fol- 
lows then, that every one before ey 


engage in marriage ſhould be well vers'd 


in all thoſe things, whatever they are, 


which conſtitute the wr + nat of it: 

chool, and both 
of us have acquaintance enough in it to 
learn, from the miſtakes of others, how 


to regulate our own conduct and paſ- 


'< ſions, ſo as not to be laugh'd at our- 
© ſelves for what we laugh at in them, 


« Spake 
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« Spoke like a philoſophoreſs, rejoined 
« Jemmy 3 and upon ſecond thoughts E 
agree with you, that as every thing is 
ready for us, and we can marry when 


© we will, it will be beſt for us both to 


« ſtay till we have got ſome farther lights 
into the myſterious duties of the conju- 
gal union.“ 


Jenny, who as yet had not the leaſt | 


inclination to enter into the ſerious road 
of matrimony, and would have been 
equally loath to have appear'd tbo re- 
fractory, if he had inſiſted on the per- 


formance of the covenant made between 


their fathers, was quite tranſported to 
find his ſentiments ſo conformable to her 


own on this head; but forbore — | 
0 


all the ſatisfaction ſhe felt, for fear 
making him call in queſtion the ſincerity 
of her affection for him. | 
She only told him, that ſhe was cer- 
tain it would be for their mutual intereſt 
to do as he had mentioned ; — on which 


he purſued his diſcourſe in theſe terms: 
But, my dear Jenny, ſaid he, as learn- 


ing will not come of itſelf, and we 


* ſhould be equally perfect in the diffe- 


rent parts we are to act together here- 


255 alter ; ſuppoſe we ſhould reſolve to a 
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© communicate to each other all the dif- 
© coveries we are able to make, among the 
c ſeveral families that either of us con- 
c yerſe with, and alſo all the confidences 
which are repoſed in us; — by this 
* means I ſhall be acquainted with all 


the humours of your ex, and you no 


* ſtranger to thoſe of mine; ſo that nei- 
© ther of us will be ata loſs to bear with 
* the foibles which nature or cuſtom 
may have implanted in the other; be- 
£ ſides, added he, this is no more than 
practiſing before - hand one of thoſe 
* points, which, as I take it, is very eſſen- 
s tial to the happineſs of both a husband 
and a wife, — which is the having no 


1 reſerve.” 


I am charm'd with your project, an- 


© fwer'd the but then each of us muft * 


© be ſure to preſerve an inviolable ſe- 
* crecy in what has been imparted by the 
© other, which is another main e ntial ; 
towards conjugal felicity.* 


Jemmy having aſſured her, that what- 
ever ſhe ſaid to him on this account 
ſhould be no more than talking to her 
own heart, they were beginning to divert 
themſelves ha the idea of the many 
whimſical paſſages they ſhould have to 
recite to each cher, when a ſootman 


brought 
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brought a letter to Jenny, — the con- 
tents whereof were as follow : 


Cc 
cc 


To miſs Je$SaMy. 


Dear creature, TEN 

F this finds yau at home and dif- 
4 engaged, I flatter myſelf you will 
immediately comply with the requeſt 
it contains; — I am now alone, and 
in a ſituation which requires both 
conſolation and advice, neither of 
which I can hope for more effectually 
than from the friendſhip with whi 


you favour me ;— I would have wait- 


ed on you, but am prevented by rea- 
ſons which you will be no ſtranger to 


on ſeeing me. Iam, 


<<, with the moſt perfect amity, 
my dear miſs IEss Aux, 
© yours, &c. 


e E. MarLovs, 
« -P. S. If I am unhappily deprived of 
„ your company to-night, beg you 
will not fail coming as early as 
+ poſlible in the morning; for I am 
« all impatience to let you into the 
« hiſtory of my misfortunes.” 
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See here, — ſaid ſhe, giving the 
letter to Jemmy, — © fortune already is 
< likely to preſent me with ſomething 
that may be worth your knowledge ;— 
the lady who writes in this manner 
has honour and virtue ; — ſhe has been 
but four months married to a gentle- 
man whom ſhe preferred to a great 
number of other admirers, and who 
ſeems paſſionately fond of her ; —you 
„will not wonder that I am in as much 
hate to hear the occaſion of her com- 

;* plaint, as ſhe is to tell it me.“ 
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She then ordered a chair to the door, 

and calling for her gloves and capuchin, 
hurried them on while he was reading; 
the motive which carry'd her away was 
too agreeable for him to offer to detain 
her; and they parted without farther ce- 
remony than a kiſs, and good night, 


JEMMY and Jexxy JeSAMY, 61 
CHAT. 3; 


Contains ſime things well worthy of be- 
ing ſeriouſly attended to, by thoſe 
eſpecially for 7 ſervice Pe are 


chiefly inſerted. 


x © HOUGH Jenny had not doubt- 
| ed, by the lady's letter, but that 
ſomething ery extraordinary and per- 
plexing had happen'd to her, yet ſhe was 
tar from expecting to find her in n the 
condition ſhe now did. 


That half diſtracted fair one was lying 
extended on a couch, — her hair looſe 
and hanging in wild diforder over her 


face, — her lovely eyes pouring forth, 


tears, — all her features diſtorted with ex- 
ceſs of paſſion, and every ſymptom of 
deſpair, grief, and rage about her. 


Jenny was quite frighted; and indeed, 


who that had beheld her in this manner, 
dut muſt have thought the moſt terrible 


accident imaginable had befallen her! 


Ah, my dear miſs Jeſſamy, ſaid ſhe, 


aas ſoon as ſhe ſaw her enter . chari- 
4 table is this viſit to the moſt undone, 
| « forlorn 
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forlorn, and miſerable woman upon 
earth! 1 80 


6 Bleſs me, — cried Jenny, ſeating 


© herſelf near her, — what can have oc- 
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caſioned this ſudden change in your 
late happy condition? — Oh, I will 
tell you all, replyed the other; but 
when you ſhall hear how I have been 
treated by my ungrateful, — my per- 
fidious husband, you will forſwear mar- 
riage, and curſe the whole race of falſe 
diſſembling man. | 


I ſent for you, — continued ſhe, — 
to make you the confidante of my re- 
ſentment, as you have always been of 
my love ; for this unworthy man, whom 
from my flave is now become my ty- 


rant; and, inſtead of ſtudying how to 


pleaſe me, has the inſolence to attempt 
making me ſubſervient to his will, and 
to contradict me even in things where 
every woman has a. right to rule. — 
Could you ever have believed it, my 
dear miſs Jeſſamy, — went ſhe on, — 
the vain creature imagines I have love 
enough for him to be ſatisfied with 
whatever he does? 


6 I thought, indeed, fad. Jenny, that 
both of you had love enough to be * 
VA a tisfic 
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* tisfied with what the other did; — But 
pray what may be the ſubject of the 
* preſent diſpute between you? Oh ſuch 
«* a grols affront upon my underſtanding, 
my humour, — my every thing that is 
dear to woman-kind, reply'd mrs. Mar- 
love, — But of what nature,“ — again 
demanded her impatient friend? 


It was in vain ſhe repeated the queſtion 
over and over for ſeveral times ſucceſſive- 
ly, mrs. Marlove was too much overcome 
by her paſſion to be able to give any di- 
rect account of the occaſion, and all that 
could be gather'd from her incoherent 
exclamations was, that a favourite ſer- 
vant of mr. Marlove's had quarrelled with 
her waiting-maid ; — that ſhe had inſiſt- 
ed on the man's being turn'd away, 'and 
he as ſtrenuouſly that ſhe ſhould part with 
her maid z — that very high words had 
roſe on this occaſion ; — that he had en- 
deavoured to exert the authority of a huf- 
band, and ſhe to maintain the reſpe& and 
complaiſance due to a wife; and that af- 
ter having abſolutely refuſed to do as ſhe 
deſired, he had flung out of the houſe in 
very great diſcontent. | 


She was but juſt beginning to enter 
ſomewhat farther into the merits of the 
cauſe, when a ſervant put his head be- 

8 8 tween 
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tween the door, and told mrs. Marlove, 
that the cloth was laid for ſupper, — 
and that his maſter was come home. — 
© Well, and what of that, cried ſhe haſti- 
© ly? Nothing, madam, ſaid the man, on- 
ly my maſter deſires that your ladyſhip 
and the young lady will be pleaſed to 
walk down.—Tell him,'—reply'd ſhe, 
with the utmoſt diſdain in her voice and 
countenance, — that I am not pleaſed 
to do any thing that he deſires; and 
© that I will neither eat nor ſleep with 
him while he keeps that fellow Jona- 
than in the houſe.” 


On this, he ſaid no more but with- 
drew, and mr. Marlove came up in a 
moment after ; — his looks expreſs'd the 
utmoſt diſcontent ; — he ſaluted Jenny, 
however, with refpect, and then turning 
to his wife: — I am ſurpriſed, my 
« dear, cried he, that you ſhould expoſe 
« yourſelf in this manner: family diſputes 

ought to be diſcuſs'd in private; it is 

impertinent to trouble our friends with 
them, and ridiculous to make our ſer- 
vants the witneſſes of them; — for 
Heaven's ſake, therefore, condder a 


80 little, — 


I T ſhall conſider nothing, f ſhe in- 
8 Ng him, but your unkindneſs 
and 
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and ingratitude; — What, purſued ſhe 
with vehemence, — to refuſe me in ſo 
poor a trifle as the diſmiſſion of a ſer- 
vant? 


* Trifles, madam, anſwer'd he very 
gravely, when inſiſted on too peremp- 
torily, become things of conſequence ; 
beſides, you have often heard me ſay 
this man lived with my father; — that. 
when I went abroad he gave him to me 
as the choicelt preſent he could make; 
that he attended me in my travels 


through the greateſt part of Europe; 


and that I have experienced his love 
and fidelity to me in a thouſand in- 
ſtances ; — it would therefore be highly 
unjuſt and ungenerous in me to turn 
him off; and I can look upon it as no 
leſs unreaſonable in you to requeſt it 
merely on the idle complaints and 
tittle-tattle of a chamber-maid. 


That chamber-maid,* — ſaid ſhe in 
the . moſt haughty tone, — while ſhe 
belongs to me, 1s at leaſt upon a level 
with your valet, — though in ſpite to 
me, I ſuppoſe, you have now raiſed 
him to your houſe-ſteward.” 


Mr. Marlove grew very. red at theſe 


words, and was about to have made ſome 


reply, 


— — 
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reply, which perhaps might have height 
en'd the quarrel, when the perſon w o 
had been the occaſion ef it enter'd the 
room. | 


He was a grave, well look'd man, and 
had a certain open honeſty in his coun- 
tenance, which anſwer' d to the character 
given of him by his maſter. | 


Sir, ſaid he to mr. Marlove, bowing 
in the moſt reſpectful manner, — I have 
never known in my whole life ſo rea! 
a grief as I now feel, in finding myſelf | 

the unhappy cauſe of any diſagreement 
between your honour and my lady — 
I therefore moſt humbly beſeech you 
will be pleaſed to permit me to quit 
the houſe directly; for it is not fit your 
honour's peace of mind ſhould ſuffer 
any diſturbance, or my lady the leaſt 8 
uneaſineſs, even for a moment, on fo 
worthleſs a ſubject as myſelf. x 
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Ho, Jonathan, demanded mr. Mar- 
love, are you in ſuch haſte to leave my 
ſervice, that you would go before I am 
provided with a proper perſon to ſup- 
ply your place ? — Oh, there is no 
reaſon for detaining him- on that ac- 
count, cried mrs. Marlove, my Abigail 
* has a brother juſt now come out of 
ry | 1 
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place; — by the character I have heard 
« of him he will be extremely fit for you, 
and we can have him at a minute's 
* warning. 


« *Tis very likely,“ — reply*d he; — 
then having pauſed a little on what his 
wite had ſaid ; — * Well, Jonathan, — 
« purſued he, we will talk farther on this 
matter to-morrow ; but leave the room, 
and bid ſomebody Send Abigail hither.' 
Mrs. Marlove exulted within herſelf on 
hearing him ſpeak in this manner, and 
pulling Jenny = the ſleeve, —My dear, 
cried ſhe to her in a low voice, I ſhall 
* conquer this domineering husband at 


« laſt,” 


Abigail immediately obeying the fum- 
= mons, that had been ſent for her; Well, 
Abigail, ſaid mr. Marlove, with a half 
= ſmile ; which ſhe then took for an indica- 
tion of his being in great good humour 
with her; but, as it afterwards proved, was 
no more than a farcaſtick ſncer, I am 
told you have a brother perfectly qua- 
* liked for my ſervice. 


Fes, pleaſe your honour, anſwer'd 
© ſhe ſimpering ; and, though I ſay it, 
* as clever a fellow as ever ſtepp'd in 
* ſhoe-leatherz he can comb a wig to a 

| « charm, 
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* charm, and buckle too upon occaſion ; 
* he does every thing in taſte, ] aſſure 
* your honour 3 — befides, he is a ſpruce 
young man, and a thouſand times fitter 
to attend your honour than the old for- 
* mal creature you have now.” 


© It may be ſo, ſaid mr. Marlove ; but 
5 I have no buſineſs for him, nor have 
you any in my houſe longer than this | 
night; therefore pack up your trum, 
pery and be gone to- morrow morning :* 
ſhe was opening her mouth to ſpeak, 
but he prevented her by ſaying, in a ſtern | 
and reſolute voice, No raparties, minx, 
© I will have no incendiaries in my fa- | 


'* mily. ; — out of my ſight this moment | 
and come into it no more." . 


T hough ſearce any creature was ever 
endow'd with a greater ſhare of confi- 


dence than this wench, yet was ſhe now 
o terrified at the looks of her maſter, } 


that ſhe durſt not utter a fingle ſyllable 
while in his preſence, and contented her- 
ſelf with muttering all the way ſhe went 
down ſtairs, what ſhe had not courage 


to fay loud enough to be heard. 


But it is altogether impoſſible to de- 


ſcribe the rage mrs. Marlove was in at 
this laſt proof of her husband's reſolution; 


3 
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which was the more inſupportable to her, 
as ſne had not above a moment or two 
before flattered. herſelf with a belief that 
he was inclinable to conform to her de- 
ſires. , 


She would have ſpoke, but exceſs 
of paſſion choak'd the paſſage of her 
words ; — ſhe flew into her chamber and 
threw. herſelf upon the bed, where ſhe 
certainly would have fallen into a fit, it 
Jenny, who had immediately follow'd her, 
had not cut the laceings of her ſtays, in 
order to give her air, £ | 


On this ſhe began to revive a little, and 
Abigail that inſtant coming up gave her 
a glaſs of cold water, which perfected the 
cure: — the firſt uſe ſhe made of her re 
ceived breath was to inveigh againſt the 
injuſtice, as ſhe term'd it, of her husband ; 
— Jenny was endeavouring to perſuade _ 
her to more moderation, but was inter- 

| rupted in the midſt of what ſhe was ſay- 
ing by Abigal, 


© Nay, madam, cried that malapert 
* huzzy, for that matter my lady has as 
much rea'on to be vex'd as I; —for my 
| + part, I do not know what my maſter 
means by uſing me as he has done; — 
he gives himſelf ſtrange airs, methinks : 
a. | I am 
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© I am ſure it is not like a gentleman to 
ſhew ſo little reſpect for a ſervant.? 


Theſe ſaucy reflections brought mrs. 
Marlove more to herſelf than all the aſſi- 
ſtance that had been given her ; angry as 
ſhe was with her husband, ſhe could not 
bear to hear him mentioned by ſuch a 
creature in the manner ſhe now did. Airs, 
cried ſhe, — *© reſpect, — was ever any 
thing ſo ridiculouſly impudeat ! ſure, 
« wench, thou haſt forgot that the gen- 
* tleman thou ſpeakeſt ſo contemptuouſly 
of is my husband. «7 | 


No, madam, anſwered ſhe, brid- 
ling up her head, I forget nothin 
that I ought to remember; and I mu 
< ſay again, that it does not become him 
< to treat either you or me ſo unhand- 
« ſomely as he has done. — What, does 
the odious thing pretend to make com- 
* pariſons ?? cried mrs. Marlove ; and, 
provoked beyond all patience at the in- 
ſolence of her deportment, ſnatch'd a 
powder-box from off the dreſſing- table 
and threw it at her head, — ſaying, at 
the ſame time, Be gone this inſtant ; — 
© I ſhall keep no ſuch bold- face about 

a me. | , 


© Bold- 
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« Bold-face, madam, returned the au- 
« dacious creature; very pretty truly; 


but don't think I ſhall beg to ſtay; 


« there are other places to be had, and I 
do not value.“ — She would have ran 
farther on in the ſame ſtrain, it the ſudden 
appearance of her maſter had not ſtopp'd 
her mouth, and made her think proper to 
go out of the room | 


Mr. Marlove being heartily aſhamed 
that Jenny had been witneſs of Whis 


_ fooliſh affair, reſolved to ſalve it up, if 


poflible, before ſhe went away; and, to 
that end, came into his wite's chamber 
chuſing rather to recede a little from what 
he thought his juſt prerogative. as a huſ- 
band, than ſuffer her to depart with the 
notion of his having aſſerted it too far. 


As he came into the room at one door 
Abigail was going out at the other; — 
he eaſily perceived, by her countenance, 
that ſome brulee had happened between 
her and her lady, which taking for a good 
omen of ſucceeding in his deſign, he 
approach'd mrs. Marlove ; and, with an 
air perfectly degagee and unembarras'd, 
I hope, my dear, ſaid he, you are by 
this time convinced, that your maid 
had a farther view in quarreling with 
« Jonathan 
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Jonathan than ſhe pretended, and alſo 
© how little ſhe deſerves you ſhould eſ- 
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pouſe her cauſe. 


© She has been impertinent, indeed, 
anſwer'd ſhe ; but it is no wonder that 
ſhe is ſo; when a woman is ill treated 
by her husband, ſhe can expect no other 
than to be ſo by her ſervants alſo ; and 
it is to you, — to you alone, that I 
either have, or ſhall hereafter be de- 
prived of tae reſpect due to me from 


« off domeſtics. 


Accuſe me not, ſaid he, of a thing 
ſo contrary to my nature; — your me- 
rits, and my Jult ſenſe of them, will 
always engage me to behave towards 
you, both in public and in private, 
with all the complaiſance and tender- 
neſs that man can Pay. or woman can 
Expect. 


Then you would not contragict me 
in trifles, cried ſhe, a little ſoften'd. 
Iwill contradict you in nothing, ſaid 
he, that my reaſon will permit me to 
grant, or your own, on mature delibe- 
ration, induce you to deſire. — As for 
the preſent. diſpute between us, conti- 
nued he, I only beg you will defer any 


farther ſpeech of it till to- morrowz and it, 
in 
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in that time, you do not find cauſe to 
alter your opinion, I ſhall endeavour to 
accede to yours. 51112 2 


| | 1 141. 11841 bes 
A very fair . propoſal, indeed, ſit, 


« ſaid Jenny ſmiling, z and, my dear mrs. 
« Marlove, if you do not accept it. I 
« ſhall lay the whole blame of all the diſ- 
« agreements that may hereafter happen 
between you entirely on your ill-natpre. 
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That is a very ſevere inference, .re+ 


« ply'd ſhe; however, to oblige you, 1 
« ſhall comply with mr. Marlove's re- 
queſt. I am glad to obtain it at any 
* rate, cried he 3 — and I hope we may 


* now go down to ſupper, which has 


< waited for us this halt hour.“ — Mrs. 
Marlove ſaid ſhe. did not care for eating, 
and deſir'd they would excuſe: her abs 
lence z but, by the intreaties of her huſ- 
band, and ſome little pleaſantries Jenny 
made uſe of on this occaſion, ſhe as at 
laſt, prevailed. upon, and they all went 


down together into the parlou. 


v4 


Jenny kept an obſervant eye over both 


the husband and the wife all the time they 


were at table; and, as ſhe was happy in a 
penetration, which few of her ſex, eſpe- 
cially at her years, can boaſt of, eaſily 
perceived that though he behaved with a 

Vor, I. E politeneſs 
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ae beyond what could have been 

after what had paſs'd, and ſhe 
fe — to have abated a great part of her 
late haughtineſs and reſentment, yet nei- 
| ther af chem were ſincerely inclined to 
ſubmit to the will of the other, in any 
thing which was not ner, agrecablc 
to their own. 


The apologies they made to her, how- 
ever, on the account of the unpleaſing en- 
tertainment ſhe had met with in this vilit, 
witch her obliging anſwers to them in re- 
turn, and repeated good wiſhes for their 
future peace, engroſſed a great part of 
their converſation during the whole time 


tho ſtayed. 


But the n night being pretty far advance 
ed, when ſupper was ended ſhe took her 
leave of the half reconciled pair, and 
went home full of thoſe reflections which, 
dn the ſcene ſhe had been witneſs of, 'muf 
naturally have occurr'd even to a perſon 
of a much leſs conſiderative ä 
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CHAP. VII. 
Aﬀords freſh matter for eaification 


to thoſe who fland in need of it, as 


well as entertainment to ſuch who 


do not. 


JENNY had an infinity of good na- 
ture, and was extremely troubled at 
the Wt Cities ſhe had ſeen between 
two perſons whom ſhe thought had been 
entirely happy in being united to each 
other: — the more ſhe ruminated on 
the behaviour of mrs. Marlove, the more 


ſhe found in it to condemn; but then 


ſhe was alſo equally ſurpriſed to find ſa 
great a change in that of her husband, 
the had frequently been in their company 
while in their days of courtſhip z — ſhe 


| had ſeen him humour all the little whims - 


and caprices which the vanity of flatter'd 
beauty had made her guilty of z — ſhe 
had heard him praiſe even her very foi- 
bles, and ſeem charmed with what the reſt 
of the world moſt blamed her for. 


* Good God, cried ſhe to herſelf, how 

* ſtrange a reverſe does marriage bring 
* who that ſees a man a husband would 
"BD 2 © ever 
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ever think he had been a lover? — 
till ſhe was a wife, he would not have 
preſumed to argue with her on any 
point ſhe took upon her to aſſert ; — 
he would not then 'have oppoſed 
his reaſon to any folly ſhe committed ; 
*tis true ſhe has inſiſted on a thing, 
which he muſt have been both ungene- 
rous and weak to have comply*d with ; 
yet would he once not have dared to 


have contradifted her in much greater 


matters : — if ſhe is proud, — impe- 
rious and vain, it is on his own too ob- 
ſequiouſneſs he ought to lay the blame. 
Oh, why will men endeavour to per- 
ſuade us we are goddeſſes, only to create 
themſelves the pains of convincing us 
afterwards that we are but mortals l. 


© Yet after all, ſaid ſhe again, we know 
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that the extravagant encomiums fo la- 
viſhly beſtowed upon us before mar- 
riage, are mere words of courſe ; the 
homage, — the ſubmiſſions paid us by 
the lover, all form and empty ſhew; 
and, as they are put in practice only to 
ſooth our vanity, ought not to deceive 
our underſtandings ſo far as to make 


us imagine we either deſerve, or have a 


right to expect the continuance of them, 
when the motive that induced them js 


no more. Marriage, as it removes all 


coyres 
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coyneſs and reſerve in the women, fo it 
deſtroys all ſuſpence in the men: — he 
is then in -poſſeſſion of his wiſhes, has 
done with hopes and fears; and ſollici- 
tations of courſe muſt alſo ceaſe. 


« Stripp'd, therefore, of that imagi- 
nary authority with which we once 
flatter'd ourſelves, it is certainly the 
buſineſs of our ſex to endeavour, by the 
moſt ſoft and obliging behaviour, to 
preſerve and improve, if poſſible, the 
love of him, whom it is no longer 
in our power to awe by a contrary way 
of acting, | 


A too great tenaciouſneſs of our own 
merits, purſued ſhe , the pride of doing 
whatever we have a mind to, and of 
impoſing the laws of our own will on 
that of the lover, may be ſubmitted to 
while we are miſtreſſes; but will never 


be borne with when we are wives: — 
the men, conſcious of that ſuperiority 


which cuſtom and the matrimonial co- 
venant has given them, never fail .to 
exert it, and oppoſition on our fide is 
ſtruggling againſt the ſtream, and but 
ſerves to ſhew our weakneſs the more 


in the vain attempt. | : 


In my opinion, went ſhe ſtill on, the 


3 * way 
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* way to accompliſh what we aim at, is 
© not to urge it with too much vehe- 
mence, even in the moſt reaſonable 
things, much Jeſs can we expect ſucceſs 
when we inſiſt on ſuch as are in them- 
ſelves unjuſtifiable: — as in the cafe of 
mrs. Marlove ; and I much fear, that 
if many conteſts of this nature happen, 
they will by degrees weaken her huſ- 
band's. affection for her; perhaps, in 
time, utterly deſtroy it, and render her 
both unhappy and unpitied.“ 
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In this manner did the ſagacious Jenny 
reaſon within herſelf upon the cauſe in 
queſtion ; and upon the whole, her judg- 
ment entirely acquitted mr. Marlove f 
all blame, and gave the verdict againſt 
his too aſſuming wife, for whoſe late be- 
haviour ſhe could find no excuſe, except 
her extreme youth, and inexperience of 
the temper of mankind, that lady be- 
ng but ſixteen, which was two years ſhort 
of the age ſhe had attain'd herſelf. 


This naturally led her into reflections 
on the folly of two perſons uniting them- 
ſelves together by the ſolemn ties of 
marriage, without having well conſider'd 
the duties of the ſtate they were about to 
enter into, and confirm'd her in the reſo- 
lution ſhe before had taken of living 

| « ſingle, 
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fiogle, till ſhe was as well aſſured, as hu · 
man reaſon could make her, that both her- 
ſelf and the man who was to be her 
husband, were equally qualified to ren- 
der each other truly happy. 

She longed, however, to ſee Jemmy, 
that ſhe might relate this ſtory to him, 
and hear his ſentiments upon it; but ſhe 
ſaw him not all the next day, which a 
little ſurpriſed her, as four and twenty 
hours ſeldom paſſed over without his ma- 


king her one viſit, if no more; the acci- 


dent, which now occaſioned his abſence ſo 
much longer than uſual, was, indeed, of 
a pretty particular nature; — it was this: 


On his coming home the night beſore 
he found a letter that had been left tor 
him, requeſting his company at an enter - 
tainment to be given the next day on a 
very extraordinary occaſion, by a gentle. 
man who had been an intimate acquain - 
tance of his father's; — the invitation 
| was too preſſing for him to refuſe com- 
plying with it, which otherwiſe he would 
gladly have done, as he expected not 
to find any gueſts there ſuitable to his 
age or humour. ee ih 


He found himſelf, however, agreeably, | 


was ſur-- 


o 2 


deceived in this conjecture, and 


> 
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priſed, on his entrance into a ſpacious 


room, to ſee it fill'd with a very brilliant 
company of both ſexes, who being aſ- 
ſembled in order to celebrate the moſt 
Joyous circumſtance that can happen in 
private life, came with a ſincere reſolu- 


tion of contributing every thing in the 


power of each to do honour to the feaſt 
Prepared for them. | 1 


But not to keep the reader in ſuſpence, 


the perſon who made this invitation was 


a gentleman of birth and fortune; — he 
was married in his youth to a lady of ce- 
lebrated beauty, and every way his equal; 
but, through a too great love of pleaſure 
on his ſide, and ſome errors in conduct, 
though, without any breach of virtue on 
Rer's, they had been ſeparated for four- 
teen years, without the leaſt probability ot 
being reconciled, and even leis of their 
ever living together again, as all the in- 
terpoſition of their friends for that pur- 
Foes Rating fo long a ſpace of time, 
nad been in vain, and was, at laſt, en- 
tirely given over: — the unhoped for 
event, notwithſtanding, came to paſs ;— 

both parties were alike touch'd with a 
Juſt ſenſibility of their former miſtakes, 
and return'd to the embraces of each 
other, with more ardency of E 
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than that with which they had firſt met 


in marriage. 


There is certainly nothing which ſo 
much demonſtrates the ſincerity of our 
reformation, as a free confeſſion that we 
have been in the wrong. — I é was, ſaid 
the gentleman, in poſſeſſion of a trea- 
© ſure before I had attain*d to an age ca- 
« pable of knowing the true value of it 
I wore it as an idiot does a diamond, 
«© careleſs on my arm, and liable to be 
* ſnatch'd from me by the firſt perſon 
* who admired its luſtre ; — but heaven 
has preſerved it as a bleſſing for my 
« riper judgment.” 


He concluded theſe words with kiſſing 
his lady's hand, and then went on, I 
* was, Continued he, one of thoſe thought- 
* leſs wretches, which the poet, doubt- 
* leſs, had in his eye when he wrote theſe 
lines: | 


_ © Fiftitious joys ailur'd my dazzled 
« ſenſes, | 
« And led them in the miſtic maze a 
« while, 
Beguil' d with empty air, my reſtleſs 
.., + heart | 
* Still affer ſome untaſted pleaſure 
* roam'd ; 
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But now the wanderer ſeeks his peace- 
£ ful home, = 
© And there finds all it vainly ſought 
abroad. 


I cannot ſuffer you, my dear, faid 
the lady, with a moſt becoming ſmile, 
to take upon yourſelf the whole blame 
© of that unhappy diſagreement, which 
has fo long divided us; — I alſo have 
* had my ſhare of guik, though in a 
different way from yours; — if you 
have been too gay, I have been too in- 
© conſiderate ;-— I have endeavoured not 
to make home delightful to you; — I 
rather, by a thouſand impertinencies 
© and follies, render'd my preſence tire- 
« ſome ; I had no idea of the duties of 
© my place, but behaved, when ſet at the 
head of a family, as I had done in the 
* 'thurſery, and expected to be humour'd 
in the ſame manner.” 3 


Thus did this lately re-united pair 
equally condenin themſelves for the miſ- 
carriages of their paſt conduct; but, 
while they were ſpeaking, there were not 
a few in company of both ſexes, who 
hung down' their heads, as conſcious of 
not being wholly free from the errors 
they heard mentioned, — 


flection, — of mr. 
directly into his head. 


Few know what a ie 
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— according to the agreement 


between him — Jenny, kept an 
obſervant eye on all thoſe whom he found 
were married, and eaſily perceived, by 


the looks which one of them in particular 


frequently gave his wife, that they were 
far from living together in a perfect hare 
mony ; tho', as he had never ſeen ei- 
ther of them before, and was wholly 


unacquainted with their circumſtances, 


conditions, or humours, it was utterly 
impoſſible for him to gueſs from what 
latent cauſe the diſcord he diſcover'd pro- 


ceeded ; — but as it was the husband 


who ſeem*d moſt diſſatisfied, he con- 
cluded, without knowing any thing of 


the matter, that it muſt b be che wile who 


Was to blame: 


The men are ape to be too partial <A 
one another on this ſcore : — in the little 
time that Jemmy had at Boe for re- 


peace deſtroys, 
His real griefs and bis diſſembled joys. 
It is altagether im icable for mar- 


ried People, when ſo 8 6 7 as to have 


any 
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any real or imagined cauſe of complaint 

inſt each other, to keep the uneaſi- 
neſs they labour under from being viſible 
to the world ;— however perfect, as to 
other things they may be in the art of 
diſſimulation, in this, ſpite of their utmoſt 
endeavours, the ſentiments of their hearts 
will break out; — every look, — every 
2 detrays the inward pangs they 
eel; — which ſhews, that of all circum- 


ſtances of difcontent, thoſe of mag ange ! 
are w_”- me. mot difficulty ſuſtain'd. ; 


Jemmy was afterwards informed, that 
laſt mention'd gentleman was one of 
many whom, it is not in the power of 
fortune to make happy; — that he took 
a: kind of gloomy pleaſure in creating 
to himſelf ideal ills, and then. ſtarted. at 
the apparition, which nothing but his 
own — fancy had conqured up. 


5 * was far from being a beauty 
and as to her perſon, ſhe had received 
no more from nature than would juſt 
ſerve to make her paſs for not diſagree- 
able ; as to het behaviour, it was affable 
and chearful, but withal extremely mo- 

deft ;- for as ſhe never affected a too great 
reſerve, ſo ſhe was equally free from all 
that had the appearance of Jevity ,; but 
e the little A her eyes had of 
| | captivating, 
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captivating, nor the prudence of her 


carriage, could hinder him from imagin- 
ing every man that looked upon her 


had a diſhonourable deſign towards her, 


and alſo that ſhe had no diſinclination to 
encourage it. 


The whole of the entertainment con- 


cluded with a kind of ball; and as there 


were more gentlemen than ladies preſent, 
the cloudy husband, with two others, re- 
tired to one corner of the room, and ſat 
drinking to the healths of thoſe that 
danced. Ren 4257 | WO 


It was by mere accident, and without 
the leaſt deſign on either fide, that 
Jemmy had for his partner the, wife of 
this ſuſpicious gentleman ; — but it was 
pleaſant. enough for thoſe who ſat near 
him to obſerve with what eagerneſs his 
eyes purſued each motian in them, which 
the regulation of the dance required, — 
how his calour changed, — how his lips 
trembled, whenever that couple ſet to 
each other, or turn'd hands; it was in 
vain they fill'd his glaſs - and reminded 
him of the neglected toaſt, though it 
were even that of the royal family; — he 
thought of nothing but his wife, and ſee- 


ing her, as he imagined, encouraging the 
dumb courtſhip of a perſon who would 


invade 
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invade his rights, he had no longer pa- 
tience, and the ſecond dance was but juſt 
led up when he roſe from his feat and 
faid he muſt go home, for he had letters 
of importance to write, which till that 
moment he had forgot. 


This put all into diſorder z — the gen- 
tleman who had made the invitation 
would fain have perſuaded him to ſtay, 


| but was ſilenced by the other, urging 
the neceſſity of his departure : — the lady 


then told him, with a great deal of po- 
liteneſs, that if they muſt be ſo unhappy 
fo be deprived of his company, ſhe hoped 
they ſhould not alſo loſe mrs. „ who 
ſhe ſuppoſed had no letters to write. 


No, — no madam, replied he, with 
very great emotion, my wife may ſtay 
if ſhe thinks proper; I do not want 
her, not 1: — ſhe was advancing to 
take her leave while he was ſpeaking, 
nor would ſuffer herſelf to be prevailed 
upon, by all the lady could fay, to ſtay 


behind her husband; but it was eaſy for 
any one to ſee her inclinations took the 
contrary part, and denied herſelf the ſa- 


tisfaction ſuch good company afforded, 


merely through the apprehenſions of pay- 
ing too dearly for it when ſhe came 


Thus 
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Thus induſtriouſly do ſome people la- 


# bour to bring on what moſt they would 
avoid; — if this lady had been poſſeſs'd 
of a little more beauty, or to ſpeak more 
# juſtly, had ſhe been miſtreſs of a leis 
are of diſcretion, there were, doubtleſs, 
# ſome in company who would have been 
excited, by the jealouſy of her husband, 


to have attempted that chaſtity he tqok 
ſuch ridiculous meaſures to preſerve. 


As it was, however, the behaviour of 


f the husband ſerved to render him con- 


temptible in the eyes of every one, and 
that of the wife to give her charms, 


| . which otherwiſe could not have been re- 
5 mark*d in her. 


The ſarcaſms paſs'd on this unhappy }. 
ſelf-rormented gentleman would be too 
tedious to repeat, yet were much ſhorter, 


than they otherwiſe would have been, if 


the muſic's ſprightly ſounds had nos re- 
minded the company, that their feet at 
that time demanded more employment 


f 


It ja not to be doubted but that on 
going home every one made their ſeveral 
remarks on what they had ſeen, but the 
mind of Jemmy was afferted by it in a 

particular 
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particular manner, as he conſidered all 
that had preſented itfelf to him that day 


concurred to make up one great inſtruc- 
tive leſſon for himſelf. 


HA. var. 


Will occaſon various Ppeculations in 
the inquiſiti ve reader. 


HEN our pair of lovers came to 
relate mutually to each other the 
foregoing narratives, they were both of 
opinion, that moſt of the difagreements 
that happened in marriage were occa- 
ſion'd chiefly by the parties entering into 
that ſtate too early, and too precipitately, 


2 * 


. lf your friends, who now ſo much 
« rejoice in being reunited, ſaid Jenny, 
* had taken care before marriage to 
« attain | thoſe qualifications neceſſary for 
+. the performance of the duties required 
2 from their reſpective ſtations, they would 

probably never have fallen into thoſe 
* errors which cauſed their ſeparation 


* 
* 


Nas. would their gueſt, continued 
£ FR be, ſo unreaſonably jealous of his 
7 wi 8 ceuduct, it, previouſly to his 
151155 becoming 


* 


ww 
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becoming a husband, he had made him- 
\ ſelf well acquainted with her principles 


* 


R «a M % aa #4 


* 


wy 


and diſpoſition, and alſo equally fo with 
his own humour, 


Nor would mrs. Marlove, replied 
Jemmy, if ſhe had at ail ſtudied the 
temper of mankind, have been ſo vain 
as to expect the ſame ſubmiſſion from 
her husband as ſhe received from him 
while her lover; — much leſs have pre- 
tended to contradict him in things 
where it was nof her province to inter- 


lere. 


Right, reſumed ſhe ſmiling, and you 
may now eaſily perceive the advantage 
it is to us not to hurry ourſelves into 
wedlock, as too many people do, with- 
out reflecting what they are about, or 
being any way prepared to make the 


noole ſet eaſy. 


Then you perſiſt in your reſolution, 
rejoined Jemmy, of not being married 
yet a while ?* to which ſhe anſwering in 


the affirmative, and repeating the argu- 
ments ſhe had before made uſe of in her 
vindication, he readily enough yielded to 
the juſtice of her reaſons ; but that he 
did ſo was not ſo much owing to his 
diſcretion, as to another motive, which, 


though 
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though Jenny was ignorant of, it is not 
convenient that the reader ſhould be ſo. 


He had, in reality, met with ſome ad- 
ventures of late which had given him 
too high a reliſh for the modiſh pleaſures 


of the town for him to be able to quit 


them without reluctance, and which he 
had too much good ſenſe not to know 
it would ill become him to indulge the 
purſuit of after he ſhould be a married 

Among the many places of diverſion 
this great and luxurious town abounds 
with, lady Racket's aſſembly has been al- 
ways look'd upon as the moſt general 
rendezvous for all the young gay 
of bath ſexes. 33 


Jemmy went frequently thither, and it 
happening that one evening the company 
playing very high, he was ſtripp'd of all 
the money and bank notes he had about 
Mins which amounted to a conſiderable 
ſum. | | 


A little vex'd at his ill fortune he was 
retiring to a window, in order to com- 
poſe himſelf, when the ſound of a female 
voice very loud made him turn his head 
he found it proceeded from Liberia, 2 

: 2 


jrMMv and JENNY JESSAMY. 91 
the celebrated Liberia, who having been 


playing at another table, had loſt all her 
money, and had not temper to bear it. 


Was ever ſuch curſed luck !' cried ſhe, 
ſtarting up from her ſeat, * I have not 
| + a fingle ſtake left; — I have a good 
mind to make a ſolemn vow never to 
touch a card again.* Patience, — ati- 
« ence, madam, —ſaid Jemmy, advance- 

ing towards her; —- * behold in me your 

© brother in affliction z; theſe things will 
happen if we depend on the blind god- 
+ defs,*—* Have you loſt all your money 
too? demanded ſhe. Every doit, upon 
my ſoul, reply'd he; ſo neither of us 
* have any thing to do at preſent but to 
| + obſerve the tate of others. 


That would be an inſipid way of 
| © killing time indeed, ſaid ſhe z ſuppoſe 
you and I ſhould ſet down to picquer, 
| © as we both are in the ſame condition, 
and can play with nobody elſe.— With 
all my heart, anſwered he, and ſtake 
 * honour againſt honour.'—* Perhaps that 
\ © would be juſt nothing at all, cried ſhe 
laughing. — I dare truſt yours, rejoined 
| * he, if you will put the ſame confidence 
in mine. 


0 It 
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* It would be ungenerous in me, re” 

* ply'd ſhe, not to return good opinion 
* with good opinion ; but I think it is 
* againſt the rules of gaming to play 
8 merely upon credit; — I will fet my 
« ſolitaire againſt that ring yout have upon 
* your finger.“ 


Jemmy had a great regard for tis ring, 
not ſo much for the intrinſic value of it, 
though it was a fine diamond, as becaulc 
it had been his father's, who had given 
it to him ſome little time before he died: 
a moment*s recollection, however, ſerved i 
to make him know what he ſhould do 
on this occaſion; and he reply'd with 
great alertneſs, — Madam, I heartily 
© agree to your propofal, with this pro- 

viſo, that which ever of us is the win- 
ner, the ſtakes may be redeemable ;— 
nor would it be fair in me to play with 
you on any other terms, as your ſolitaire 
is worth much more than my ring. 


6 


«a W ® 


* 


Well, it ſhall be juſt as you would 
have it, reply*d - ſhe, twenty guineas 
« ſhall be the event ;* — to which Jemmy 
agreeing, they fat down to a table which 
ſome company had juſt quitted ; ſhe 
pluck'd off her ſolitare and he his ring 
„both the pledges were laid under the 
candleſtick, and to play they went; — 
fortune, for ſeveral deals, ſeem'd dubious 

| : mn 


* 
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in whoſe favour ſhe ſhould decide; but 


at length, after a hard fought battle, gave 


the victory to Jemmy. 


Was ever any thing ſo unluckly, ſaid 
« ſhe, but J won't give out, come, fir,” 
continued ſhe, ſhuffling the cards, twen- 
« ty guineas more; — or, if you pleaſe, 
thirty; I ſhall then either be indebted 


| «£ filty pieces to you, or have a claim on 


you 1or ten.? 


Jemmy would fain have perſuaded her 
to give over, but ſhe would hear nothing 


he laid on that ſcore ; they cut the cards, 


poor Liberia, had the advantage of the 


8 deal, but was nothing a gainer by it, 


ſhe had not even the ſatisfaction of a ſe- 


$ cond ſtruggle ; he immediately produced 


oint — queen — and quatorze, without 


che trouble of playing a card. 


* Confuſion, cried ſhe, burſting into 


E © tcars, ſure all the ſtars in the firmament 
have conſpired this night againſt me !? 
$ with theſe words ſhe . roſe from table; 


* you have won, ſir, purſued ſhe, I know 
your directions, and will fend the money 
in a day or two.” She ſtayed not to 


hear what anſwer he would make, but; - 


flew out of the room with, an air which 
denoted the utmoſt agitation of mind, 
| Liberia 


1 
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Liberia had a great ſhare of beauty, i 
and Jemmy of good nature; the diftre 
ſhe appeared in render'd her more lovely i 
in his eyes than ever he had thought 
her; his heart was that inſtant fill'd with i 
emotions ſhe had never before inſpired i | 
with; — he followed, with the ſolitaire ! 
in his hand, and overtook her as ſhe wa iſ 
paſſing through a room in order to reach 
the ſtair-caſe. 5 . 


Madam, ſaid he to her, I cannot ſuffer 
< that beautiful neck ſhould be without 
* ſo becoming an ornament, even for the 
© ſmalleſt ſpace of time; I beſeech you 
therefore, to reſume this jewel, and allo 
to aſſure yourſelf, that I dare take you 
« word of honour as a ' ſufficient ſecurity 
for a much greater ſum than the trite: 
to which fortune has juſt now entitled 
me. 8 
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No mr. Jeſſamy, anſwer*d ſhe, tha 

© muſt not be, my lord is at preſent out 

* of town, or if he were at home, 1 
« ſhould not chuſe to acquaint him with 
my loſſes at play; — it is alſo impro- 
per for me to let the ſteward know ary 
thing of the matter; — it may be lon- 
* ger than I could wiſh, or you perhaps 
expect, before I can, with any conve- 
#4 nienct, 
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nience, diſcharge my obligation; — ſo 


deſire you will ſay no more, but keep 


the pledge till in my power to redeem 
i 


All this was delivered in a voice ſo 
broken and heſitating, that Jemmy ea- 
fily perceived by that, as well as by 
her loo%s, that it was with the utmoſt 
reluctance ſhe refuſed the offer he had 
made, though her pride would not ſuffer 
her to accept it, 


Something, which the reader will pre- 
ſently diſcover, coming that moment into 
his head, Since you inſiſt, madam,” ſaid 
he, looking tenderly on her, and will 
needs force me to retain ſomething of 
* yours in my hands, conſent, at leaſt, 
* that I exchange this mortgage tor ſome 
other, if you will permit me to wait 
* on you home, and look over your 
« trinkets, I ſhall certainly find ſomewhat 
that will pleaſe me as well, and you 
can much better ſpare. 


| © 1 muſt not reject every thing you 
* propoſe,” replied ſhe with a halt ſmile, 
and then received the ſolitaire from him, 
which he aſſiſted her in replacing, and 
while he was doing -ſo gave her neck 
a gentle preſſure, which ſne was not ſo 

2 inſenfible 
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inſenſible as not to know the meaning 
of. 4 0 


There needed no more, — ſhe gave 


him her hand to lead her down ſtairs, — 


her own chair waiting in the hall ſhe 
went into it, and he follow'd in a hackney, 


On coming to her houſe, ſhe conducted 
him directly to her dreſſing room, where 
her woman being fitting at work, ſhe 
bad her ſet a bottle of wine on the 
table, and retire till call'd tor, —ſaying Þ 
ſhe had ſome accounts to ſettle with | 
that gentleman. 


This attendant was no ſooner with- 
drawn than the reduced Liberia opened 
a little cabinet, which contain'd her 
Jewels,—* Here, ' fir, cried ſhe, are al 
the toys of this nature I am miſtreſs 
of.“ — Jemmy ſcarce vouchſafeing 2 
glance towards them, reply*d; — © They 
« muſt be fine, indeed, ſince owned by 
you, and muſt dazzle the. fight of 2 
man leſs knowing than I pretend to be 


in what is truly valuable; — but what 


is all the luſtre they can boaſt while 
« you are in preſence ? — How faint arc 
the rays of the diamond to thoſe your 
eyes ſend forth 1. — how inſipid. — how 
weak is the glow of the ruby to theſe 
lips! = FM 

He 
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He began this ſpeech with looking in- 
tently on her face, and finding nothing 
there to diſcourage his attempt, conclud- 
ed it with throwing his arms about her 


| waiſt, and giving her more lively indica- 
| tions of his ſenſe of the perfections he had 


praiſed, than all in the power of language 
could have done. 


They were alone, —a couch was in 


@ the room, ſhe reſiſted not his encroach- 
| ments, and one moment gave him the 


full poſſeſſion of a E Is which not 
half an hour before he had not even the 
leaſt thought of ever ſolliciting. 


Scarce had he time to expreſs the 
tranſports of his gratitude for the un- 
hoped favours he had received, when 
Liberia, hearing the ſound of voices on 
the ſtairs, rang her bell to know who 
was there ; on which her woman imme- 


diately came in, and told her that two 


ladies, who had been athlady Racket's 
aſſembly, and ſeeing her leave the com- 
pany ſo abruptly, had call'd to know the 


| occaſion, fearing ſhe might be indiſpoſed. 


* Lord, how impertinent is ſome peo- 
* ple's friendſhip ! cried Liberia Why 
did you not tell them I was well, but 
Vol. I. FP 
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very buſy?” I did fo, madam, reply'd 
the other, and that you was ſhut up in 
« your cloſet, writing letters; but they in- 
* ſiſted on ſceing you, — ran up ſtairs in 
« ſpite of me, and are now in the dray- 
ing room.” 


Well, — there is no remedy for theſe 
© things, ſaid ſhe, I muſt go to them, or 
they will bruſt in upon me here; you'll 
excuſe me, mr. Jeſſamy, — it is highly 
improper you ſhould be ſeen; — then 
© turning to her woman; ſhew him down 
the back ſtairs, added ſhe, with as little 
©* noiſe as you can 


She ſaid no more, but went out of the 
toom to receive her company, and Jemmy 
fuffer'd himſelf to be conducted by her 
woman in the manner ſhe had order'd. 


CHAP. IX, 


Has ſomething in it of the marvellous 


T HOUGH Jemmy had as ſmall 1 
ſhare of vanity in his compoſition as 


any man that ever lived, yet it would 
have been a thing almoſt ſupernatural in 
him, if an adventure, ſuch as he had juſt 


now met with, had not elated a heart ſo 
* 1 1 unt xperienced 
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unexperienced as was his ;— Liberia was 
a woman of diſtinction, young, beautiful, 
and had every requiſite to render her the 
delight and admiration of mankind ; to 
what elſe then, but a peculiar liking of 


his perſon and behaviour, could it ſeem 


poſſible to him to impute the conceſſions 
ſhe had made ? 


It is not to be underſtood, however, 
that the pleaſing ſenſation he felt at this 


| event proceeded from the gratification of 


any paſſion he had entertain'd for the 
lady, who ſo highly had obliged him ;— 
no, on the contrary, his affection for 
Jenny was a ſure defence from the at- 
tacks of any other charms ; he had often 
ſeen Liberia, had thought her a fine wo- 
man, as every one did ; but he had never 
been touched with the leaft ſpark of 
an amorous deſire on her account; nor, 
on looking on her, had even confider'd 
the difference of ſexes : but though what 
had happened between them was merely 


| caſual on his ſide ; yet he could not help 


believing, that it was a previous inclina- 
tion on her's which alone could have ex- 


cited her to act in the manner ſhe had 
done, : - 


The hurry in which they were com- 
pell'd to part, took from him all oppor- 
tunity of teſtifying that deſue of continu- 

F 2 ing 
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ing a correſpondence with her, which 
otherwiſe, he thought, ſhe would have 
had reaſon to expect ; and which even 
gratitude, politeneſs, and even common 
good nature, would have. exacted from 
him, | | 


He therefore went the next morning 
to her houſe, certain in his mind of meet- 
ing with a reception ſuitable to the kind- 
neſs ſhe had given him ſuch proofs of 
the night before ; — ſhe was juſt dreſs'd, 
and going to court ; but, on his ſending 
up his name, gave orders for his ad- 
mittance; the ſervant who introduced 


him immediately withdrawing, he ap- 


proach'd to ſalute her with the air and 


freedom of a favour'd lover. 


But how unſpeakable was his ſurpriſe, 
when, going to take her in his arms, ſhe 
ſtarted back, and with a countenance all 


awful and auſtere, « Hold off, fir, faid 


£ ſhe, this is a familiarity neither becom- 
ing you to take, nor me to grant :* the 
confufion he was in not permitting him 
to make any immediate reply; I do 
not now, continued ſhe, owe fifty pieces 
© to you. | 


No, madam,” reply'd he, a little re- 


covering himſelf; © but you owe me a 


« heart 
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© heart in return for that I have devoted 
to you.” — © I have nothing to do with 
your heart, reſum'd ſhe ; and as for mine 
it is my husband's due. If you really 
think ſo, madam, cried he, wherefore 
did you flatter me laſt night with ha- 
ving ſo large a part? — “ What happen- 


cidental; I had loſt all my money, and 
the debts we contract at play, you 
know, are debts of honour ; but where 
my own is not concern'd, be aſſured I 
© ſhall always have a juſt regard for that 
« of my husband's.* 


or - * * * - - Lag - * * 


In ſpite of the conſternation Jemmy 
was in, he could not refrain ſmiling at 
the diſt inction this lady made, and with 
an air, which had ſomething of contemp- 
tuous in it, I thought madam, faid he, 
© that the honour of the husband and the 
wife had always been inſeparable, 


© They are fo, I allow, anſwer*d ſhe ; 
but neceſſity ſometimes compels a wo- 
man to do what otherwiſe ſhe would 
| * not be guilty of; therefore I beg you 
will think no more of what has ha 
5 e it was a fooliſh affair indeed; 
but as it cannot be recall'd, ſhould be 
forgotten. . pay 


F g He 


ed laſt night, ſaid ſhe, was merely ac- 
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He was about to make ſome reply, 
which it is likely would not have been 
very pleaſing to her, but ſhe went to the 
door and call'd to know if the chariot 
was ready, and being told it was, Adieu, 
* mr. Jeſſamy, ſaid ſhe, I am obliged to 
attend the princeſs ; I hope whenever 
* we meet, you will always treat me as 
the wife Ty R EY 


She had no ſooner ſpoke theſe words 
than ſhe ſhot like lightning out of the 
room, leaving Jemmy in a ſituation of 
mind not eaſy to be deſcribed, or even 
conceived, by any one who has not bcen 
under the ſame circumſtances. 


It was not that his pride was ſo much 
mortifyed at this unexpected rebuff, as 
his comprehenſion was confounded at it 
being given; the more he endeavoured to 
fathom the myſterious meaning, the more 
he was abſorb'd in wonder; in fine, he 
knew not what to think, nor by what 
motive to account for a proceeding ſo 
ſtrange, fo contradictory to the very na- 


The firſt ſhock of any thing is very 
difficult to be conceal'd ; — the ſpirits, 
when ſuddenly alarm'd, are in a hurry = 
à While, 
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awhile, then ſink into as extreme a lan- 
guor. — Jemmy dined that day at a ta- 
vern, by an appointment he had made 


with ſome gentlemen of his acquaintance z 
but neither their converſation, nor the 


glaſs which went briſkly about, had the 


power of diſſipating his chagrin, or dri- 


ving Liberia entirely from his thoughts. 


The leaſt air of ſeriouſneſs in perſons 
of an extraordinary vivacity cannot fail 
of being taken notice of; — Jemmy was 
looked upon as the life and ſoul of all 
the company he went into; and now to 
find him, inſtead of inſpiring others with 
good humour, ſtand in need of being in- 
ſpired himſelf, made every one defirous 
of knowing what had occaſioned this 
ſudden trans formation; but the affair was 
not a thing proper to be talked on, and 
he evaded giving any direct anſwer to 
the queſtions put to him on this head. 


He did not long, however, preſerve a 
taciturnity on this occaſion, which was 
retty painful to him; — the company 
ing broke up, and only one gentlman, 
with whom he had a greater intimacy 
than with any of the others, ſtaying be- 
hind, he could not forbear ſpeaking of 
what ſo much engroſs'd his thoughts; 
in fine, he related to him the whole hif- 


20-4 tory 
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tory of his late whimſical adventure, 


concealing only the name of the heroine 
concern'd in tt. 


But how ſtrangely was he diſappoint- 
ed, when inſtead of hearing his friend 
expreſs ſome aſtoniſhment, as he expected 
he would have done, at an event ſo new 
and uncommon, he only burſt into ſuch 
a violent fit of laughter as hindered him 
from ſpeaking for ſome moments. 


What, cried Jemmy, I ſuppoſe the 
* ſtory I have been telling you is too ro- 
< mantic to be believed, and you ſuſpect 
I have been endeavouring all this while 
to impoſe upon your underitanding an 
invention of my own, in the room of 
a real fact? 


0-0 


No, upon my word, reply*'d the o- 
< ther, I am ſo confident of the truth of 
all you have repeated, that upon occa- 
_ £ fion I would be your voucher for every 
MY. —— of it; — but what made me 
< ſo merry was, the great care you have 
taken in keeping the name of this fine * 
lady a ſecret ; — What will you fay 
now, continued he, if I tell you at once 
that I am very certain no woman but 
Liberia is capable of behaving in the 
manner you have deſcrib'd ? 1 
5 "© Liberia 


Jil... 
» 
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Liberia herſelf had ſcarce given Jemmy 
more ſurpriſe than his friend did in men- 
tioning her as the perſon they were talk- 
ing of. Liberia, cried he, What have 
I ſaid to raiſe ſuch a conjecture in you? 


Nothing, upon my foul, anſwer'd the 
other; you have nothing to accuſe 
« yourſelf of in this point, and might 
have told the ſtory to five hundred 
« people without any. one of them: being 
able to gueſs at the woman; — it is 
not my penetration but my experience, 
« has let me into the ſecret of this mat- 
ter Hand to make you maſter of an 
© other, I muſt tell you that I have been 
© beforehand with you. | 11 


Jemmy, not perfectly comprehending 
theſe words, aſked what he meant? It 
* happen'd, ſaid he, the other day, that one 
| © evening 1 play'd at the ſame table with 
this extraordinary lady; — I ſwept the 
* ſtakes, and ſhe being out of caſh, we 
went on upon credit ;—fortune; ſtill was 
on my ſide; — ſhe: loſt a conſiderable 
© ſum to me, which I had the fame 
equivalent for that ſhe beſtow'd on you 
© and when I waited on her; ſome days 
* afterwards, in order to repeat my de- 
« voirs, received alſo juſt the Tame re- 

F 5 « pulſe 


the rent-roll of lord * 0 
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_—— you did, and found that it was 
humour ; — no play —no love, 


+ Then neither of us, cried Jemmy, 
© are oblig d for the favours we have re- 
© ceived to an amorous inchnation on 
© her part.“ No, faith, reply'd his friend, 


I rather take her to be one of the in- 
4 ſenfibles that way; — but her luſt of 
- 


© eternally 


is infatiate 5 — ſhe would be 

at it, — there all the paſſions 

© of her ſoul are center d; and though 

« at preſent a profeſt enemy to religion, 

4 would be the greateſt devotee imagin- 
able, were ſhe once perſuaded there 


were gaming-tables 1 in heaven. 


0 In fine, m 7 r Jemmy, rſu'd 
he, the caſe ſtands thus, — ſhe loſes more 


at play in one month, 
— — hy 


duces in a year; and being, either 
4 — fear or tenderneſs, unwilli 
to e him acquainted with her i 
luck, — takes — —— you 
and e experience iafying 
« the winner and thinks herſelf no il 
in ſo doing; fince ſhe forfeits her 
band's honour only to preſerve his 
and never repeats her tranſgreſſion 


I unleſs compelld to 


i 
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it by a ſecond — of the like na- 
« ture.” 


Jemmy being now, by this detail, en- 
tirely freed from the perplexity of 
thought which the firſt ſurprize at the 
ſtrangeneſs of Liberia's behaviour had 
involved him in, it is not to be doubted 
but that theſe two young gentlemen were 
pleaſant enough on the affair in queſtion, 
and mutually laugh'd at — other 2 
the diſappointment each of them had n 
ceived, in imagining they had been 
_ with a peculiar liking by that 


Nelthes of: thous having engage · 
ments on their hands, they pal the 
| whole evening cilt che 
was very far advanced, and called them 

the ar z during all which time little 

erer n 
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Aﬀerds but ſmall matter of entertain- 
ment; yet, if well confider'd, may be 
- of fingular uſe to ſome readers. 


Ul T5 ERE is a certain haughty ſur- 
1  lineſs almoſt inherent to old age, 
which will not let people, when they come 
to be any thing advanced in years, allow 
the leaſt ſhare of underſtanding in thoſe 
of a younger ſort ;— they treat them as 
mere idiots, incapable: of comparing, — 
Judging, or even of knowing right from 
wrong. © f 2 0 . 8 ann 


But this is a partiality which betrays 
that want ef diſcernment in themſelves 
which they accuſe in others; — if youth, 
through too much fire, is adicted to va- 
nity,-- raſhneſs and impetuoſity; age, 
through too much phlegm, is no leſs 
liable to peeviſhneſs, — obſtinacy, and 
pride: — in both, the faults of conſtitu- 
tion have but too great an effect upon the 
will, and deprive reaſon: of half its force. 


3 The 
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The faculties of the mind certainly de- 
cay, and grow weaker in proportion as 
the vigour of the body is impair'd; — a 
keenneſs of conception, — a readineſs of 
thought, and what is generally call'd 
wit, are the gifts of youth; — when the 
organs, through which the ſoul is ſaid to 
operate, are in their full ſtrength as na- 
ture made them, unobſtructed by diſeaſes, 
and unworn by time. — Age is chiefly 
wiſe by experience, and by improving 
thoſe obſervations, which a long ſeries of 
years had treaſured up. <2 


It muſt therefore be allow'd, that young 
people are far from being incapable of 
making the moſt juſt reflections; but 
the baits of ſenſe, — the excitements of 
pleaſure, and the whirl of a thouſand 
different paſſions, which inceſſantly agitate 
the ideas, prevent thoſe reflections from 
making any laſting impreſſion, and con- 
ſequently from being of any real uſe in 
regulating their actions; — ſo that they 
can be ſaid to be diſcreet only by ſtarts; 
and it is in this alone that all the boaſt- 
ed advantages of age conſiſts. 


Nothing was ever more ſtrictly true 
than whar that celebrated poet, mr. Dry- 
den, ſays, when ſpeaking of the difference 

| between 
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between youth and age, he expreſſes the 
whole ſenſe of the argument in theſe 
two equally elegant and comprehenſive 


lines : 


Experience vainly in our youth is 
ſought, | | . 
And, by age purchas'd,.is too dearly 

bought. 


Our Jemmy was one of thoſe who 
never did any thing which reaſon could 
condemn, without being immediately 
ſelf- convicted and aſhamed of his error, 
though, as I ſaid before, through the fire 
of youth, — the enchantments of plea- 
ſure, and the prevalence of example, he 
could not ſometimes avoid falling again 


As to play in particular, without any 
extraordinary propenſity of his own, he 
was frequently drawn in to make a party 
at ſeveral gaming-tables, | both private 
and public, yet did he never reflect on 
what money he had loft without being 
convinced he could not have difpoſed of 
it a worſe way; — nor did he ever win 
of any gentleman, whoſe circumſtances 
he knew could not well bear @ diminu- 


tion, without being ſhock'd to the ſoul 


- 
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or having been one of thoſe who had 


contributed to his misfortune. 


He was perfectly ſenſible both of the 
vice and folly of gaming, as at preſent 


practiced among almoſt all degrees of 


people; and ſtood amaz d whenever he 
recollected, that he had ſeen men of the 
firſt figure and fortune in the kingdom, 
not only condeſcend to mix in company 
with the common fſharpers and gamblers 
of the town, but alſo to make uſe of the 
ſame low arts they did, in order to force 
chance as it were, to be their friend. © 


He could not think, without a mixture 


| of pity and contempt on thoſe, who neg- 


lecting the accounts of their eſtates, and 
truſting all to their ſtewards and bailiffs, 
boaſted how well they were verſed in 
mr. Hoyle's calculation in the cutting of 
a pack of cards, and ſwear five pieces an 
hour was too ſmall pay for the inſtruc- 
tions of ſo learned a doctor in the great, 


myſterious, and moſt polite fcience of 
gaming. ; E From 


He very -often run over in his mind 
all the various amuſements of the town; 
and on comparing them with: this of 
ming, none of them feem*d to him to 
ve 5 ſmall a plea for W 
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the time or attention of a man of ſenſe 
and honour. | =, 


© Every other pleaſure or diverſion, 
« ſaid he within himſelf, have ſomething 
in them deſerving of that name ; they 5 
either regale the ſenſes, or exerciſe the { 
body, or "relieve the mind; but gam- | 
ing is the contrary of all theſe ; it im- 
« pedes the gratification of our moſt na- 
6 — appetites, it enervates the limbs 
with too long ſitting, it racks the brain 
< with cares, it fills the boſom with 
« anxieties, and in fine, is a fatigue, which 
« were it not the effect of our own free 
* choice, would be intolerable. 


6 Nor i is this all, Ls he ſometimes 
add; an inordinate love of gaming cer- 
1 tainly proceeds from avarice, the moſt 
* ſordid paſſion of the heart, and con- 
« ſequently deſtroys all that is generous, 
noble, and ſincere ; deadens that ſocial 
feel, that Kindly warmth, which nature 
has implanted in us towards our fellow 
creatures; and renders the man de vo- 
ted to this vice capable of no other 
-with than to enjoy the infamous tri- 
umph of bearing off the ſpoils of him 
he plays againſt, though it ſhould even 
happen to be one he calls his friend, 
or * who mult be entirely ruined 8 
211 the 


"A 


_— a @ 22 


JeMMy and JENNY JESSAMY. 113 


* the loſs of what he is now in poſſeſſion 
| + of, through the favour of fortune, or 
« a ſuperior ſkill in the deſtructive art.“ 


He concluded from all this, that to 
undo others, or be undone oneſelf, was 
the almoſt certain conſequence of gaming 
high 3 for which reaſon he made many 
reſolutions to avoid it as much as poſſible; 
and indeed perſiſted in them more than 
could be well expected from a man of his 
gay temper, and who, by the company 
he kept, was continually ſurrounded with 
temptations of that ſort. 


But if he thought the love of play ſo 
pernicious a thing in thoſe of his own 
lex, in what light muſt he behold it in 
regard. to thoſe of the other ? — He had 
read ſome old muſty authors, who main- 
tained that modeſty was the peculiar 
characteriſtic of womanhood ; that an in- 
nocence of deportment was the chief beau- 
ty of a virgin; and ceconomy in private, 
and a decent reſerve in public, that of a 
married woman ; and he could not get 
it out of his head but that theſe maxims 
were juſt contrary, as they were to what 
he had ſeen practiſed at play by ſome 
ladies, who paſs for. patterns of polite- 
neſs and faſhionable good breeding; and 
in comparing the difference, he could not 
| | torbear 
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forbear crying out, — Sure, when theſe 
books were wrote, gaming was a thing 
never heard of among women!“ 


Theſe having always been his notions, 
it could not be otherwiſe but that the 
example of Liberia muſt greatly contri- 
bute to fortify them in him, as he had. 
now experienced what he had many times 
been told by thoſe better acquainted with 
the ladies, that thoſe debts, which are 
- called debts of honour, are frequently dif- 
charged by loſs of honour. 


What an amiable figure in life might 
this woman make, ſaid he, ſpeaking of 
Liberia, if it were not for this mad 
attachment to gaming? I dare believe 
* ſhe has no vicious inclinations of her 
« own, and her quality and marriage with 
lord ““ defends her from all imperti- 
nent addreſſes of our ſex. —How ſtrange 
then is the infatuation which compels 
her to run the fatal riſque of being re- 
« duced to yield ſuch condeſcentions, as 
« otherwiſe her pride would ſcorn, and 
her virtue ſhudder at 


He never ruminated in this manner 
without falling immediately after into a 
profound reſverie, which whoever had 

him in would not have taken _ 
or 
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for that gay, laughing, ſpirituous crea- 
ture he appeared at other times; but it 


generally happens that perſons of that 


humour, when they think at all, think 
more deeply than thoſe of a heavy and 
phlegmatic diſpoſition, 


The many miſchiefs which ſometimes 
befall the fair ſex, by indulging themſelves 
in this dangerous amuſement, made him 
tremble for Jenny ; he knew ſhe play'd 
occaſionally, but though he had never 
heard her teſtify any extraordinary plea- 
ſure in it, yet 6 could not aſſure him- 
{elf that ſhe might not, by degrees, be 
drawn into a better liking of it, and 
conſequently become liable to the ſame 
inconveniencies, to which ſo many others 
of her ſex were every day ſubjected. 


Love, friendſhip, and the conſidera- 
tion of his own intereſt and honour, as 
Jenny was one day to become his wife, 
obliged him 3 to do every thing 
in his power to prevent ſo great an evil; 
nor could he think of any method more 
effectual for that end, than by reminding 
her, in a delicate way, and without ſeem- 


ing to do it with deſign, of the dangers 
to which women who love play, could 


not fail of being expoſed. 
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He had no ſooner thought on this, 
than he reſolved to put it into immediate 
execution; andyto give the greater weight 
to what he intended to ſay, ranſack'd 
his memory for all the alarming circum. 
ſtances of a gaming-table, that he had 
ever either ſeen or heard of. 


"CHAP. Ad 


A little more to the purpoſe. 

EMM knew that his fair miſtreſs 
kept a great deal of company, and 
that moſt of her afternoons were taken 
up with giving and receiving viſits ; — 
whenever, therefore, he had any parti- 
cular converſation. to entertain her with, 
he always went to her in a morning ; 
the buſineſs he had now to communicate 
ſeeming to him of too much importance 
to be delay'd, his impatience carried 
him thither more early than was his 
cuſtom ; yet had he not the ſatisfaction 
of finding her alone; the two. lovely 
daughters of mrs. G— were Juſt gone up 
ſtairs before him; but he was net much 
diſconcerted at their preſence, as he ſaw 
they were in their deſhabillee, and he 
could not doubt but that the hour of 3 
ay 
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day would ſoon call them home, in order 
to ornament thoſe charms which were too 


much admired not to make them de- 
firous of ſhewing them to the beſt advan- 


tage, whenever they appeared in public 
places, which they ſeldom or rather ne- 
ver fail'd to take all opportunities of 
doing. 


Theſe ladies, whoſe hiſtory it is pro- 
bable will ſome time or other il a 
very intereſting, figure in the world, were 
diſtinguiſh*'d more by the name of the 
two beautiful ſiſters, than by that of their 
family; they were, indeed, lovely be- 
vond what language can deſcribe, or 
fancy, without ſeeing them, delineate ; 
both of them were tall, finely ſhaped, 
of a moſt graceful air, had the moſt re- 


gular features; eyes at once command- 


mg and attracting love and admiration ; 
and ſo equally had nature dealt her boun- 
ties to them, that hard it is to ſay which 
of them excell'd in any one of thoſe per- 
tections which each poſſefs'd in fo laviſh 
an abundance, 


But being ſo alike beautiful was cer- 
tainly a misfortune to them; for each 
ſeeming moſt lovely when the other was 
away, yet neither of them having the pre- 
terence when together, the beholder's 


1 
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eye was kept in a continual motion, 
without knowing on which to fix; and f 
this it was, which, join'd with ſome other Nc 
conſiderations not my buſineſs to enquire Ne 
into, that perhaps kept them much lon- n 
ger from being married, than many who if x 
h 
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have not the thouſandth part of their 
power of charming. 


This conſideration, however, ſeem'd 
to have but little weight with them; they 
lived in the moſt perfect harmony, were 
rarely ſeen aſunder,. - whether at the play, 
the opera, — the court, — the mall,—vaux- 
hall, —ranelagh, in all places of reſort 
they were inſeparable as the twin ſtars 
that grace the zodiac. 


In fine, ſo much the ſame in every 
reſpect was this pair of charmers, that if 
mr. Waller had lived in their days, one 
would have imagined he could have ne 
other in his eye when he wrote theſe lines: 


Not the filver Doves that fly, 
Toak'd in Cytharea's car; 
Not the wings which ſoar ſo high, 
And convey her ſon ſo far, 
Are ſo lovely, ſweet and fair, 
Or do more ennoble love, 
Are ſo choicely match'd a pair, 
Or with more conſent to move. 


= = NÞaoo „ 8 =» = „ 
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Fortunately for Jemmy's deſign, it ſo 
fell out thas the converſation turn'd 


chiefly on the ſubje& of gaming on ac- 


count of a certain lady, who having no 
more than five and twenty hundred 

unds per annum, had, according to 
E own confeſſion, loſt nine thouſand in 
one ſeaſon at play. 


Jenny expreſs'd, with ſo much warmth 
and ſpirit, the contempt ſhe had of thoſe 
who made a kind of buſineſs, or trade, 
1s it were of this amuſement, as ſuffi- 
ciently denoted the ſincerity of her heart, 
while ſhe was ſpeaking, and gave Jemmy 
an infinite ſatisfaction in hearing her. 


The two beautiful ſiſters made but a 
very ſhort viſit, as Jemmy had conjectu- 
red, and after they were gone, he reſum- 
ed the topic they had all been talking 
on; * You women, ſaid he ſmiling, have 
much the advantage over us men; ſome 
| ' of you, at leaſt, have been ingenious 
enough to have found out a very eaſy 
' method of diſcharging all the debts 
they contract at play: 2 you, 
continued he, a thouſand. inſtances of 
what I ſay; but ſhall content myſelf 
* with only one, in which a friend of mine 


' made me the confidant, and on whoſe 


« veracity 
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© veracity I dare as much * as if 


© I had been in his place, and one ot the 
< chief parties concern'd in it. 


Finding Jenny look'd earneſtly upon 
him all the time he had been ſpeaking, 
and ſeem'd in a diſpoſition to give atten- 
tion to every thing he faid upon that 
ſubject, he went on, and related to her, 
with as much brevity and modeſty as 
ſuch an affair would permit, all that had 
paſs'd between himſelf, Liberia, and the 
other gentleman, who had been a ſharer 
with him in the favour of that Jady, 
hiding from her only the names and ſome 
few circumſtances which might have gi- 
ven her room. to gueſs more than he 
wiſh'd ſhe ſhould do, 


Jenny was ſhock'd to the very foul at 
this recital ; ſhe had been witneſs of 
many extravagancies that women, who 
devote themſelves to gaming, are often 
guilty of; ſhe knew very well that they 
reduced themſelves to great ſtreights, ſome- 
times even to the total ruin of their own 
and husbands fortune; but could never 
have imagined that any of them, merely 
for the ſake of play, would have proceet- 
ed to thoſe frightful lengths ſhe now was 
told of, | N 


Aſtet 
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After having expreſſed ſome part of 
her aſtoniſhment and indignation at ſuch 
a depravity of nature, How ought, cried 
« ſhe, every one to guard . againſt the. 
« firſt approaches of this dangerous pro- 
« penſity | and then again, bleſs me! 
© added ſhe, how can any one, who has 
« 4 tongue to ſpeak, and common ſenſe 
* to dictate what they ſay, laviſh thoſe 
hours in gaming, which might be paſs'd 
{in an agreeable and improving conver- 
* fation ! If no other ill conſequences than | 
* bearly loſs of time attended it, methinks it * 
© were enough to hinder uy one, not al- | 
© together void of reaſon, from purſuing, | 
© with the eagerneſs ſome do, an amuſe- 
© ment at the beſt trifling and idle.“ 


It is not to be doubted but that Jemmy 
was quite tranſported, at finding in his 
fair miſtreſs ſentiments ſo juſt and fo 
exactly conformable to thoſe he had, with 
the greateſt ardency, wiſh'd ſhe ſhould be 
infpired with ; he had no words which 
{em'd to him ſufficient to praiſe, as they 
deſerved, her prudence and penetration. 
yet faid enough on that occaſion to put 
her modeſty to the bluſh. | 
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I believe that many of our lex, wit 
as little inclinatioa as my ſelf to play, 
have been enticed to it by the examples 
of thoſe whom we are ſo filly as to 
think. it an honour to imitate, even in 
their vices; whatever, we ſee practiſed 


by thoſe of the great world becomes a 


law to us of the inferior claſs ; and 1 
can tell you, that it is not to my own 
judgment, but to mere accident, t! at 
1 am brought to @ more reatunablc 


way of thinking. 


'< You muſt know, continued ſhe, that 
a lady, who is a diſtant relation of mine, 


took me with her one evening to the 
route of a perſon of condition; there 
was a prodigious deal of company, 
three large rooms made into one, and 
no leſs than fourteen tabl.s ſet out for 
different ſorts of gamiug; — every 
body played, and though I never was 
fond of cards, yet was aſhamed, in ſo 
public an aſſembly, not to do as others 
did, ſo engaged myſelf with a party 
who were fitting down to whiſt: either 
through want of ſkill, or attention, 1 
foon loſt twenty pieces, which was all 
had about me at that time; but ha- 


ving no notion of giving over, as the 


others were for continuing, I went to 
my couſin, who was at quadrille at 
; He: another 


JIMMY and JENNY JESAMY. 123 
another table, in order to get a freſh ſup- 
« ply from her; bur, to my great mortih- 
cation, found ſhe was entirely ſtript as 
« well as myſelf; there was none of the 
« company, with whom I was intimate 
« enough to become a borrower. 


« [ mu confeſs, purſued ſhe, that I 
« then was filly enough to be heartily 
« vex'd at this diſappointment, and re- 
tired to the other end of the room, de- 


« bating within myſelf whether I ſhould 


go quite away, or ſtay to ſee how my 


* coulin would behave, who I found was 


« ſtill at play with the ſame party ſhe 
had been engaged in. As I was in 
this perplexity, the earl of ***, Who 
had betted at our table, and been wit- 
© neſs both of my ill luck and preſent 
confuſion, came towards me, and put- 
ting a purſe, that ſeem'd very weighty, 
into my hand, which he held faſt 
graſp'd between both his, — It is 
« pity, ſaid he, that ſo fine a young 
lady ſhould be deprived of her diver- 


ſion on any account whatever, much 


* leſs on that of a little paultry caſh; 
accept theſe few pieces, they may be 
more lucky to you thin your own ; 
but if it prove otherwiſe, command as 
6 2 many 
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many from me as you ſhall ſtand in 
« need of. | 


< I proteſt to you, went ſhe till on, 
that I was ſo confounded at finding my 
ſelf accoſted in this manner, that I had 
neither courage nor preſence of mind 
enough to reſent at firſt ſo impudent 
an overture, as I ought to have done; 
and it was the ſimplicity of my beha- 
viour which, perhaps, encouraged him 
to proceed ; for I only aſking what his 
lordſhip meant, he reply'd with an air 
and voice ſufficiently explanatory of the 
baſe thoughts he had of me, I mean 
to devote myſelf, and all I have, at the 
altar of your charms ; happy if you 
ſmile upon the ſacrifice,” 


£09.05, 5 = Wo © 1 WT 80 To Wy 


0 Never was any poor creature ſo over- 
whelm'd with different paſſions as I 
then was ; amazement, ſhame, diſdain, 
and rage, at once role in my boſom, 
and almoſt ſtopp'd the paſſage of my 
breath. I forgot all reſpect of his birth 
and place ; and throwing the purſe he 
"had given me upon the floor, — carry 
your offers, ſaid J, to thoſe who want 
them, I deſpiſe both them and the hand 
from which they came, 


0 - „ 


D N N _ XA K aA MM M _A@& 


* — — ww <a oy CY 


CG 


Lag 


- 


JeMMy and JENNY JESSAMY. 125 
With theſe words I burſt from him 
and rejoin'd the company; my couſin 
was ſtill playing, having borrow'd of 
ſome perſon ſhe was acquainted with, 
and I kept leaning over the back of 
her chair all the time we ſtay'd ; his 
W paſs*d by me more than once, 
and diſcover'd by his looks that he was 
no leſs affronted at my behaviour than 
I had been at his, which, contrary to 
what it is likely his vanity might make 
him imagine, gave me more ſatisfaction 
than diſcontent. | 


© I was, however, very much agitated 


to think that any man, how great ſo- 
ever, had dared to treat me with the free- 
dom he had done; on coming home I 
complained of it to my coulin, but 


ſhe only ridiculed me for it; told me 


I was a novice in the ways of the town; 
that if ſhe had been in my place, ſhe 
would have taken his money and laugh'd 
at him afterwards for beſtowing it; for 


which I liked her ſo ill, that I have 
ever ſince avoided her as much as 


poſſible... 


Thus you ſee, my dear Jemmy,” 


added ſhe, on concluding her little nar- 
rative, © that my diſlike of gaming 1s 
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not owing tomy prudence in con{fer- 
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ing the folly of it, for I confeſs I never 
thought much about the matter, but 
merely to my lord * **?*s behaviour; 
tor certainly no young woman of com- 
mon modeſty, if treated as I was, will 
ever indulge herſelf in an amuſement 


that renders her virtue liable to be ex. 


poſed to ſuch inſolent attacks.” 


It was not in the power of all ſhe could 
ſay, however, to make Jemmy deſiſt 
from giving her the praiſes ſhe deſerved, 


nor from entertaining in his mind the 


moft high idea of her underſtanding, as 
well as her virtue, inſomuch, that 
could he have thought himſeif equally 
qualified in what might be expected from 
a husband, as ſhe was in every thing that 
could be wiſh'd for in a wife, ke would 
have ſeen no reaſon for delaying tiwir 
mutual happineſs one moment. 


But a juſt conſciouſneſs of ſome little 
ſrailties, which afforded him too much 
pleaſure to be able as yet to rectify, made 
him forbear to preſs her on the ſubject 


of their marriage ſor the preſent. 


CHAP, 
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Con!atns a very . notable inſtance of 


Jriendſhipþ àa-la- mode. 


[7 HILE our lovers were thus en- 
deavouring to form their minds in 
ſach a manner as ſhould enable them to 
reader each other perfectly happy, when 
they ſhould come to be united together, 
there were not wanting ſome who made 
it their chief ſtudy to contrive the means 
of ſeparating them for ever. 


Jemmy had contracted a very nume- 
tous acquaintance ſince his father's death, 
many of whom had a large ſhare of his 
eſteem and friendſhip ; but there was one 
above the reſt whoſe humour and beha- 
viour he was particulatly taken with, 
and with whom he converſed with the 
moſt unreſerved freedom. 


This gentleman, who was called Bell- 
pine, was deſcended from a very ancient 
family, and had been, through the extra- 
vagance and ill management of his fa- 
ther, deprived of all that ought to have 
been his patrimony, except two hundred 
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pounds a year, which had been ſettteq 
upon his mother by way of jointure, 
and could not be diſſipated, 


He had, notwithftanding, been flar- 
ter'd with the expectation of being one 


day in poſſeſſion of an eſtate of near 


three thouſand pounds per annum, being 
the undoubted heir of an uncle, who ha- 


ring lived a batchelor till a. very ad- 


vanced age, there was not the leaſt pro- 
bability of his ever changing his condi 
tion, and much. leſs of his having any 
children, even in caſe ſuch a thing ſhoul: 
happen; and this dependance it was thai 
1 him from being bred up to any 
buſineſs or profeſſion, and alſo gave him 
an air of ſelt-ſufficiency, in ſome meaſure 
conformable to the fortune he ſo reaſon- 
ably hoped to become maſter of. 


This uncle, however, to the extreme 
ſurpriſe of all that knew him, at the age 
of eighty- two, and equally laden with 
infirmities and years, took it into his 


head to marry a daughter of one of his 


tenants in the country, — a girl ſcarce 
nineteen. | 


An accident ſuch as this, could not, 


when it happen'd, but give a very great 
ſhack to Bellpine, as he could not aſſure 


himſelf 
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himſelt but that, in ſpite of his uncle's 
great age, a Child, ſome way or other, 
might come, and cut him off at once 
from the inheritance he had been made' 
to depend upon; yet did he not ſuffer 
his ſpirits to ſink on this occaſion, he 
rather exerted them all, in order to find 
ſome means to remedy, or, at leaſt, to 
abate the aſperity of this diſappointment 3 
the moſt feaſible ones, he thought, would 
be to procure, if poſſible; ſome genteel 
employment about court, and, at the 
ſame time, make his addreſſes to ſome 
lady of an handſome fortune for a wife. 


He was ſolliciting at the levees of the 
great for the accompliſhment of his firſt 
project; and caſting about in his mind 
where he ſhould direct his courtſhip with 
the moſt probability of ſucceeding in the 
other, when he commenced an acquain- 
tance with Jemmy; chance brought them 
at firſt together, and a mutual liking 
of each other's converſation, by degrees, 
grew up to that intamacy between them 
already mention'd. | 


Jemmy was of the moſt open com- 
municative diſpoſition that man Gould 
poſſibly be; he had very few affairs in 
life which he made ſecrets of to any of 
thoſe whom he call'd his friends ; but 
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with Bellpine he maintain'd no reſerve 
he made him the confidant of all his 


| looſer pleaſures, his foibles, his very 


thoughts were not conceaPd from him; 
it therefore may be ſuppoſed that he 
diſguis'd not the honourable affection he 
had for Jenny, the care that both their 
parents had taken to bring them up in 
notions of being united together when 
they arrived at years of maturity, and 
alſo the reaſons urg'd on her ſide, and 
agreed to on his, for delaying, for ſome 
time, the celebration of their nuptials. 


As his heart was warm with a paſſion, 
which duty and the cuſtom of looking 
on her as the perſon ordain'd for his 
wife, had at firſt inſpired him with, and 
a juſt fenſibility of the many amiable 
qualities ſhe was miſtreſs of, had after- 
wards greatly heighten'd in him, he ſpoke 


ot her in a manner ſufficient to inflame 


the heart of the hearer with envy at his. 
happineſs ; in this, indeed, it muſt be 
confeſs'd that he ſhew'd& more fincerity 
than prudence; but as one of our poets 


obſerves, 


Thoſe free from guile themſelves, can 
ſcarce believe, | 
That others will. be falſe. 


Nor 
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Nor was this all; he contented not 
himſelf with giving him a bear idea of 
what ſne was, he introduced him to her 
acquaintance, he frequently made him a 
partner in his viſits to her, recommend- 
ed him as a perſon highly worthy of 
her eſteem and friendſhip; and, in fine, 
ſpoke of him in terms which obliged her 
to treat him as ſuch; little, alas, ſuſ- 
pecting that while doing this he was 
whetting the edge of a ſword that might 
one day be pointed againſt his own. 
bolom. | . 


Bellpine was far from being the man 
the honeſt heart of Jemmy miſtook him 
for; he was poſſeſs'd, it is true, of many 
accompliſhments both natural and. ac- 
quired ; but had no fund either of ho- 
nour or generoſity ; he knew perfectly 
well how to inſinuate himſelf into the 
good graces of thoſe he convers'd with; 
but thought himſelf not bound to make 
an adequate return for any. favours. he 
received from them; all his wiſhes were 
center'd in ſelf-gratitication, and no con- 
ſideration for others had ever any weight 
to make him deſiſt that favourite purſuit. 


Being of a difpoſition ſuch as I have 
deſcribed, it is not to be wonder'd at 
that the fine perſon and large fortune of 
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Jenny ſhould make him envy the hap. 


pineſs of him who was to be the poſſeſſor 
of that double treaſure ; he lov'd her on 
the ſcore of her beauty, her wit, and the 
many amiable qualities he had obſerved 


in her; but adored her as being the 
' miſtreſs of what he ſo much wanted; 


and fill'd with the idea of thoſe advan- 


tages he might reap in an alliance with 


her, made him reſolve on the attempt, 
and to take all the methods his inven- 
tive fancy could inſpire to alienate her 
affections from his friend. 


He had often heard jJemmy fay, that 
the agreement between them for protract- 
ing the celebration of their marriage 
had been firſt propoſed by her; from 


whence he concluded, that the paſſion 


the had for him was not ſo violent but 
that it might be eaſily withdrawn, if ſhe 
was once made to believe there was a 


decay in that he profeſs*d for her. 


He was fenfible, notwithſtanding, that 
there required a more than common ſhare 
of caution and addreſs in the manage- 
ment of this deſign; he ſaw very well, 
that Jenny had a great deal of ſagacity, 
and penetration; it behaved him there- 
ore, either to throw ſuch a temptation 
in Jemmy's way as ſhould render him 

| N 
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of behaviour as ſhould picque the pride 


| JeMMy and JENNY JESAMY. 133 
in effect ungrateful and perfidious, or 
contrive ſuch appearances of his being ſo, 
as could not be diſcover'd from reality 
by any human wit, 


With the firſt of theſe meaſures he 
commenc'd the proſecution of his delign, 
though of the two the leaſt feaſible to be 
accompliſh*d, as it was very difficult to 
find a woman who excell'd Jenny in any. 
one perfection, that can attract the cye, or 
captivate the heart; Love, ſaid he within 
+ himſelt, is ſeldom ſo much the effect 
of reaſon as of fancy, and if I can be 
* ſo lucky as to preſent an object capa- 
ble of firing the heart of this too 
happy rival with an amorous flame, 
© and ſhe has virtue or cunning enough 
to refuſe the gratification on any other 
terms than thoſe of marriage, it may 
ſo happen, that all the merits of Jenny, 

and his engagements with her, will be; 
too light to over-balance inclination.” 


«© a „ «a 


He knew that Jemmy was extremely 
fond of muſic ; he had ſeen. him in the 


_ utmoſt raptures on hearing a melodious 
voice, or an inſtrument finely play*d 


upon ; and it was by this bait he hoped 


to allure Jemmy from his vows ; or, at 


leaſt, to draw him into ſuch a manner 


of 
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of Jenny, and render her indifferent to- 


wards him. 


To diſſolve the cement of that tender 


affection, with which they now regarded 
each other, would go a great way towards 


gaining the point he aim'd at; he flat- 
ter'd himſelf, that if he could once ſer 


them at variance, he was at preſent 


enough in Jenny's favour to be able to 
obtain the- firſt ſhare in her tenderneſs, 
when taken off from the man who now 
engroſs'd it. 


The perfon, whoſe charms he intended 
as the ſnare to entrap the conſtancy of 
Jemmy, was call'd miſs Chit ; ſhe paſs'd, 
in the opinion of moſt people, for the 
daughter of a gentleman diſtinguiſhed in 
the world for nothing ſo much as for 
being her father ; but it was whiſper'd, 
by thoſe who pretended to be connioſſieurs 
in the ſecret intrigues of the great, that 
the really ſprung from parents of a much 
more elevated ſtation. - 


She was young, handſome, well fhap- 
ed, and though of ſomewhat too diminu- 
tive a ſtature, had an air and mien ex- 
tremely ſtrieking ; ſhe wanted neither 


wit nor aſſurance to ſet off the talents 


ſhe was miſtreſs of to the beſt advan- 
| tage ; 
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tage ; ſhe was a great courtier, and per- 
Netly fkill'd in all the rudiments of mo- 
dim good breding ; but the chief induce- 
ment that Bellpine had to make choice 
of her as the inſtrument of his purpoſe 
was this; nature had given her a voice 
that ſeem'd the very foul of har:rony, 
and when accompanied by her harpfi- 
chord, which ſhe finely touch'd, the mel- 
lifluous ſounds had power to calm the 
molt raging paſſions of the mind, and 
convert all into love and ſoft defire ; ſo 
that what the poet ſays of Mira might 
be juſtly enough aſcrib'd to her, 


The wretch, who from her wit and 
beauty flies, 
If ſhe but reach him with her voice, 
he dies. 


Bellpine frequently viſited this lady, 
and was welcome to her on account of 
his facetious converſation, and the intelli- 
gence he pick'd up among his acquain- 


tance, and was continually bringing her 


of the intrigues of the town. As he was 
well received by her, he could not fail 


of being ſo by her father, who, it was 


ealy to perceive, was but the ſecond per- 
ſon in the family; ſtanding as he did 


with both, it cannot be ſuppoſed he 


wanted 
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wanted intereſt to introduce any one he 
thought proper to her acquaintance. 


He would not, however, proceed too 
abruptly in the affair, as it might have 
ſpoil'd all, if either party had ſuſpected 
him of deſign ; but watch'd an oppor- 
tunity, when they were talking one day 
of muſic, to aſk Jemmy, in a careleſs 


manner, as it were by chance, if he had 


ever heard miſs Chit ſing and play? 


No, reply'd he, but I have heard ſhe 
does both to very great perfection.“ 
J wonder, ſaid the other, that you 
« ſhould not have the curioſity to be 
judge of her {kill that way yourſelf, as 
you are ſo great a lover-of muſic !” 


I have not the honour to be at all 
known. to her, return'd Jemmy, nor 
have even ever ſeen her, any more than 
en paſſant, once or twice I think at 
court, and two or three times in the 
mall with lady Fiſk,” 


GG GG G6 „„ „ 


© I am. pretty free there, cried Bell- 
pine, and if you. have an inclination to 
hear this female Orpheus of the town, 
will take you with me, and alſo engage 
ſhe ſhall give you a touch of her har- 
mony both vocal and inſtrumental ; 
15 « for, 
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* for, to do her juſtice, ſhe has not the 
* leaſt reſerve in this point; her harp- 
* ſichord is never out of tune, nor her 
© voice diſconcerted with a cold.“ 


Jemmy expreſs'd a great deal of ſa- 
tisfacti n at this offer, but gave much 
more than what he felt himſelf to his 
pretended friend, who look'd on the 
ready compliance he found in him as a 
happy beginning of the enterprize he had 
projected; ſo both being of the ſame 
mind, they agreed to meet at White's 
the next day, and then proceed on their 
viſit to the lady. = 
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I full of remarkable and intereſting 
particulars. 


ELL PINE bad no occaſion” ts 
make any previous apology to mils 


Chit for bringing a friend with him to 
viſit her, having already taken that li- 
berty, without her being diſpleaſed with 
it, in favour of ſeveral of his compa- 
nions, who had teſtified to him a deſire 
of becoming acquainted with her? 

But 
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Blut it was not in this manner he choſe 

to introduce Jemmy ; — the plot he had 
laid required they ſhould appear as agree- 
able as poſſible to each other; — it was 
therefore highly neceſſary to prepoſleſs her 
with ſuch an idea of the perſon ſhe was to 
ſee, as ſhould make her neglect nothing 
that might ſet off all the charms ſhe was 
miſtreſs of to the beſt advantage. 


Having well confidered within him- 
ſelf under what character a man was like- 
ly to appear in the eyes of a young, — 
gay, — vain woman, he went to her pretty 
early in the morning, and began with tel- 
ling her he was come in behalf of a gentle- 
man, who had entreated him to. be his 
interceſſor for permiſſion to wait on her 
with him that afternoon. 


This formal ſpeech, from a man whoſe 


uſual deportment might rather be accuſed. 


of too little than too much ceremony, 
made her laugh very heartily : — © Bleſs 
me, — ſaid ſhe, — what romances 


* ſure running back to the days of O- 
* roondates and Statyra ; if you have any 
friend to bring here, what need all this 
prelude ? you know very well that 
every one you introduce is welcome.“ 


* 


Bellpine 


have you been reading! — we are not 


— 
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le Bel'pine on this threw off the- ſerious 
d ur he had affected, and reſumed that free 
ind undaunted one which was moſt na- 
1 WW tural ro him, Faith, madam, anſwer'd 
be, I can eaſily join with you in laugh- 
© ing at myſelt ; I know I muit make an 
odd figure in the grave ſtrain, by the 
« pains J took in putting it on; but I 
© thought as I was one of cupid's har- 
© bingers, my meſſage ought to be de- 
' liver*d in ſomewhat above the common 
phraſe.“ | Hes 


A harbinger from cupid, cried ſhe ; 
« ] find then you would perſuade me you 
have this commiſſion to me from a 
* lover. Moſt certainly, anſwer'd he, 


he is already charmed with your face, 
your air, your ſhape, and there is only 
wanting your fine voice to complete 
i the conqueſt. 


Of whom? demanded ſhe ; tis fit I 
' ſhould know the name of this new 
vaſſal.“ Have a little patience, ſaid he, 
' and I will tell you every thing; in the 
* firſt place he is a young heir, lately 
come to the poſſeſſion of an eſtate ſuffi- 
* cient to ſupport a coach and ſix; in the 
* next he is handſome, well made, has as 

gentee 


from one who is three parts ſo at leaſt; 
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« genteel an addreſs as any man about 
* town ; laſtly, he is allow'd to have 


wit, honour, and good nature, and his 
name is Jeflamy.? 


I have ſeen that gentleman, return'd 
« ſhe, ſomewhat ſeriouſly ; and believe 
* you have done him no twore than Juſtice 
« in the repreſentation you have made of 
him; but I have been told he is deep- 
ly engaged, and on the 8 of being 
married to a young lady of his own 


name; I think they call her miſs Jenny 
Jeſſamy.“ | 


Nothing in it, upon my honour, 
« cried Beltpine; I can aver to you from 
my own knowledge, that there are no 
two people in the world of different 
« ſexes that have a more perfect indiffe- 
© rence for each other; there was, indeed, 
© ſuch a thing intended for them by their 
fathers; but the old men are both 
dead, and you know, madam, we young 
folks are apt to pay but little regard to 
the injunctions laid upon us by thoſe 
who are no longer in a condition to 
reſent our diſobedience. | 


* 


a M W 


< It is true, continued this artful de- 
ceiver, they ſee each other very fre- 
quently, hold a good correſpondence, 
| con- 


9 


| a 
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© converſe as friends; but without one grain 
« of inclination on either ſide. I am very 
(well aſſured, by what I have heard both 
« of them declare, that ſhould either of 
them inſiſt on the performance of the 
« covenant made between their parents, an 
« eternal breach muſt infallibly enſue.” 


Jemmy and Jenny Jeſſamy Kept too 
much company not to be well known in 
the . polite world ; their characters, their 
fortunes, and their mutual engagements, 
were no ſecret ; they were the ſubjects 
of converſation among many who had 
not the leaſt perſonal acquaintance with 
either of them; and it was a matter of 
ſurpriſe to every one that a marriage, 
WI vhich had fo long ago been projected, 
was not as yet conſummated. 


0 — — * 


As no body had pretended to diſcover 
any reaſon for this unaccountable delay, 
miss Chit might eaſily give credit to 
chat which Bellpine now aſſigned for it. 
hellpine watch'd her every look, and per- 
| ceiving that his inſinuations had wrought 
thus far on her belief, proceeded to what 
now ſeem'd to him a taſk not difficult 
to be accompliſh'd ; that of perſuading 
her Jemmy in reality felt ſome begin⸗ 
nings of a paſſion for her, | at 7 


© You- 


— N 
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Lou cannot imagine, ſaid he, with 
what raptures he expreſſes himſelf con- 
cerning you; the firſt time he faw you 
was at court; I was with him the ſame 
« evening, and he could talk on nothing 
but you the whole time we were toge 
ther. - What eyes ſhe has, —how btight, 
* how ſparkiing, —what a mouth, —how 
* finely turn'd, — how delicate is her 
* ſhape, —how enchanting is her air! 


R & A&A 


* Hold, mr. Rellpine,* interrupted ſhe, 
putting her hand hefore his mouth, for 
the ſake of curioſity no more; it you 
go on at this rate I ſhall know all be- 
fore- hand, and he will have nothing 
* new to ſay to me when he comes.“ 


« Nay, rejoin'd Bellpine, I do not 
* ſuppoſe he will ſay much to you at 
* this firſt viſit, nor perhaps at the ſe- 
© .cond, or even at the third. I have 
been told, by thoſe who have experi- 
* enced the paſſion, that a true lover 
never gets courage to declare what he 
feels to his miſtreſs till halt the town 
© are appriz'd of it by his behaviour ; 
but, purſued he, you will have pene- 
tration enough to read in his looks what 
his lips wants boldneſs to reveal.“ 


Piſh, 


„„ „„ 
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« Piſh, ſaid ſhe, do you think I ſhall 
give myſelf the trouble to examine his 
« looks ? it will be time enough tor me 
to attend to them when his tongue ſhall 
« have explain'd the dictat-s of his 
heart.“ | 


They had ſcme farther diſcourſe on 
this head, and in ſpite of the careleſs air 
mils Chit affected to put on, the cunning 
B:llpine ſaw the impreſſion his words 
had made upon her; and, after adding 
al that he thought neceſſary for ſtrength- 
ening it in her, took his leave, highly 
applauding himſelf in his mind for what 
he had done. 


He met Jemmy at the appointed hour 
at the chocolate houſe, and about tea 
time went with him on their purpoſed 
viſit ; on his ſending up his name they 
were immediately ſhew'd to the room 
where miſs Chit was fitting ; when he 
found, by the great care ſhe had taken 
in her dreſs, and the exactneſs of every 
thing about her, that he had not flattered 
nimiclf with a vain conjecture, but that 
ſhe was indeed as deſirous as he could 
win of appearing lovely in the eyes of 
this new gueſt, EZ +: | 


Jemmy, 


WY 
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Jemmy, being preſented her by Bell. 
pine, ſaluted her with the utmoſt gallan- 
try ; ſhe received him with a becoming 
modeſty, which, notwithſtanding, had 
ſomething of inviting in it; the conver- 
ation at firſt turn'd only on general to- 
pics; but Bellpine would not ſuffer it 
to continue ſo, and told her, in his 
uſual free manner, that he ſhould not 
think himſelf forgiven for the liberty he 
had taken, till ſhe had obliged both him 
and his friend with a ſong and a touch 
of her harpſichord. 


* — . — 


To this ſhe replied, with a ſprightly 
tone of voice and gelture, that what- 
ever he might think of her, ſhe had 
too much complaiſance for a ſtranger, 
who ſeem*d ſo well to deſerve it, not to 
do every thing in her power to render 
the viſit he had favour'd her with agree- . MW; 
able to him. | 


$ —— — — 22 — — 22 28 — — n 


In ſpeaking theſe words ſhe ſat down M1 
to her inſtrument, and, without waiting p 
for any more intreaties, began to ſing Mr. 
one of the moſt favourite airs in mr. 
Handel's laſt oratorio. . 

1 „ | 1 

As fhe had in reality a very fine voice, Wy, 
great ſkill in muſic, and played ac lt 

| ly 
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bly well, there was no occaſion that 
[emmy ſhould ſtretch truth to a pitch to» 
ligh in expreſſing the pleaſure he took in 


hearing her. 


But it was not in mere words alone he 
teſtified the mighty influence that the well 
concerted notes had over him ; — he lan- 
eviſhed, — he died, — his foal ſecm'd all 
abſorb'd, — diſſolv'd in extacy ; —and 
he not only ſpoke, but look'd in ſuch a 
manner as without being prepoſſeſs'd, 
35 ſhe was, with an opinion of his ha- 
ving a paſſion for her, might well make 
her believe ſhe had other charms for 
him beſides thoſe of her voice and ſkill 
in muſic. 


As often as ſhe gave over, Bellpine 
preſs'd her to renew the harmony; and 
lometimes Jemmy aſſumed the boldneſs 
to ſecond a petition, which he was very 
ſenſible was made entirely on his ac- 
count. The lady was not refractory to 
their united intreaties, and continued 
playing till her father came into her 
room. 


The uſual compliments being paſt, 
they all ſat down and enter'd into con- 
verſation; but whatever ſubject was 
ſtarted by the old gentleman, either the 

mL H one 
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One or the other of miſs Chit's viſitors 
had the addreſs to turn it on the praiſe 
of mulic, and the perfection which ſhe 
had attain'd to in that ſcience, 


Jemmy ſaid many things which might . 
ſeem extravagant on this occaſion ; but 
thinking he had ſtay'd long enough for Wt: 
a firſt viſit, roſe up and was preparing to 
take his leave, when mr. Chit, who had M1 
been tutor'd before-hand by his daughter 
how he ſhould behave, would not ſuffer 
him to ſpeak of going, ſeiz'd upon his 
hat and gloves, and ſaid that if his 
daughter had afforded them any enter- 
tainment, it was owing to him for ha- 
ving provided the beſt maſters for her; 
and he therefore expected they would 
recompence him for it, by giving him 
their company the remainder of the 
evening; adding, that ſupper was juſt 
ready to be ſerved up. 


Jemmy would fain have excuſed him- 
ſelf, as he had an appointment which he 
was very unwilling to break ; but there 
was no reſiſting the preſent kind com- 
pulſion, eſpecially as miſs Chit conde- 
{cended to join her intreaties with her 
father's ; he therefore comply*d and con- 

- tented himſelf with ſending an apology 
to thoſe who expected his coming. Th 
; | | ; 
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The collation prepared for them was 
ſo elegant, the old gentleman's conver- 
ſation ſo facetious, and his daughter's 
muſic ſo delightful, that the night was 
almoſt loſt in morning- dawn when Jemmy 
and his falſe friend came away; but 
what uſe the latter made of this long 
viſit the reader will very ſoon diſcover. 


CCC ERP ACTERCVATAASIENE RTE 
CHAP. XIV. 


Seems big with the promiſe of ſome 
mighty matters hereafter to be brought 
to hight. 


T was ſo very late when the little 

company broke up, that Bellpine had 
no opportunity of putting any queſtions 
to Jemmy concerning his ſentiments of 
the lady he had introduced him to ; 
and as they lived different ways, took 
leave of each other at mr. Chit's door, 
without any farther ſpeech that night. 


Full of impatience, however, for the 
ſucceſs of his pernicious plot, he went 
pretty early the next morning to his 
houſe; and, according to his wiſh, found 
by + © H 2 him 
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him quite alone, and got yet ready to 


go abroad. 


He was ſcarce ſat down, when he had 
the ſatisfaction of hearing Jemmy him- 


| Jelt prepare the way for the converſation 


he intended to entertain him with, by 


_ thanking him for the pleaſure he had en- 
joy'd the night before through his means. 


I wiſh from my ſoul, reply'd this 
wicked incendiary, that it were in my 
power to procure you a much more 
ample and ſubſtantial one; muſic in- 
dulges no more than a ſingle ſenſe, 
miſs Chit has charms that might en- 
groſs the whole five— Ah, Jemmy, — 
continued he, embracing him, what a 
heaven it would be, after an hour or 
two of dalliance, to be lull'd to ſleep 
by that angelic voice, preſſing at the 
ſame time the ruby lips whence the 
tranſporting ſounds proceeded ! and 
then, ye gods, awake to a new raptures 
and repeated bliſs.* 


Jemmy laugh'd heartily at the extaſy 
which the other affected to feel through 
the force of imagination. You wilh 
me a happineſs, cried he, yet ſpeak, 
e methinks, as if you could not avoid 


being one of thoſe who would envy me 


« the 
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the poſſeſſion of it; but my dear friend, 
added he, you have no need to be 
© under any apprehenſions on that ſcore 
for to deal ſincerely, I like miſs Chit 
das a muſician, but ſhall never think of | 
her as a woman.“ 


Theſe words gave a moſt terrible ſhock 
to the high- raiſed expectations of B-11- 
pine; but: as he was maſter of an un- 
common ſhare of artifice, and an equal 
preſence of mind, it was eaſy for him 
to conceal one emotion under the ſhew 
of another; and, ſtarting beck with 4 
well contrecfeires ſurpriſe, * Impoſſible, 
' cried he, you cannot ſure be ſo inſen- 
ſible, ſo altogether untouch'd with 
' charms that half the town are running 
mad after !? 


5 © You know, anſwer'd Jemmy, with a 
1 WW very ſerious air, I am under engage- 
© ments elſewhere, which will not permit 
me to make my addreſſes to [$24 or 
any other woman upon honourable 
y terms; and I cannot ſuppoſe they would 
x4 be accepted by miſs Chit if offer d with 
Ih view of a different nature.“ 


:1 IJ cannot flatter you fo far as that, 
| indeed, reply'd he, ſtill diſconcerted, 
he nd more ſo, when Jemmy haſtily re- 
H ä 'd, 

3 Join 
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Join*d, I wonder, Bellpine, that having 
* ſo juſt a ſenſe of the lady's merit, you 


* never made your court to her your- 
e 


On an interrogatory, ſo unthought on, 
all his audacity forſook him; he was ſilent 
for ſome moments, but at length re- 
covering himſelf, his ready wit furniſh'd 
him with an excuſe which ſeem'd plau- 
ſible enough, and was certainly the only 
one that could have had the leaſt ap- 
pearance of ſincerity. 1 


I ſhall diſguiſe nothing of the truth 
from you, ſaid he; to be plain then, 
it is my vexatious circumſtances which 
alone deter me; ſince my uncle has 
taken a ſtep that may poſſibly deprive 
me of the inheritance I was born to 
expect, I have no dowry to offer with 
my ſervices ; a woman that has money 
demands a jointure adequate to the ſum 
ſhe brings; and for me to marry one 
whoſe only portion is her beauty and good 
qualities, would render both her and 
myſelf for ever miſerable; ſo that 
whether miſs Chit is, or is not a for- 
tune, ſhe is quite out of the queſtion 
with me as a wife.“ | 


W A U W = 1 1 a6 


He 
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He ſpoke all this. with ſo much ſeem- 
ng candour and openneſs of heart, that 
jemmy thought himſelf more than ever 
confirm'd in the opinion he had always 
entertain'd of the good ſenſe and honour 
of his friend ; and readily agreed with 
him, that where a marriage was conſum- 
mated between two perſons, neither of 
whom had a ſufficient competency, it 
could not fail of making both parties 
equally unhappy, and alſo of entailing 
laſting wretchedneſs on their poſterity. 


Bellpine ſoon grew weary of this diſ- 
courſe, as it had no connexion with his 
preſent views; and therefore made his 
viſit much ſhorter than he at firſt had 
ntended it, and retir'd to a place where 
he might give a looſe to his diſcontent, 
and contrive ſome other means of bring- 
ing his deſigns to perfection, ſince thoſe 
he had already eſſay'd had proved ſo 
neffectual. | 


As it was not in his power to make 
Jemmy become guilty in fact, his next 
reſource was to make him appear ſo: 
to blacken him by any ill report directly 
to Jenny herſelf, he knew would be in 
van, and treated with contempt by a 
woman of her penetration; he therefore 

23-4; took 


J HISTORY gf. . 

took a more artful and more ſure, tho 
flow method of infuſing the poiſon cf 
jealouſy and indignation into her ſoul; 
he gave it out in whiſpers, inuendoes, 
and dark hints, among thoſe whom he 
tound fond of ſcandal and of explaining 
myſteries of that kind, that Jemmy had 
an utter averſion to Jenny in his heart; 
that he was ſeeking ſome excuſe to break 
entirely with her; and that it was miſs 
Chit who had cauſed this change in him: 
ne had no great cauſe to doubt but. that 
this rumour would ſpread from one to 
another through the town, and become 
ſo much the univerſal ſecret, that it could 
not fail of reaching Jenny's ears ; and 
then he concluded that it would, by de- 
grees, ſtcal itlelt into her belief. 


As Jemmy was a man of pleaſure, and 
did not live without many tranſient 
amours, it may ſeem a little ſtrange to 
fome people that Bellpine, who by his 
intimacy with him, could not be a 
ranger to the errors of his conduct, 
did not chuſe to get communicated to 
Jenny ſuch things as a very ſmall en- 
quiry would convince her were true, ra- 
ther than endeavour to alarm her with 
reports which had no foundation in fact. 


But 
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But this was not Bellpine's way of 
reaſoning; he rightly judged, that a wo- 
man of Jenny's underſtanding might 
eaſily be brought to forgive the frailties 
of youth and nature in a man of Jemmy's. 
gay and volatile diſpoſition; but would 
de irreconcileable, implacable, if once 
made to believe he addreſs'd any other 
upon honourable terms. 


It is eaſy for perſons capable of invent- 
ing falſhoods to propagate them in ſuch a 
manner as to make them pals current for 
2 time, and yet avoid any detection of 
their being the authors of it ; it is not 
by ſaying directly a thing is ſo, that a 
ſtory ſo much gains credit, as by half 
words, — winks, — nods, and other ſuch 


lke geſtures ; — theſe are the traps which 


catch the unwary, and give an air of 
reality to that which has no exiſtence. 
Bellpine at leaſt was well verſed in this“ 
art, and practiſed it with ſuch ſucceſs as 


to the matter in queſtion, and was ſo far 


from being ſuſpected of having raiſed 


this report, that he has often been aſk'd 


by thoſe who heard from other hands 
what his opinion was concerning the truth 


of it. 


H 5 Jenny, 
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Jenny, on account of her many ac- 
compliſhments and good nature, was ſo 
generally beloved by thoſe who knew her, 
and her character in ſuch eſtimation 
with thoſe who were not perſonally ac- . 
quainted with her, that none could hear, 
without the moſt extreme ſurpriſe, that 
ſhe was about to be forſaken by a man 
who from his very infancy had been 
taught to look upon her as his future 
wife, and for whom ſhe nfade no ſecret 
of having the molt tender affection. 


But whenever this ſubject was men- 
tion'd to Bellpine, as it frequently fo 
happen'd, he affected to hang down his 
head and be entirely ſilent ; or, if deſir'd 
by ſome one or other of the company to 
ſpeak his thoughts, I am no judge of 

(the affair, would he ſay, mr. Jeſſam 
dis my friend, and I ſhould be loth to 
think him capable of a bad action; 
miſs Jenny is certainly a fine girl, and 
ſo is miſs Chit ; if he has changed his 
ſentiments he doubtleſs has his reaſons, 
but 1 know nothing of it.“ 


* 


R 0 #S 


> His intimacy with Jemmy was fo well 
N known, that theſe undeterminate anſwers 
| from him gave more credit to the ſtory * 
j : | than 
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than the moſt politive aſſurances given 
by any other perſon could have done. 


Nor was this all; to give the greater 
zppearances of the truth of what he 
thought it was ſo much his intereſt to 
have believed, he contrived it ſo that 
ſemmy and miſs Chit ſhould frequently 
be ſeen together in public places, though, 
for the moſt part, they met without the 
aſt deſign on the ſide of either of them. 


Jemmy, indeed, could not avoid be- 
ing ſomewhat acceſlary in corroborating; 
the aſperſion caſt upon himſelf, as he had 
been introduced to that young lady, and 
received by her in the manner above- 
mentioned, the complaiſance due to her 
ſex and rank, join'd to the pleaſure he 
took in hearing her ſing and play, ob- 
lg d him ſometimes to viſit her; Bell- 
pine was generally with them; and when 
he was ſo, always found ſome pertext or 
other to draw them out where he knew 
there would be people who would not 
tal to take notice of their being together. 


It requires more pains to be a villain: 
than ſome people may imagine; beſides; 


ments. to the world far different from 


impoſing upon Jemmy, and making him 
att in a manner which ſhew'd his ſenti- 


H 6 what: 
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what they were in reality, Bellpine had 


alſo another card to play, which coſt 
him little leſs contrivance. | 


As he had poſleſs'd miſs Chit at firſt 
with a belief that Jemmy was ſeriouſly 
_ inſpired with a paſſion for her, and knew 
very well that gentleman's behaviour had 
not at all been conformable to the aſſu- 
rances he had given her on his account, 
it behoved him to reconcile this contra- 
diction ſo as not to leave her any room 
to ſuſpect the deception he had put upon 
her. | 


He therefore continued, day after day, 
to carry her ſome freſh intelligence of the 
fine things Jemmy ſaid of her; and in- 
ſinuated that there was a-deſign on foot, 
which, when once executed, would afford 
him a plauſible pretence for breaking off 
entirely with Jenny; and that then he 
would avow his paſſion and declare him- 
ſelf devoted only to her, 


Whether this young lady was abſolute- 
ly convinced of the truth of what he ſaid, 
I will not take upon me to determine; 
becauſe, indeed, it is highly probable ſhe 
never gave herſelf the trouble to examine 
the conſiſtency of the ſtory. 5 

| an- 


d 
lt 
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Dangerous, however, might ſuch an 
impoſition have been to ſome ladies, to 
have been flatter'd with the hopes of an 
alliance with a man ſuch as Jemmy, per- 
tectly agreeable in his perſon, accompliſh- 
ed in his manners, and opulent in his 
fortune; and then to find at once all 
thoſe golden expectations vaniſh into air, 
might certainly have been fatal in its 
conſequences, to a heart young, tender, 
and unexperienced in deceit. 


Happy was it for miſs Chit, in this point 
at leaſt, that the variety of company, 
the many fine things ſaid to her by per- 
ſons of condition, and particularly the 
devoirs, whether feign'd or real, of a 


certain foreign miniſter, hinder*d her from 


being- too- attentive to the idea which 
the artifices of Bellpine might otherwiſe 
have engroſs'd her with. 


bebo 
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CHAP XV. 


Contains an example that for a woman 
to be too good is not one of thoſe thing, 
which are impoſſible to be found in 
human life, 


T HOUGH the foregoing report, be- 
gan and induſtriouſly propagated by 
Bellpine, had ſpread itſelf through all the 
acquaintance both of Jemmy and Jenny, 
yet did it not preſently reach the ears of 
either of them; and they went on, as 
they had been accuſtom'd to do, com- 
municating to each other every little ad- 
venture which fell into the way of each, 


provided they were ſuch as might be, in 


any meaſure, conducive to the important 
end propoſed, that - of rectifying or im- 
proving their minds. 


Among the many they recited to each 
other, ſome of which were too trifling to 
be inſerted here, Jemmy happen'd upon 
one of a moſt extraordinary nature, and 
therefore muſt not be omitted; it was 


this 1 


He 
27 
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He had been for ſome time pretty 19 


converſant with a gentleman named Kel- 
ſey; he was a man of family, fortune, 
good ſenſe, and a very agreeable compa- 
nion; but one thing was ſaid of him, 


that, in the opinion of all the diſcreet iy 
part of his acquaintance, tarniſh*d the KY 
luſtre of all his other qualities, — that of = 
his being a very bad husband to a moſt C 
deſerving wife. | 
This lady, to whom he had been mar- 4 
ried ſcarce a year, was very young, beau- 4 
titul, and had every thing in her perſon 1 
requiſite to make her beloved; and was wn 
in high eſtimation for the ſtrictneſs of her "9 
virtue, her piety, and the affability of her „ 
behaviour; how could it then but ſeem N 
ſtrange to Jemmy, that two perſons of 
the characters theſe bore in the world BY 
ſhould not live happily together? he ne: ü 
yer heard any mention of the diſagree- "_ 
ment between them, without feeling a kind 1 
of painful curioſity for the cauſe, but he =. 
could find none who were able to give Wo 
him any information in that point, tho“! 7 
every one ſpoke loudly of the effects. 3 


Chance at laſt preſented him with the 1 
wiſh'd for diſcovery: a gentleman of iN 
üſtinction, a diſtant relation of Jemmy's, | 

EK: 
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was to have a private concert at his own 
houſe z Jemmy was one of the invited 
perſons, with leave to bring any friend 
with him whom he ſhould think proper; 
on which he made choice of Kelſey, and 
accordingly made him a viſit on the 
morning of the day appointed, to deſire 
he would accompany him to this enter- 
tainment, if not previouſly engaged to 
any other place. f 


Mr. Kelſey thank'd him for the oblig- 
ing offer he had made him, reply*d, that 
he had no engagement at all upon his 
hands; but it I had, ſaid he, I ſhould 
be tempted to break through it, ſince [ 
am certain none could afford me fo. 
much real pleaſure as that of waiting 


on mr. Jeſſamy any where; but more 


«© eſpecially, continued he, on an occa- 
* ſion ſo perfectly agreeable to my taſte. 


Jemmy, after having made a ſuitable 
return to this compliment, was preparing 
to take leave, and defir'd that they might 
meet at White's chocolate-houſe about 
ſix; but the other would not ſuffer him 


to _ this manner, he inſiſted on 


his ſtaying to dine with him, and paſs 
the time where he was till the hour ar- 
rived in which they ſhoyld adjourn to a 
place more-agrecable, 

1 Anz Jemmy 


JaMMy and JENNY JESSAMY. 161 


Jemmy would have excuſed himſelf 
from dining, as he had not the honour, 
he ſaid, to be known to his lady: — to 
which mr. Kelſey anſwer'd, that his wife 
was not ignorant of the reſpect due from 
her to any of her huſband's friends. 


The curioſity that Jemmy had for 
being an eye-witneſs of a lady's deport- 
ment whom he had heard ſo much of, 
and as yet had never ſeen, ſhe ſeldom 
appearing in any public place, prevail'd 
with him at length to comply with her 
husband's requelt ; they amuſed themſelves 
with looking over ſome fine pieces of 
muſic, which mr. Kelſey had that morn- 
ing brought home in ſcore, till three 
o'clock, at which hour he had order'd 
dinner to be ready. 


The clock having ftruck, that gentle- 
man conducted his gueſt into the next 
room, where they found the ſideboard 
ſet out, the cloth laid, the corks of the 
bottles drawn, and every thing prepared 
for dinner being ſerved up ; but no ſer- 
vant. was in waiting all was huſh'd and 
filent as tho* they had juſt roſe from 
table, inſtead of not being as yet ſet down, 


Mr. 


4 
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Mr. Kelſey waited fome minutes, but in 
at laſt rung the bell, on which the but- Wl e 
ler came up; on being aſk'd it dinner 
was not ready, he reply'd, with ſome he- 
fitation, that he would enquire of the 
cook, and then went haſtily away ; ſoon 
after mr. Kelicy rung again, and another 
ſervant appear'd, to whom his maſter 
making the {ame demand as to the for- 
mer, anſwer d bluntly, that his lady was 
not yet come out of her cloſet: Go then 
© and call her, ſaid mr. Kelſey :* — the 
fellow went, but returned immediately, 
and ſaid the door was lock'd, and tho! 
he had both knock'd and call'd could 
get no anſwer; on which mr. Kelſey 
grew extremely red, and begging pardon 
of Jemmy for leaving him alone a mo- 
ment flew up ſtairs himſelf. _ 


Jemmy was very much ſurpris'd at all 
this, but had not time to make any re- 
flections on it; mr. Kelſey came preſently 
down follow'd by his lady, a very lovely 
woman, indeed; but ſeem'd greatly diſ- 
concerted : Jemmy advanced to pay her 
the civilities of a ſtranger, which, in ſpite 
of the confuſion ſhe was in, ſhe receiv'd 
with the utmoſt ſweetneſs and good breed- 
ing, and they all ſat down to table. 


The 


JemMy and Jenny JESAMY. 163 


The firſt courſe was ſerved up in an 
inſtant ; the garniſhing of the diſhes was 
elegant enough and inviting to the appe- 
tite, as doubtleſs what they contain'd 
would alſo have been, if not ſo much 
prolong'd beyond the neceſſary time: 
mr. Kelſey ſtuck his fork firſt into one 
thing and then into another, then threw 
it down, bit his lips, and ſeem'd in very 
great emotions. "on EA 


Jemmy could be at no loſs to gueſs 
the occafion ; and, to palliate the diſcon- 
tent he ſaw him in, help'd himſelf pretty 
plentifully out of that diſh which was near- 
eſt to him; but never was any thing ſo 
ſpoil'd, the t ruffles, morelles, artichokes, 
and other ſuch things as ſhould embelliſh 
the ſauce were in a manner diſſolv'd in 
it, and the meat itſelf wanted little of be- 
ing ſo too, ſo that nothing but the bones 
diſcovered what it was. 


Yet Jemmy fell to eating heartily, 
crying it was very fine, that it was dreſs'd 
exactly to his taſte; but this politeneſs 
in him did not reſtore the good humour 
of his friend; the lady too was in ſome 
pain on ſeeing the ill effects which her 
ſtaying too long in the cloſet had pro- 
duced ; and, addreſſi ng herſelf to J _— 
+ I am 
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« I am afraid, fir, faid ſhe, that your 

_ © complaiſance at this time gets the better 
of your ſincerity ; what is here is very 
* much over done ; but I hope we ſhall 
not find every thing ſo.” 


As ſhe ended theſe words a ſervant ſet 
a fine hare upon the table, and mr. Kel. 
ley perhaps flattering himſelf that his wife 
might be a true propheteſs on this occa- 
ſion, took up his knife and fork once 
more, in order to carve; but the ſkin 
was ſo dried by being kept at a diſtance 
from the fire, that he found ſome difi- 
culty to penetrate it, and when with much 
labour he had done ſo, the fleſh beneath 
fell ſpontaneouſly from the bones, and 
indeed was almoſt fit for pulverizing. 


Mr. Kelſey, who was naturally fiery, 
and apt to kindle on every little provo- 
cation, now loſt all patience ; he flung 
the diſh from him with ſuch a vehemence, 
that but for the footman's agility in 
catching it between his hands it muſt 
have fallen on the floor. 


The lady, who was all confuſion, faid 

' ſhe was ſorry and aſhamed that it had 
happened ſo: + S'death, madam, cry'd 
he, ſtarting from the table, does it ever 
* happen otherwiſe? if you had even 
common 
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common decency, you would not treat 
eme in this manner: can you find no 
time to pray but juſt when dinner is 
coming upon table? muſt my appetite 
« continually be ſtarved, my peace de- 
« ſtroy'd, my reputation ſcandalized, my 
© friends affronted, and all through your 
© unſeaſonable devotion ?? 


It is mighty well, my dear, reply'd 
© ſhe riſing, it is mighty well; but I ſhall 
ſay no more; it is from heaven alone 
© that I muſt ſeek ſupport, under the ill 
humour and intemperance of a huſband :? 
then turning to Jemmy, aſk'd his pardon 
for what had paſt, and went haſtily out 
of the room with eyes all bathed in tears. 


Would to heaven I had never ſeen 
© your face,” cry'd mr. Kelſey furiouſly, 
and . ſtamping with his foot as ſhe was 
going out; but ſhe took no notice either 
of his words or actions, and paſs'd on as 
faſt as ſhe could : he continued walking 
about the room with geſtures which evi- 


dently denoted the inward rage he was 


poſſeſs'd of, while Jemmy labour'd, tho? 
for ſome time in vain, to convince him 


that he was in the wrong to put himſelf 


into ſuch agitations on account of an 
accident. 


s Call 
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Call it not accident, mr. Jeſſamy, 
reply'd he, what you have now been 
witneſs of has been almoſt every day 
repeated ever ſince our marriage. Oh, 


could curſe the hour, — the day,— the 
inſtitution, —ſacred as it is call*d, that 
Join'd together two ſuch oppoſites ?? 


o 
5 
* 
continued he, almoſt raving, — how [ 
o 
o 
a 


At laſt, however, the conſideration he 


had for his friend got the better of the 


reſentment he had againſt his wife, and 
ſetting down again and making Jemmy 
do ſo alſo : I know not, ſaid he, whe- 


© ther I ſhall ever be forgiven for the 


*'rudeneſs I have been guilty of; you 
have, indeed, ſuffer*d too much through 
the folly of my wiſe, and I ought not 
to have prolong'd your pennance by my 
„ill humour, notwithſtanding the juſtiſi- 
ableneſs of it had, I been alone.“ 


He then, without waiting for Jemmy's 
reply, call'd to the butler and aſk'd him 
if there were any cold meats in the houſe 
that might ſupply the difficiency they had 
ſuſtain'd: the man on this ran down 
ſtairs, and preſently return'd follow'd by 
another ſervant with a large ham, ot 
which a very little had been cut. Come 
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my dear friend, ſaid mr. Kelſey, a cold 
© repaſt is better than none at all; this 
© we had yeſterday and could not be 
* ſpoil'd, tho* the chickens about it fell 
to pieces of themſelves, like the hare 
you juſt now ſaw,” 


He ſaid no more, but fell heartily on 
the ham before them ; Jemmy, who for 
al his complaiſance had made but a half 
dinner, follow'd his example; and a deſert, 
conſiſting of tarts, pitty-patties, Jellies, 
fruits, and ſuch like things, being after- 
wards placed upon the table, neither of 
theſe gentlemen had any reaſon to com; 
plain of their bad living that day, 


When the cloth and ſervants were with- 


were the ſole witneſſes of their converſa- 
ton, Jemmy finding the other was now 
n a diſpoſition to bear it, began to rally 
him a little on the ſubject of his late diſ- 
quiets : © Faith, reply*d mr. Kelſey, I have 


cannot bear the leaſt diſappointment 
in victuals; and this fervour of devotion 
' takes my wife at ſuch odd periods, that 
whether I have company, or am ob- 
' lig'd to go out on buſineſs at an ap- 
pointed hour, never can be certain that 


s dinner 


dawn, and the bottle and the glaſſes. 


a true Engliſh ſtomach of my own, and 
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dinner will be ſerved according to the 


This unhappy humour in her, con- 
tinued he, it is that drives me ſo much 
abroad, I am compell'd by it to en- 
tertain my friends at a tavern, to tranſ- 
act all my affairs there; and ſometimes 
indeed, to refreſ my own ſenſes with 
peace, and a bit of meat dreſs'd as it 


. ought to be. How is it poſſible I ſhould 


love home, when the very perſon in 


whofe power it chiefly is to render it 


agreeable, exerciſes that power rather 
to create diſguſt than liking ? I once 
loved her, and none but ſhe herſelt 
could have wean'd my heart from the 
tender paſſion I had for her; but be- 
ſides, whenever I complain of what you 
have ſeen, and ſome other irregularities 
in domeſtic life, ſhe buriis into tears 
and reproaches ; accuſes me of unkind- 


neſs, of intemperance, of prophaneſs to 


heaven, of regarding too much the 

things of this world, and ſuch like ſtuff, 

which if I fly to avoid, I am at leaſt 

juſtified in the poet's words. 

Clamours our privacies uneaſy make, 

Birds leave their neſts diſturb'd, and 
beaſts their haunts forſake. 


Jemmy 
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Jemmy, who could find little to ſay in 
the defence of mrs. Kelſey, and had too 
much complaiſance and good nature to 
ſay any thing againſt her, artfully waved 
the converſation and ſtarted more agree- 
able ſubjects, between which and the 
bottle they paſs'd the time till the hour 
arived which call'd them to the concert. 


This being an entertainment adapted to 
the taſte of both theſe gentlemen, *tis 
not to be doubted but the pleaſure they 
received in it attoned for all the mortifi- 


cations of t'ze preceding day; but, as it 


preſented nothing material enough to ac- 
quaint the reader with, we ſhall make no 
further mention of it, 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Treats only on ſuch matters as. it i; fl, 
highly probable ſome readers will be. 
apt to ſay might have been recited + 
in à more laconic manner, i, not to- 
tally omitted ; but as there are others, 
the author imagines much the greater 
number, who may be of a different 
opinion, it is judged proper that th. 
majority ſhould be obliged. | 


EMMY, to whom the riddle of mr. 

Kelſey's diſagreement with his wife 
was now fully explain'd, no ſooner found 
himſelf at home and alone, than he began 
to make the ſerious reflections both on 
the accident he had been witneſs of, and 
the real ſource from whence ſuch unfor- 
tunate effects were originally derived. 


© It is not, ſaid he within himſelf, it 
is not youth, beauty, wealth, nor even 
a mutual affection in the parties before 
marriage, that is ſufficient to conſtitute 
their happineſs, when once enter'd into 
that ſtate ; neither mr. Kelſey nor his wife 
are wanting in any of thoſe endowments 
or accompliſhments which one ſhould 
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© think neceſſary to endear them to each 
ö other; yet how miſerable are they ! it 
« muſt therefore be, that a conformity of 
riaciples, a parity of ſentiments and 
e and a certain ſympathy of ſoul, 
. MW ought to be the firſt links in the hy- 
„ meneal chain; and without them, all the 
others fall to the ground and have no 
4 power to bind, | 


, 1 think, continued he, that my friend 
„has every requiſite for making a good 
husband, were it his lot to have been uni- 

ted to a woman of his own pay temper; 
and the lady, who now creates ſuch un- 
© ealineſs both to herſelf and him, would 
© certainly have made no leſs excellent a 
© wife had ſhe been married to an enthu- 
© flaſk,” 


On reaſoning farther, under various 
diſcontents that ſo frequently diſturb'd 
the felicity of conjugal life, he concluded, 
that good nature and ſimilitude of diſpo- 
ftions, tho' the laſt things conſider'd, 
and ſeldom if ever enquired into by the 
perſons about to be united, were indeed 
the chief ingredients to make their future 
happineſs. 
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Theſe conſiderations led him into an 
examination of Jenny's behaviour, even 
I 2 from 
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from her infancy, with much greater at. 


tention than ever he had done before. 
and the more he did ſo now, the leſs he 
could find to wiſh were chang'd; nothing 


had ever appear'd in her which ſeem'd to 


him to ſtand in need of the leaſt recis. 
cation; ſhe had never betray'd a too 
ſtrong attachment to any one thing ; no 


caprice, no whimſical flights, no affecta- 


tion, no pride of exciting the envy of 
her own ſex, or of giving pain to thoſe 


of the other; in all her words and actions 


ſhe preſerved the happy medium of nei- 
ther being too gay and giddy, nor tco 
ſullen and reſerv'd; nor was all this mere 
outward ſhew ; he could not ſuſpect her 
of diſguiſe, as he had known her before 
ſhe could arrive at the power, even if ſhe 
had the will, of pretending to be other 
than ſhe really was, | 


Though he was in no haſte to be mar- 
ried ; yet, as he intended nothing more 
than being ſo, one time or other, great 
cauſe had he to thank heayen for being 
ſo peculiarly propitious in the lot ordain'd 
for him; nor was he inſenſible or ungrate- 
ful for the bounty, and had ſo true an 
eſteem and affection for his dear Jenny, 
that we may almoſt give it to the reader 
for a certainty, that no temptation what- 
ever could have made him entertain - 
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leaſt thought of any other woman for a 
mite, 


He went pretty early the next morn- 
pg to her apartment, which he ſeldom 
fil'd to do, when he had no farther buſi- 
neſs than to give her the bon jour; but 
never when he had any thing to com- 
municate in relation to the agreement 
made between them : he knew indeed, 
that ſhe had very little occaſion for any 
kſons of improvement from the faults 
of others ; but he took an infinite pleaſure 
in hearing the judicious obſervations ſhe 
always made on every occurrence that 
reſented itſelf to her. 


He met. her at the door, her chair 
vaited, and ſhe was juſt. ready to ſtep into 
t. * You are going out, I perceive, ſaid he, 
and I will not detain you:“ © Indeed but 
ou ſhall, reply'd ſhe ; I was only go- 
' ing. to. chapel, which I can do as well 
ein the afternoon. 


But how, rejoin'd he, ſhallI anſwer to 
myſelf for being an impediment to any 
act of religion ?* Religion, cried ſhe, does 
not enjoin us to be rude or unkind to 
' our friends; and J know not if a juſt 
obſervance of the duties of ſocial life 
be not a more acceptable ſacrifice to the 
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* Deity than all the oraiſons our lips can 
© utter.” . g 


the chairmen made Jemmy go up ſtaim, 
where ſhe inſtantly follow'd him; as ſoon 
as they were fat down, I é dined yeſter- 


the extremeſt impiety and prophaneſ; 


« you are big with ſome new intelligence; 
ſo pray don't delay letting me have it. 


She ſaid no more; but having diſmiſs'd 


day, ſaid he ſmiling, with a lady who 
would have thought herſelf guilty of 


to have ſhewn half that complaifance to 
her husband, which I have juſt now fe- 
ceived frem you. 


She muſt then have very little affec- 
tion for him indeed, replied Jenny; and 
allo be equally ignorant of the laws cf 
the inſtitution by which, zs I take it; fic 
is bound to cblige and to obey him 
in all reaſonable things ; but! fee, con- 
tinued ſhe, by your countenance that 


Jemmy then made her an exact recital 


of the entertainment he had met with at 
mr. Kelfey's; the brulee between the 
husband and the wife; the impatience of 
the one, and the provocation given for it 
by the other: Jenny laugh'd heartily at 
the beginning of this ſtory, but grew more 
grave towards the latter end of it, ane 


perceivinę 
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perceiving he, had concluded, gave her 
ſentiments *on what he had been telling 
her in theſe terms: 


Can any one take this for piety, ſaid © 
' ſhe? I would not be ſo uncharitable as to 
think mrs. Kelſcy an hypocrite, but 
certainly ſuch a benaviour has nothing 
in it of the air of true devotion.* To 
whi h he reply'd, that he muſt do her 
the juſtice to believe, from what he could 
gather from the diſcourſe he had after- 
wards with her husband, who was not in 
z diſpoſition to be more favourable than 
the occaſion requir'd, that all the miſtakes 
ſhe is. guilty of proceed intirely from too 
warm a zeal in what ſhe thinks the duties 
of religion, 


There are hours enough, ſaid ſhe, to 
be ſpent in praver, without breaking in 
© upon thoſe which the œconomy of the 
' family requires; I am far from depre- 
* ciating religious worſhip, but there are 
times for all things, and mrs. Kelſey 
makes choice of ſuch as are fo utterly 
improper, as if it really ariſes from piety, 
renders it, in my opinion, ſuch a kind of 

e as has little merit in it. 


« I am rather afraid, continued ſhe after 


ia , that through ſloth, and a cer- 


of © tain 
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« tain indolence of nature, ſhe neglects 
paying that tribute to heaven which is 
due from every reaſonable creature at 
* fit times; and at length, remembering i 
* her omiſſion, runs to wipe off one fault 
by committing a ſtill greater; for I would Wl : 
« fain know, Whether driving a husband 
* to the extremes you ſay mr. Kelſey is 
* guilty of, be not a much worſe error Ml 
* than even not praying at all ? 


For my part, added ſhe 1 a more 
gay air, I ſhould have no notion of fa- 
«-ving my own foul by doing what I ſin WW, 
* would infallibly ruin another's; eſpecially . 
that of aperſon in whoſe happineſs, both 
here and yo I ought to take fo 
great an intereſt,” 

Jemmy had a very high regard both 
for the INE and duties of revcałd IM. 
religion; though, like moſt other gay gens 
tlemen of his age, he was little practis'd 

in the rules: but had he been a more 
ftrict obſerver of church diſcipline, he . 
could not well have diſapproved of the 
ſentiments Jenny had declared; he told her 
ſhe had argued like a caſuiſt, and that he 
was fure there was never a Clergyman i in 
England but muſt agree with her on this . 
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] do not know that, anſwer'd ſhe; but 
J can tell you [ durſt not ſpeak in the 
manner I have done, without thinking 
« ] had ſufficient authority for it, from a 
little account given to my father, by a 
very learned and worthy divine, of one 
* of his. pariſhoners ; 1 was very young 
© when I heard it, but as it has made a 
laſting impreſſion upon my mind, it 
© you will afford me your attention I 
will repeat it.“ 


Jemmy having aſſured her ſne would 
confer a very great obligation on him b 
ſo doing, ſhe went on with her diſcourſe 
in this manner: | 


The reverend gentleman I have men- 
© tion*d, ſaid ſhe, was not only an excel- 
ent preacher but alſo an excellent man; 
Hall his actions were ſo many precepts, 
and his example a kind of living law; 
for there was no virtue which he la- 
boured to inſpire in others that he did 
* not in the higheſt degree put in practice 
himſelf. | 


© He frequently favour'd my father 

with his company, continued ſhe, they 
were extremely intimate, and when the 

two good old gentlemen got together 

: there never was any gap in converſa- 
5 1 5 © tou: 
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tion: one conn in particular, he 
came to our houſe and my father, who 
was at church that day, and found 3 
very thin congregation, was beginning 
to lament to him the decay of religion; 
to which the doctor reply*d in theſe 
terms; I think I remember his very 
words.“ 


Aye, mr. Jeſſamy, ſaid he, I am 
afraid indeed that religion is at a very 
low ebb at this time; but we muſt not 
always impute the want of it to thoſe 
who we do not ſee conſtantly at public 
worſhip, even though we ſhould know 
they were not detain'd from it by any 
infirmity either of mind or of body ; 
there are a thouſand accidents which 
may intervene, and withhold them from 


the diſcharge of this duty ; nay, in ſome 


caſes it- may ſo happen that it is even 
laudable to be abſent : you look fur- 
priſed, mr. Jeſſamy, continued he, per- 


ceiving my father did ſo; but I can 


eaſily convince you of the truth of what 
I fay : I came now from viſiting a lady, 
who till within this month, or there- 
abouts, has not been at church for near | 
ſeven years; though before that time 
no body more conſtantly attended ; and 
yet I firmly believe that there is not a 
better or a more pious ' woman in the 


world.” 
Theſe 
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Theſe laſt words were far from leſſen- 
ing the aſtoniſhment my father had been 
in from the beginning of this diſcourle ; 
but he would not interrupt. the doctor, 
who went on thus : 


Fo eaſe you of that ſuſpence which I 
find I have raiſed in you, ſaid he, know, 
mr. Jeſſamy, that this excellent lady 
« flew not from divine ſervice to purſue 
« the pleaſures of the town, nor to gra- 
« tity any ſenſual inclination of her own, 
but to ſhut herſelf up in a cloſe room 
with an aged parent, who, preſs'd be- 
neath the weight of years and infirmi- 


* ties, unable to go out herſelf, and 


* equally unwilling to receive any viſits 
from thoſe who knew her in a more 
ſanguine ſtate, had no conſolation but 
in the dutiful cares of this belove 
daughter, who was continually employ” 
about her adminiſtering every, thing, in 
* her power for her relief“ „ Nai 4. 
« ME 7 
It is impoſſible for me, ſaid Jenny, 
Purſuing the thread of her diſcourſe, to 
05 remember half the encomiu $,he m 
on this act of filial, piety. 3 but this 
know, that I have ever ſince been fully 


« 


*;conyinced, that while, we, are here Upon 


£% 


;A heaven wi | be inſufficient to attone for 
| I 6 + neglecting. 
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« neglecting to diſcharge, as well as is in 
© our power, the duties of our ſeveral 
« ſtations.” 


Jemmy was now about to tell her how 
much his opinion, in this point, coincided 
with what ſhe had deliver'd ; but ſhe hap- 

en'd to be in a very talkative humour, 
and this being a ſubject which in her ſe- 
rious moments had trequently occurr'd to 
her, ſhe would not quit it for the ſake of 
hearing any praiſes given to herfelf. 


3 There are ſome people, reſumed ſhe, 
who are hypocrites without knowing 
themſelves that they are ſo; they faſt, 
they pray inceſſantly, they are abun- 
dant in giving to charitable uſes, and do 
many other great and laudable actions; 
but then they do them not ſo much for 
the fake of the religion that enjoins us 
to do all the good we can, as for the 
ſake of gratifying their own vanity in 
_ able to —— more than their 


bours.” 


” 3 This is ofterithticii; ch r in- 
, * terrupting her, and Lam afraid that too 

many of thoſe great actions, ſo hyper- 
© bblically ' extell'd in panegyrick, if 
« ſearch'd into the bottom, would be 


» found to proceed from no other ſource.” 
» CEN, 


E 
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Oſtentation, anſwer'd ſhe, is different 


from the propenſity I mean; oſtenta- 


tion, as I take it, is rather an ambi- 
tion of appearing better in the eyes of 
« others than we either are or will take 
any pains to be in fact; but what I am 
« ſpeaking of is an innate triumph of the 
heart; a. mental exultation within our- 
« ſelves in the imagination that we in re- 
© ality excel other people; and this I 
think may be call'd a ſpiritual pride. 


© I have heard ſuch ſtrange ſtories, 
continued Jenny, ſuch unaccountable 
« inſtances in relation to this ſame ſpiri- 
« tual pride among the nuns abroad, as I 
© ſhould have look'd upon to have been 
mere inventions to depreciate . and ridi- 
« cule that way of worſhip, if they had 
not been ſolemnly averr'd to me by a 
lady who is herſelf a roman catholic, 
© was two years a 2 in a monaſ- 
* tery at Paris, and an eye witneſs of the 
truth of what ſhe ſaid.” * 


Here ſhe was preparing to repeat ſome 
of thoſe particulars which the lady had 
made her acquainted with; but was pre- 


vented by a ſervant who came into the 


room to call her down to dinner, on 
which Jemmp, as ſhe was a boarder, took 


his 
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his leave probably with leſs reluctance if 
the fubseck they had been engaged in had 
happened to be one of a more entertain- 
ing nature. 


Nor will the reader find any reaſon to 
be greatly diſſatisfied at the breaking off 
a converſation which could be little im- 
proving, as an exceſs of devotion is not 


among the reigning errors of the preſent 


times. 


CHAP. XVII. 


Will in all hkehhood appear, to the 


deal more intereſting than the former. 


AFTER that converfation which had 


1 engroſs'd the whole of the prece- 
ding chapter, a multiplicity of engage- 
ments, of one fort or other, ſo took up 
Jemmy's time, that he could not find 
one hour to viſit his beloved and moſt 
3 miſtreſs for three days fucceſ- 
fively ; but on the evening of the latter 
he found, on his coming home, a little 
billet from her which had been left for 
him in the afternoon; the contents where- 


To 
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To James Ixss Au, Eſq; 


Dear Jenny, | 

60 A Propoſal has been made to me, 
« which before I accept of am de- 
« ſirous to acquaint you with; if this is 
« ſo fortunate as to find you at home 
« ſhall be glad of ſeeing you this even- 
« ing; if not, expect you will not fail 
« of calling on me in the morning as 
« early as you can ; becauſe I have pro- 
« miſed to give my final anfwer ſome 
« time to-morrow. I am, 


With all ſincerity, 
Dear Jemmy, 
Yours, &c. &c. 


J. JEss Au. 

On the firſt mention of this billet, after 
an abſence of ſo unuſual a length between 
theſe two lovers, when in the ſame town 
together, I dare believe that many of my 
female readers expected to find it fill'd 
either with reproaches or complaints; or, 
perhaps with a mixture of both; but 
Jenny was of a different complexion from 
the generality of her ſex, ſhe: could love 
without anxiety, and glad as ſhe; was 
whenever ſhe ſaw the object of her paſſion, 
| was 
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port it; to be accuſed of a crime his 
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was never angry or unhappy when ſhe 


ſaw him not. 


If all women could bring themſelves to 
behave in the manner Jenny did, I cannot 
but think they would find their account 
in it, not only in the tranquility of their 
own minds, but alſo in rendering more 

rmanent the affection of the man they 
loved; doubts, ſuſpicions, and jealouſies, 
though ariſing from a tender cauſe, fre- 
quently hurry the perſon poſſeſs'd of them 
into ſuch furious marks of reſentment, as, 
if the lover has the leaſt inclination to 
break off, gives him a fair pretence of do- 
ing 1o. 


The guilty heart, which perhaps might 
be in time reclaim'd by its own conſci- 
ouſneſs of being in the wrong, is often 
hardened by unbraidings ; there is a cer- 
tain pride and obſtinacy in ſome natures 
which will not bear reproof, and makes 
them perſiſt in the errors which themſelves 
condemn, only becauſe they are condem- 
ned by others. 


But if the man, who knows he juſtly 


merits all the reproaches he can be load-_ 


ed with, can ſo ill endure rebuke, how 
ſhall. the innocent, the faithful lover ſup- 


very 


very apprehenſion ſhudders at, to be treat- 
ed by the woman he adores with ſullen 
coldneſs, and with cauſeleſs teſtimonies of 
ſuſpicion, muſt give him the moſt poig-- 
nant inquietude; and though he may 
ſubmit to it at farit, and be even pleaſed, 
25 imagining ſuch a behaviour an indica- 
tion of the moſt tender paſſion in his 
iſtreſs; yet, when he finds all his en- 
deavours to calm the tempeſt in her ſoul 
are fruitleſs, he will at laſt, eſpecially it 
he is a man of ſenſe and ſpirit, be wearied 
out, as the poet truly ſays, | 


Small jealouſies, indeed, inflame deſire 
Too great, not fan, but quite put out 
the fire. | 


Or as another, in my opinion, more 
emphatically expreſſes his ſenſe of the 
matter : a | 


Tis juſt, when doubts without foun- 
dation grow, 
Thoſe who believe us falſe ſhould find 


us ſo, 


But I have ſeen too much how far the 
power of jealouſy, a paſſion truly. call'd 
the poiſon of love, operates on a female 
mind, not to be ſenſible that all the advice 
can give on this occaſion will be entirely 

thrown 
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thrown away; and that I have more rea. 
ſon to aſk pardon of my fair readers for 


— this digreſſion, than to flatter myſelf they 


will be any way profited by it. 


To return ther: fore to the buſineſs of 


my hiſtory; it was too late when Jemmy 


received the abovemention'd - ſummons 
from his miſtreſs to attend her that night; 
but he comply'd with it very early the 
next morning, according to her requeſt; 
and indeed much ſooner than ſhe could 
reaſonably have expected he would be 
ſtirring. | 


He found her incom paſſed with trunks 
and ban- boxes, and very buſy in pack- 


ing up her apparel: You have found me 


preparing for a journey, cry*d ſhe, which 
* notwithſtanding I would neither reſolve 
* upon, nor promiſe to take without 
receiving your approbation of it.“ 


© Yeu ſurpriſe me, ſaid he,—a Jour- 
* ney; and wait for my approbation of 
it. — Yes,—replyed the, it was to that 


end I ſent for you in ſuch a hurry ; but 
ſit down and I will tell you all*—Jem- 


my then took a chair, and ſhe placing 


herſelf in another oppoſite to him, began 


as follows : 
© You 
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Fou muſt know, ſaid ſha that I 
« din'd yeſterday, by invitation, at lady 
« Speck's ; — her ſiſter, miſs Wingman, 
was with her; they are both going to 
« Bath to-morrow, and were very urgent 
with me to accompany them: — As I 
never ſaw that place, and have heard 
« ſo much of it, I muſt confeſs I ſhould 
be well enough pleaſed to go thither ; 
© eſpecially when 1 have the opportunity 
© of being eſcorted by three or four ſtout 
« fellows with fire-arms, by way of de- 
© fence from the gentlemen collectors of 


| © the road.“ 


I know, replied Jemmy, that lady 
Speck will abate nothing that ſhe thinks 
becoming her quality, and always tra- 


vels in a genteel manner. — And ſo you 


© ſet out to-morrow ? 


] do not tell you I ſhall ſet out at all, 
* anſwer*d ſhe, for I am not yet deter- 


* mined.” — Jemmy then aſk'd her on 
what motive ſhe heſitated. Can you 
not gueſs, —cry'd ſhe, — looking kindly 


don him?“ No upon my honour, ſaid he, 
Then you are not ſo juſt to me as you 
* ought to be,—returned ſhe gravely ;— 
you might have thought I would agree 
* to nothing of this nature, without ha- 


ving firſt conſulted you.” 1 
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3 cry'd he, which I could not expect, nor 


0008p of tranſport and affection. 


© tent during ſuch a ſeparation as you 


« Me, cry'd Jemmy, did you not tell 


me you ſhould like to go” — © Yes, 
« replied ſhe, but as I ſuppoſe, accordin : 
to the footing on which we now ſtand? i 
« that it will — my duty hercafter to ſub⸗ 8 
mit my inclinations to the regulation of J. 

* your will, 1 thought it proper to give . 

«* you a previous ſample how eaſy it will WM, 
be for me to do ſo. In fine, my dar , 
« Jemmy, I will not go without your . 


* conſent ; nor even without your appro- 
b bation.” 


Te This is indeed a proof of tenderneſs, 


can any way deſerve, unleſs it be by 

joining my entreaties with the ladies, 
« that you will not refuſe their requeſt. 
In ſpeaking theſe words he roſe from his 
ſeat. and ſnatch'd her to his arm with an 


© Then you are willing, id: me, re- 
turning him his embrace, to part with 
* me for the long ſpace of ſix or ſeven 
« weeks at leaſt ? for they do not purpoſe 
to return ſooner.” 


© I will not pretend to be ſo 3 the 
* maſter of myſelf, ſaid he, ſtill holding 
* her by the hand, as to be perfectly con- 


have 
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have mention'd; but I can ſee no rea- 
«ſon to put my patience to ſo ſevere a 
trial; I might follow you directly, but 
it happens unluckily that my ſteward 
« whom I have ſent for comes to town to- 


$ morrow, and the affairs I have to ſettle 


witch him will detain me for ſome days; 
© but I believe I may flatter myſelf with 
i ſeeing my dear Jenny at Bath within a 
« fortnight at the very fartheſt.” 


« May I then expect you?, cryed ſhe ? 
with a voice which expreis*'d the utmoſt 
atisfaction,* * You may not only expect 
but depend upon my coming; anſwer- 
i ed he, © you have the greateſt ſecurity for 
eit that is in nature, which is that of 


my own inclination.'— Believe me, my 


dear Jenny, that I never was eaſy when 
' abſent from you for any length of time; 
E the thoughts of you {till mingled with 


all the little ſports and recreations of my 


childhood; and now when riper years 
have made me more truly ſenſible, of 
the perfections you are miſtreſs of, I 
feel it would be an utter impoſſibility 
to live without ſeeing you. 


She anſwer' d theſe fond. expreſſions 
with others no leſs endearing ; after which, 
he told him, that ſince he agreed to her 
going, and had promiſed to follow, _ 
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would ſend immediately, and let lady 
Speck know ſhe ſhould be ready to attend 
her ladyſhip next morning. 


1 then leſt her to do as ſhe had 
ſaid, and went home to dreſs; but re- 
turn'd in the evening, avd ſtaid ſupper 
with her, when nothing paſſed of conſe- 
quence enough to trouble the reader with, 
except his renewing the aſſurances he be- 
fore had given her of ſeeing her at Bath 
as ſoon as his buſineſs was diſpatch'd. 


CHAP. XVIII 


Contains a brief account of Fenny's 
journey to Bath; and alſo ſome paſ- 
ſages which happened on her arriva 
there. 


I ENNY, though ſhe had all the res. 
ſon imaginable to be pleaſed with this 
excurſion,. not only in the gratification 
of her curioſity in the ſight of a place ſhe 
had heard ſo much of, but alſo in the ſo- 
ciety of the. company ſhe went with; ol 
whoſe characters it is highly proper to 
give the reader ſome account, 


Lady 
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Lady Speck had been the wife of a 
perſon of great diſtinction, whom ſhe loſt 
in the firſt year of their marriage; but as 
love had not been in the leaſt conſulted by 
either party in the formation of that uni- 
on, ſo grief had for his death little effect, 
either on the delicacy of her complexion, 
or the ſprightlineſs of her humour; ſhe 
had alſo ſome conſolations which many 
widows want; for beſides a very large 
jointure ſettled on her by her marriage 
articles, ſne was now in poſſeſſion of an 
eſtate of near two thouſand pounds a year, 
by the demiſe of an uncle. 


The age of this lady did not exceed 
twenty- five; miſs Wingman, who was | 
her ſiſter by her mother's ſide, was ſix or | 
ſeven years younger, and a great heireſs ; 1 
both of them had a great deal of wit and { 
vivacity,. but though they ſaw all the gay | 
company in town, and convers'd freely, = 
neither of them had been guilty of any | 
thing that could: call. their conduct in h 
queſtion, or caſt at blemiſh on their repu- 
tations. Las on! uot een ee 
mais 63 £36302 . L 1 4 
Theſe ladies, to whoſe characters I 
ſhould alſo have added that of being ve | 
agreeable in their perſons; could not fail | 
of attracting a great number of .admirers; 
and as their going ta Bath was no ſ Wo 2 = 
2 0 | 
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thoſe who were moſt eager to prove the 
ſincerity of their attachment, thought they 
could not do it a better way than by fol- 
lowing them. : 


But there were two who diſtinguiſh'd 
themſelves from all the reſt of their com- 
petitors, T a_ particular act of knight 
errantry, theſe were mr. Lovegrove and 
lord Huntly; the one had for ſome time 
made his addreſſes to lady Speck, and the 
other either was, or pretended to be paſ- 
ſionately devoted to her ſiſter. 


Theſe gentlemen, who were intimate 
friends, and the mutual confidants of each 
other's paſſion, contrived a little plot of 
love and gallantry between them, the 
idea of which gave them as much plea- 
ſure as they doubted not but their mil- 
treſſes would receive in the execution of it. 


Having taken care to inform them- 
ſelves as exactly as poſſible of the time in 
which the ladies were to fet out, they left 
London ſome hours ſooner, and - arrived 


at Maidenhead early enough to accom- 


pliſh what they had projected. 


They put up at the firſt great inn in 
the town, and having given orders for 3 


very elegant dinner to be prepared, 2 


JeMMy end Jenny JESAMY. 
ed themſelves in a room that looked to- 


wards the road, that they might be ready 


to intercept the ladies, in caſe they ſhou!.i 
not intend to bait at this place. 


This precaution was neceſſary, for lady 
Speck's Jehu was driving furiouſly on, as 
they generally do when paſting through 
any town or village where they have not 
orders to ſtop. —The gentlemen ſaw them 
ata diſtance, and immediately ſallied our. 
Lord Huntley's two ſervants laid hold of 
the bridles of the fore horſes, and one of 
Mr. Lovegrove's, with an authoritative 
voice, calPd to the coachman to draw back 
the reins, their principals at the ſame 
time advanced at the coach door, and 
accolted thoſe within it, in theſe terms : 


v 


© We arreſt you, ladies, in the name of 
„love, ſaic lord Huntley; that God, fo 
* univerſally obeyed, has commiſſion'd us, 
his" faithful votaries, to ſtop your far- 


ther progreſs without his ſpecial leave; 


$ —Ceres and Bacchus are too of the par- 
| ty, added mr. Lovegrove, and it would 
be in vain for you to think of reſiſting 
their united influence.” 


That momentary ſurpriſe which the 
ladies were in at the firſt ſtoppage of their 
coach vaniſh'd .on the ſight of the per- 
Vol. I. R ons 
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ſons who had: vccalion'd it; and lady 
Speck, who happen'd to ſit on that ſide 
where they were, anſwer'd with a great 
deal of ſpirit, < We have nothing to do 
with the miſchievious little deity but 
as to Ceres and Bacchus, they are be. 
« neficent powers, and I think we ought 
to ſhew them. ſome complaiſance; — 
What ſay you ladies?“ continued ſhe, 
turning to her ſiſter and miſs Jeſſamy; 
the latter of whom, being wholly une 
quainted with the gentlemen, made no re- 
Ply, nor indeed had ſhe time; for mij 
Wingman preſently took up the Word, 
and ſaid, Nay ſiſter, I think we have no 
choice to make; we are taken priſoners 
and muſt ſubmit to the laws of the con- 


querors.“ | 


The coach door was then open'd, the 
ladies were handed out and conducted in- 
to a room, where they found the table- 

cloth laid, and ſide-board ſet forth with 
as much elegance and 3 as if they 
had been in their own houſes; but 2 
they came ſomewhat ſooner than the gen 
tlemen expected, mr. Lovegrove left lord 
Huntly to entertain them for a moment 
while he went down to give orders for ha 


ſtening dinner. 
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As he was returning from this little ex- 
pedition a poſt-chaiſe, attended by one 
ſervant, came galloping into the yard of 
the inn; the perſon who alighted from ir 
was fir Robert Manley, a very great ac- 
quaintaince of mr. Lovegrove's; they im- 
mediately ſaw each other, and mutually 
advanced with open arms. 


On putting the queſtion to each other 
concerning the rout they were purſuing, 
Lovegrove related in a few words the me- 
thod that lord Huntly and ' himſelf had 
taken, to ingratiate themſelves into the 
favour of their miſtreſſes. 


© You are happy fellows, ſaid fir Ro- 

© bert, ſmiling, | am for Bath too; but 
you ſee how forlorn and ſolitary my 
journey will be in compariſon of yours, 
© who carry along with you thoſe pleaſures 
Jam obliged to go in ſearch of.“ 


Mr. Lovegrove then told him, there 
was a third lady in company, who 
young and handſome as ſhe is, ſaid he, 
is like to have but a dull time of it, as 
my lord and I have our particular at. 


don you to join us, we ſhould be al! 
'right, and more at liberty to indulge 
our ſcveral inclinations.” 
K 2 1 


tachments; therefore, if I could prevail | 
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of ſatisfaction; but Jenny, not having the 
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'< TI underſtand you, replied the baro- 
© net, and was never backward in my 


life to come to the relief of a diſtreſſed . 


* fair one; I ſhall find ſomething or other Ml. 

ha | - We” 
to ſay to her, while you are entertaining . 
your muſtreſlecs.” 


On this the other purpoſed that he 
ſtiould profecute kis journey with them, W, 
in lord Huntley's landau; to which he 
alſo agreeing, diſcharg'd in the ſame in- 
ant the poſt-chaiſe that had brought him 
thither, and they went up ſtairs together I. 
to join the company. | g 


I have ſtaid a long time, ſaid mr. f 
Lovegrove, preſenting ſir Robert, but 
have brought my excuſe in my hand.'— ,. 
Thisgentleman was particularly known to 
lord Huntley, and no ſtranger to lady 
Speck and her ſiſter, and was received by 1 
them with all imaginable demonſtrations W,. 


leaſt perſonal acquaintance with him, ſaid 
no more than what bare civility demand- 
ed from her to a man of his rank and 
character, | | 


The cohyerſation, during the time of 
dinner, becoming extremely gay and ſpi- 
rituous, our young heroine however bore 


a part in it, with ſo much wit and viva, 
Ten city, 


Ole 
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ity, which, added to her other charms, 
could not fail of captivating almoſt any 
heart, not already ſtrongly prepoſſeſs'd in 
your of another object; — his lordſhip 
nd mr. Lovegrove were defended, not 
only by the ideas, but alſo by the pre- 
ſence of their miſtreſſes; but what the 
heart of fir Robert Manley felt on the 
ſudden ruſh of ſuch united perfection, 
will very ſhortly be diſcover'd. 


It would be quite nzedleſs to tell th>. 
reader that the table was elegantly ſerv'd, 
for no one can ſuppoſe that gentlemen, 
vho had taken fo much pains to acquire 
n opportunity of entertaining their mi- 
treſſes, would omit any thing for that 
purpoſe which the place they were in 
was capable of furniſhing. 


The ſame ſpirit of gallantry continued 
luring the whole journey; —wherever they 
bated, which was as often as any agree- 
able proſpect invited; the ladies had no- 
ling to pay, either for themſelves, their 
krvants, or their horſes; as they travelPd 
ery leiſurely © they found, on their ar- 
val at Bath, their women attendants, 
no had come down with their luggage - 
| the ſtage coach, had been there ſome 
ours before them, and prepar'd every 
ung neceſſa y for their reception at the 

K 3 lodgings 
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lodgings which lady Speck had previ- 
oufly taken cæ re to ſecure. 


It being towards evening when they 
came into the town, the gentlemen, after 
ſecing their fair companions ſafe into their 
apartments, withdrew/, on pretence of leav- 
ing them to take that repoſe which the de- 
licacy of their conſtitutions might require 
but, in reality, to go about the execution 
of a project they had all three been con- 
certing on the road, and which they 
imagined would give the ladies a ſecond M 
ſurpriſe, no leſs agreeable than the for-M : 
mer. 


They had been told there were a com- 
pany of players, and a tolerable good 
band of muſick, at that time in town; and 
as theſe people were to be employed for 
what they had deſign'd, they went di- 
rectly to the theatre, and hired ſuch of 
them as they found moſt fit for their pur: 

oſe; which was no other than to complii- 
ment the ladies on their arrival, in: 
manner altogether new and unexpected. 


Lord Huntley, who was a native 0 
the kingdom of Ireland, had brough 
over with him a little muſical interlude 
which had been exhibited at a marriag{ 
feaſt where his lordſhip had been a gueſt 
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As they were upon the ſubject of gal- 
lantry, he propoſed to mr. Lovegrove to 
entertain the ladies with this piece, by 
way of giving them their welcome to Bath, 
in cale they ſhould be able to yr 
people to perform the parts. 


The perſonages which compoſed the 
drama, were Love, Hoxouk and PLEA- 
$08E,—Mr. Lovegrove was charm'd with 
the thought; and fir Robert Manley ſaid, 
that nothing could be more ſuitably 


adapted to the deſign they were at preſent 
upon. | 


The play-houſe, as I have already ſaid, 


ſupply*'d them with performers better tan 


they could even have hoped for in that 
place; —a flaxen hair'd boy, with ſpark- 
ling eyes, — cheeks which imitated the 
new blown roſe, and an admirable voice, 
was choſe to repreſent the Gop oF sor 
DESIRES. — A man of a moſt graceful al- 
pect, and who had great ſkill in muſick, 

was to appear in the character of Ho- 
NouR. — A very beautiful young woman, 
and who alſo ſung well, was to aſſume the 
name of PLEASURE ; and ſeemed, by her 
looks and manner, to be capable of gi- 
yung a. very jult idea of the character ſhe 
ore, 
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Theſe people, properly habited and 
equipp*d for the ſeveral parts they were to 
act, and attended by muſicians with va- 
rious kinds of inftruments, were all pla- 
ced in a cloſe arbour, at the farther end of 
the garden belonging to the houſe where 
the ladies lodged ; the miſtreſs of which 
lord Huntley had acquainted with the de- 
ſign of ſurpriſing the ladies with a morn- 
ing's entertainment, and conducted them 
in through a back door with ſecrecy, ac- 
cording to the directions given her by his 


lordſhip. | 


Every thing being thus prepared, a 
ſervant was diſpatch'd to the ladies, with 
the compliments of lord Huntley, mr. 
Lovegrove, and fir Robert Manley; and 


entreating permiſſion to- wait on them, 


which being granted, they all immediate- 
ly went; — the latter of theſe gentlemen 
having, perhaps, as ſtrong an attachment 
to be of the party as either of the former. 


Searce were the firſt ſalutations over, 
when the concert began, with an over- 
ture of wind and ſtring inftruments, ac- 


companied with an harpſicord; — the 


ladies ſtarted ; — * Bleſs me! cry*'d one; 
< — What's this? — muſick, — cry'd 
another, — and ſo near us, — where 
« can it come from?? - © Tn 
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The ſounds, ſaid mr. Lovegrove, 
« ſeem to me to proceed from behind the 
« houſe. — Certainly *tis fo, rejoin'd lord 
« Huntley,—1 fancy, ladies, you will hear 
© it more diſtinctly in the next room.” In 
ſpeaking theſe words, without ſtaying for 

rmiſſion to do fo, he threw open the 
folding doors and they all ran in. 


But how prodigiouſly were the fair 
audience ſurpriſed, when, on drawing up 
the windows, they ſaw the garden planted 
on each ſide with muſicians, who all, at 
fight of them bow'd with the moſi»pro- 
feund reverence almoſt to the earth, in 
token that it was to them their preſent la- 


bours were devoted. | 


What can this mean? ſaid lady 
Speck. — Here are thoſe coming, re- 
* ply*d mr. Lovegrove, who I believe will 
© explain the myſtery.“ There was time ſos 
no more on either ſide: Honovk ruſh'd 
forth from his leafy covert, conducting 
little Cupip by the hand, and both ad- 
vanced together to the middle of the 
alley; where, aſter making their obeiſance 
to the windows, they began a duet, ex- 
preſſing the advantages each of them re- 
ceived by the fellowſhip of the other. 
Love confeſs'd that his Darts carried. 
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gall inſtead of honey into the heart they 
reach'd, when not under the direction of 
Honour ;—and HoxouR acknowledged, 
he never appear'd ſo truly amiable a8 
when accompanied by Love. 


They had no ſooner ceaſed than PLE a- 
SURE game tripping out, and told them, in 
a cantato, whenever they two were united, 
ſhe muſt neceſſarily follow with all the 
tweets of nature.—They made her ſuitable 
anſwers in recitativo.— After which the 
whole was concluded with a grand cho- 


rus. 


This entertainment had all the effect 
that could be wiſh' d for by the contrivers 
of it; — Jenny was charmed with the 
elegance of the deſign, — miſs Wingman 


with the words, and lady Speck with the 


muſick. — In fine, they all ſeem'd to 
vye with each other in giving the greateſt 
praiſes to it. . 


While they were thus expreſſing their 
ſatisfaction, the gentlemen put their 


heads out of the window, and lord Hunt- 


ley; in the name of the reſt, ſaid to the 
actors: — We ſhall ſee you this evening 
© at the theatre, and make our acknow- 
ledgements for the trouble we have 
given you; in the mean time you may 
carry 


a. — 4 
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* carry with you the glory of knowing 
your performance has been approv'd of 
by the fineſt ladies in the world.“ 


On this the players, after making a low 
bow to the company, retifed, and were 
conducted out of the garden by the gen- 
1 tlewoman of the houſe, through the ſame 
gate by which they had enter'd. 


A piece of gallantry, ſo flattering to 
the vanity of the young and gay, could 
not but receive from lady Speck and her 
ſiſter, all the retributions it demanded 
from them; — and Jenny, though far 
from thinking herſelf a party intereſted in 
bt, ſaid a thouſand. fine things in its 
I praiſe. — 85 


110 i 19 2 


Charm'd as the lovers were with the 

gracious acceptance their miſtreſſes vouch- 

| fafed to what they had done, their polite- 
neſs reminded them, that they had alrea- 
dy tranſgreſs'd the uſual. boundaries of a 
morning's vilit ; therefore they took leave 
till a more convenient hour of the day 
ſhould permit them to return. 


166% 
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CHAP. XIX. 


Treats of many things, which though 
they may ſeem at preſent leſs alfecting 
than ſome others, yet are very neceſ- 
ſary for the reader to be acquainted 

. with, before we proceed farther into 
the hiſtory. 


n beauty, and wit, have de- 
ſervingly a very powerful influence 
over the human heart; and every day, 
experience obliges us to own, that wealth, 
without the aid of any of theſe, is of itſelf 
ſufficient to captivate z — it ſupplies all 
other defects ; — it ſmooths the wrinkles of 
Fourſcore z\-— it - ſhapes deformity into 
comelineſs, and gives graces to idiotiſm 
itſelf; as it is ſaid by the inimitable 
Shakeſpear: _ | 


Sold! yellow, glittering, precious gold! 
Gold! that will make black, white; foul, 
fair; wrong, gur, | 
Baſle, havle ; old, young; cowards, va- 
tant ! | 


But when the gifts of nature are join'd 
with tlioſe of ſortune, how ſtrong is the 
attraction |! 
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attraction! — how irreſiſtible is the force 
of ſuch united charms! according to the 
words of the humorous poet : 


Hence *tis, no hover has the power 
T* enforce a deſperate amour, 

As he that has two ſtrings to's bow, 
And burns for love and 1 money too. 


We ought not therefore, methinks, to 


judge with too much ſeverity on the vani- 


ty of a fine lady ; who ſeeing herſelf per- 

etually ſurrounded with a crowd of 
love: each endeavouring to excel all his 
rivals in the moſt extravagant demonſtra- 
tions of affection, can hardly believe ſhe 
deſerves not ſome part, at leaſt, of the ad. 
miration ſhe receives. 


But what pretence ſoever we may make 
to excuſe the weakneſs of exulting in a 


multiplicity of lovers, it is ſtill a weakneſs 


which all imaginable care ought to be 
taken to ſubdue; as it may draw on the 
moſt fatal conſequences both on the ad- 
mirers and admired : — What duels have 
been fought! — What torrents of blood 


have been ſhed 1 iy the mad-brain'd fury of 


jealous rivalſhi 4 And how often have 
we ſeen the idol fair herſelf, who lately 


triumph'd in the 4 rap ſhe gave, neglects 
n 


- 
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ed in her turn, — deſerted and aban- 
don'd to the laſt deſpair! 


But this is only tor ſuch whom it may 
concern; the ladies I am at preſent ſpeak- 
ing of were of a different ſtamp ; lady 


Speck had ſomething of a pretty particu- 


lar nature, both in her humour and cha- 


racter, as the reader will hereafter be in- 


formed; in the mean time muſt content 


_ himſelf with a ſmall ſketch of both. 


She liked a freedom of converſation 


with the men, but then ſhe liked that 


converſation ſhould be general; ſhe took 
neither pride nor pleaſure in the particular 
devoirs of thoſe who profeſs'd themſelves. 


her lovers; and the encouragement ſhe gave 


to the addreſſes of mr. Lovegrove and o- 
thers, was not the effect of any coquetry in 
her diſpoſition, but was-occaſion*'d merely 
by her policy, as ſhe thought ſuch a be- 
haviour would be the beſt means to con- 
ceal a ſecret inclination ſhe had entertain'd 


4n favour of one; which inclination ma- 


ny reaſons forbid her. to make known, or 
even to be gueſs d at. 


Miſs Wingman was of a humour ſo 
very volatile, that it was quite out of her 
power to think ſeriouſly for a minute to- 


gether on any one thing whatever, and 


love 


love the leaſt of all took up her attention; 
— always pleaſed, — always happy, ſhe 


neither plumed herſelf on the new con- 


queſts ſhe acquired, nor regretted the loſs 


of thoſe ſlaves, who, weary of their bon- 
dange, ſhook off her chains. 


As for the heroine of this hiſtory, her 


early engagement with Jemmy was fo 
well known, that it had hitherto defend- 
ed her from all attacks, either to put her 
conſtancy to the trial, or ſhew the world 
in what manner ſhe would behave amidſt 
a plurality of lovers. 25 


But now the time was come in which 
this young lady was to give moſt ſubſtan- 
tial proofs, not only of her affection and 
fidelity to the man whom ſhe looked up- 
on ordained to be her future husband, but 
alſo of her generoſity and gratitude to 


thoſe to whoſe paſſion ſhe had it not either 


in her power or inclination to make an 
adequate return. 


As all the arts of love and wit were put 
in practice by lord Huntley and mr. Love- 
grove, in the court they made to their 
reſpective miſtreſſes, ſir Maney 
thought it would ill become a man of his 
years and character to let a fine lady ſit 


neglected by, eſpecially one who m_ 
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ſo deſerving as Jenny did, of all that 
| corp be ſaid in her praiſe. 


But though the compliments he en- 
in her with had at firſt no other 
foundation than mere gallantry, yet the 
manner in which ſhe received them, and 
the anſwers ſhe gave, were ſuch as would 
have rendered it impoſſible for him to 
have withſtood the charms of her tongue, 
even had he been unſuſceptible to thoſe of 


her eyes. 


In fine, none of the e ſhe Was 
endowed with were loſt upon him; he 
ſoon found the full effects of a paſſion he he 
had been only ſporting with, and 2 9 85 
OT with Cowley, 


Unhurt, untouch'd, Py 1 complain, 


And terrify'd all. others. th my Pain; 
But now I feel the mighty evil, 

Ah there's no fooling with the devil : 
In things where fancy much does reign 
*Tis dangerous too cunningly to teign ; 
The play at laſt a truth does grow, 

And cuſtom into nature go. 


| Lot tho? it by be counterfeited ſo 
as not to be, without great penetration, 
diſcover'd to be falſe, cannot, wherever it 
is ſincere, be wholly conceal'd; fir Ro- 


bert's 


at 
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bert's two friends perceived the change 
in him before he was quite aſſur'd of it 
in himſelf : — they were a little pleaſant 
with him on the occaſion ; but at the ſame 
time acknowledged, that the beauty and 
merit of miſs Jenny Jeſſamy demanded 
all the reſpect that could be paid to her. 


Sir Robert on this readily confeſs'd, 
that he had never feen a young lady whoſe 

rſon and accompliſhments gave a more 
tair proſpect of making compleatly happy 
the man who ſhould poſſeſs her; But, 
« ſaid he, I have been told ſomewhat of 
* an engagement ſhe is under, and I 
© ſhould be ſorry to appear either unjuſt 
in attempting to invade the property 
of another, or ſo weak as to give up 
my heart entirely without a poſſibility 
of having it well receiv'd.“ 


I ord Huntley and mr. Lovegrove were 


neitger of them ignorant of what he meant; 


but the former having heard, in caſual 
converſation, ſome of thoſe whiſpers which 
the artifices of Bellpine had circulated 
through almoſt all companies, cried ha- 


ſtily out, If a match between miſs Jenny 
and a. young heir of her own name, be 
* the: ſole impediment to your making 
< your addreſſes, to her, I believe I may 
venture to aſſure you, from very good 


6: hands, : 


ä 
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hands, that it is quite broke off; and 
that for ſome time they have neither re- 
* garded nor treated each other with any 
thing more than a bare civility.? 


© Your lordſhip's intelligence, ſaid mr, 
Lovegrove, ſeems to me agreeable to 
reaſon on the nature of the thing ; the 
marriage was agreed upon by their pa- 
rents before the, young people were ca- 
pable of judging for themſelves, and as 
now they are arrived at years of matu- 
rity, I ſee no cauſe, except a diſinclina- 
tion on the one ſide or the other for 
. « delaying the conſummation of what was 
« ſo long ago projected. 


. a * a a „ „ 


People eaſily believe what they wiſh, 
and indeed there was ſo much appearance 
of reaſon in the inference mr. Lovegrove 
had drawn, that it is not to be wonder'd 
at that the young baronet readily gave 
into it. 


But he was ſtill better ſatisfied, when, 
after having declared how happy he ſhould 
think himſelf in an aſſurance of Jen- 
ny's heart being diſengaged, mr. Love- 
grove told him, that ſince he found he 
was ſo ſerious] in the affair, he would 
ſpeak to lady Speck, and endeavour to 
come at the certainty. . | 

| | * And 


2 a. A ** - * 
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And I, cried lord Huntley, will 
© ſound miſs Wingman on the occaſion z 
I believe ſhe will make no ſcruple to in- 
form what ſhe knows of it; and as ſhe 
is nearer to her own years than her ſiſ- 
« ter may be ſuppoſed to be, yet deeper 
in her ſecrets and confidants.” 


It would be ſuperfluous to repeat the 
many retributions ſir Robert made to the 
gentlemen on the friendly part they took 
in his intereſt; ſo I ſhall only fay, they 
were ſuch as became the mouth of a man 
very much in love, and who ſcorn'd to 
make uſe of any diſhonourable or unge- 
nerous means for the attainment of his 
wiſhes, 


CHAP. XK 


1s taken up with a converſation of very 
| great importance, 


N EITHER lady Speck nor her ſiſter 
| were ignorant of thoſe reports which 
had been ſo maliciouſly ſpread, concerning 
a change in the ſentiments of Jemmy ;— 
they had heard it averr'd by ſeveral of 
their acquaintances, as a thing paſt all 

. diſpute, 
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diſpute; but as their fair friend had never 
made them the confidants of her imagi- 


nary misfortune, they thought it too tender 


and delicate a point to be touch'd upon in 
her preſence, and had always carefully 
avoided giving her the leaſt hint that 
they had been told of ſuch a thing. 


It was owing however merely to the 
eſteem and friendſhip they had towards 
her, that had induced them to perſuade 
her to accompany them to Bath, believing 


that the pleaſures of that place might keep 


her from reſenting too deeply an indigni- 
ty which few women are able to ſupport 
with patience. 


Regarding her in the affectionate man- 
ner they did, it could not but afford them 
a good deal of ſatisfaction to be inform*d 
by lord Huntley and mr. Lovegrove of 
the new conqueſt ſhe had made; judging, 
as they reaſonably might, that the offer 
of a heart, ſuch as that of fir Robert 
Manley, would fully compenſate for the 
loſs they ſuppoſed ſhe had ſuſtain'd by the 
infidelity of Jemmy., 


Both theſe ladies aſſured not only their 


lovers, but fir Robert himſelf, of the part 


they took in his intereſt, and that they 


would lay hold of the firſt opportunity to 
a >. ſpeak 


» — 
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ſpeak to Jenny on the affair, in ſuch terms 
as ſhould ſeem to them moſt effectual to 


convince her that ſhe ought not to ſlight 
a propoſal which could not but prove for 
her honour and advantage to accept. 


They were punctual to their promile 
the next morning, as they were ſitting all 
together at breakiait, lady Speck intro- 
duced what ſhe intended to inſinuate, by 
making ſome obſervations on the temper 
and behaviour of mankind in general till 
by degrees ſhe fell inſenſibly, as it were, 
and without ſeeming to have any deſign, 
into very great commendations of fir Ro- 
bert Manley; ſaying, that ſhe thought 
that he had more virtue and ſewer faults, 
than moſt men of her acquaintance; and 


then aſk'd Jenny what was her opi-- 


nion of him. : 


Really, madam, replyed ſhe, I pre- 

, _ to very little judgment of mankind, 
cially in thoſe I have known ſo 

6 1 a time; but by what I have ſeen 
« of fir Robert, he appears to me to have 
* honour and good ſenſe, and alſo to be 


26 well natur' d.“ 


« You have named, ſaid . Speck, 
the three grand requiſites for making a 


* good huſband ; and I hope that We ob- 
« ject 
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« jet of his affections will ſoon be con- 
< yinced that he is poſſeſs*d of them, as 
well as with an infinity of love. 


* Is fir Robert then about marrying, 
« demanded Jenny, — © I cannot ſay abſo- 
lutely about it, return'd lady Speck; 
for I am pretty certain he has not yet 
* aſſumed courage enough to make any 
declaration of his paſſion; all I know 
is, that he is moſt violently in love.” 


He is undoubtedly a very fine Gen- 
< tleman, ſaid Jenny, and if his paſſion 
* be'ſincere and honourable he ſhall have 
my good wiſhes for his ſucceſs. As to 
his ſucceſs, reſum'd her ladyſhip, it 
© it depends entirely on yourſelf ; — for 
J affure you, it is with you he is in 
« love.” | 


With me! madam,” cry'd Jenny, 
very much aſtoniſh'd, and ſetting down 


ber diſh of tea; — What does your lady- 


fſhip mean? — I mean as I have ſaid, 

« replied the other; — but if you have a 
« mind the intelligence ſhould be repeat- 
ed, I will oblige you ſo far as to aſſure 
you, that it is with your individual ſelf 
« fir Robert Manley is ih love.“ 


1 
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J perceive, ſaid Jenny, your lady- 
ſhip is pleaſed to divert yourſelf this 
morning at my expence. — No, I pro- 
teſt, return'd lady Speck, I was ne- 
ver more in earneſt in my whole life. 
Indeed, rejoin'd miſs Wingman, I 
can vouch for my ſiſter's ſincerity in 
this point; — fir Robert has made mr. 


Lovegrove and lord Huntley the con- 


fidants of bis paſſion ; and I believe you 
will very ſoon hear it from his own 
mouth.” . 


* I hope not, anſwer'd Jenny, in a 
very reſerved tone; — for if fir Robert 
has in reality any ſuch inclinations to- 
wards me as you mention, he ſhould 
at leaſt, methinks, have the prudence to 
keep them to himſelf, as he cannot but 
know my hand has long ſince been 
deſtined to another.“ 


Say rather, cry'd lady Speck, in- 
tended to be given; for it is not in the 
power of parents to make their chil- 
drens fate ; — they often decree for us 
what we do not think fit to comply 
with even while they live, to awe us 
into. obedience by their frowns ; but 
when they are dead, and we are left to 
the management of ourſelves, we — 

* dren 
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* dren pay not much regard to the injundii. 


ons of thoſe: who are no longer in a con- 
dition to thwart our inclinations.” 


That may be the caſe ſometimes ma. 


dam, ſaid Jenny; but I ſhould be 
* ſorry to be among the number of thoſe 
< who verify it; our parents have not on- 
© ly an undoubted right to diſpoſe of us, 
but alſo are much better judges of what 
will make our happineſs than ourſelves 
can pretend to be.“ 


All this is very true, cry'd miſs Wg. 
man very briſkly, but how much ſoever 
* thoſe who would paſs for the diſcreet part 
of our ſex may picque themſelves upon 
* their implicit obedience in this point, 
I believe the men will not be found al- 
together ſo ſanguine in the performance 
of their duty.“ 


No, no, reply'd lady Speck, incli- 
nation does all on their part; — it is not 
«c virtue, — it is not wit, — it is not beau- 
ty, — it is not all the perfections that 
Heaven and nature can beſtow, but 
Fancy, — partial Fancy, by which the 
'© heart of man is influenced; and that 
*© woman who perſeveres in her affection 
for a lover, Who either never did, or 
470 having once done ſo, ceaſes to regard 
2 © her 
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© her as he ought, diſcovers a meanneſs 
of ſpirit which muſt render her con- 
« temptible, both in his eyes and thoſe 
© of all her acquaintance.” 


Jenny, whoſe penetration few things 
eſcaped, preſently comprehended that 
this difcourſe was aim'd to raiſe ſome 
ſuſpicions in her mind concerning the 
conſtancy of Jemmy; and looking on 
ſuch an attempt as highly injurious both 
to herſelf and him, anſwer'd with ſome- 
what of what the French call a fierty 
in her voice and countenance, in theſe 
terms: | | 


© The more ridiculous it appears, ſaid 
* ſhe, the more reaſon has mr. Jeſſamy 
© and myſelf to thank Heaven tor. di- 
recting the care of our indulging fa- 
* thers to caſt our lot where there is nd 
danger of ſuch a misfortune happening 
to neither of us 


Lady-Speck and miſs Wingman look- 
ed on each other with ſome amazement 
while Jenny was ſpeaking, as not well 
knowing what to think ; but after a pauſe 
of ſome minutes, Some people, ſaid 
lady Speck, a little ſcorntully, take a 
pride in being blind to what half the 
town has long ſince ſcen and laugh'd 

VOL. . *. | vo 3 
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at.“ Here ſhe ſtoped, and miſs Wing. 

man, who was the more ſpiritous of the 

two, and a good deal nettled at the tart 

manner in which Jenny had ſpoke, cry'd 

out, Pear lifter, I beg you will ſhew 
« miſs Jeſſamy the letter your ladyſhip re- 

* ceived ſince our coming down to Bath; 

© it is the duty of her friends to force 

4 


open her eyes, as ſhe ſeems obſtinate to 
ſhut daylight out,” 


It is a thing I have been very loth 
to mention, reſum'd lady Speck, and 
now do it with an extreme reluctance; 
* but ſince there is no other way to con- 
« vince you that the world is not ſo ig- 
+. + norant as you imagine, of the incon- 

i ſttancy and perfidiouſneſs of mr. Jel- 
| « ſamy, read that, — and ceaſe for the 

future to offer any thing in the Vit 
« dication of ſo unworthy a man.” 


In ſpeaking theſe words ſhe took a Tet- 
ter out of her pocket and put it into 
Jenny's hand, which that young lady 
opening, with an agitation of ſpirits very 

unuſu with her, found it contain'd as 
follows, | 


To 


* 
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To the Honourable Lad 


y SPECK, 
at Bath. | 
MapaM, | 


40 S I know very well that minds 
60 A truly benignant and humane, like 


„ your ladyſhip's, take a pleaſure in 


«« every opportunity of doing good, I 
« ſhall make no apology for the trouble 
« of this anonymous epiſtle ; eſpecially as 
« jt is wrote with a view of ſerving a 
« young lady, who ſo well deſerves 
« and poſſeſſes ſo much of your lady- 
« ſhip's kind withes as mils Jeſſamy.“ 


« But not to keep your ladyſhip in 
* ſuſpence, permit me to acquaint you, 
« that mr. Jeſſamy, who for ſome time 
„ has made his private addreſſes to miſs 
«© Chit, has now taken the opportunity 
« of your fair friend's abſence to avow 
« publickly his paſſion for that young 


„ perſon. Some people will have it, 


« that every thing is already ſo far con- 
« cluded upon between them that a 
„ marriage will very ſhortly be con- 

« ſummated; but this I will not pretend 
«© to affirm: it is certain, however, that 


he loves her; and that a little ſkill in 


«© muſic, out-ballances, in his giddy ' 

fancy, all the real merits of the beau- 

e tiful and accompliſhed miſs Jeflamy.” 
| 2 | * 1 
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<« ] know not whether ſhe is as yet ap- 
priz'd of his infidelity, or has even any 
ſuſpicions of it; but the leſs ſhe is ſo the 


more will it ſhock her tender nature 


to find, at her return, that he is mar- 
ried, or about being married to ano- 
ther. — How could her gentle heart 


ſupport the ſudden diſappointment ? 


— How bear the double pangs of the 
indignity offer'd to her love and beau- 
ty? — Fatal, alas, might be the conſe- 
quences of ſuch a ſtroke, if not 
previouſly prepar'd and arm'd againſt 
| of bs | | | 


« Tt depends greatly on your ladyſhip 


cc 
60 


to ſhield that injured innocence from 
being too deeply affected with her 
misfortune; and as her caſe muſt touch 
every one who has à ſoul capable of 
ſocial commiſeration, I take the liberty, 
with all ſubmiſſion, to entreat you, 
madam, to give her ſuch warnings of 
her fate as may render the certainty, 
whenever it ſhall arrive, leſs heavy to 


be borne; — if once thoroughly per- 
 ſuaded there is a probability of his 


being falſe, it will at leaſt take off the 
alarming ſurpriſe of finding he is ſo; 


and the more early ſhe is brought to 


ſuſpe& his baſeneſs, the more oppor- 
« tunity 
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© tunity ſhe will have to exert the good 
« ſenſe ſhe is miſtreſs of, in deſpiſing in- 
e ſtead of lamenting it.“ 


C The manner in which this is moſt 
proper to be done will beſt be de- 
« termined by your ladyſhip's ſuperior 
« judgment: I only beg that the above 
« hints may be received, in an aſſurance 
« that they proceed from a heart truly 
« devoted to honour and virtue, and en- 
« tirely free from all views but ſuch as 
may be conducive to promote the 
« cauſe of thoſe noble principles.” 


I am, | 
With a profound reſpect, 
Madam, 
Tour ladyſhip's 
Moſt humble, 
Moſt faithful 


And obedient ſervant. 


P. S. Tour ladyſhip will pardon 
« the concealment of my name for the 
« preſent, as an advice of this nature 
% might probably ſubjeA the perſon who 
gives it to many great inconvenien- 
« cies, if known before the affair to 
| „ S. « which 
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* which it relates is abſolutely conclu- 
„ ded and paſt beyond all poſſibility of 
« qenial.”* | | 


Scarce had Jenny patience to po 
through with this invidious ſcroll ; — 
Good God,“ cry*d ſhe, to lady Speck; 
— who is it can have the baſeneſs to 
© affert ſuch monſtrous untruths, or the 
* preſumption to attempt making your 
« ladyſhip's good nature the dupe of a 
« defign ſo villanous, and withal ſo mean?” 

Then immediately recollecting what 
had juſt now been told her concerning 
the paſſion fir Robert Manley had enter-. 
tain'd for her, ſhe heſitated not a mo- 
ment to accuſe him of having taken this 
method to alienate her affections from 
Jemmy; and looking on the contrivance 
with that contempt and indignation it 
really deſerved, began to reproach in 
terms the moſt bitter that could iſſue 
from a mouth ſo little accuſtom'd to in- 
vectives. | | 


The two ladies ſeem'd quite aſtoniſh'd 
at her behaviour, and both join'd to en- 
deavour to convince her of the injuſtice 
to fir Robert, who they believed had too 
much honour to attempt the gaining of 
his point by a way ſo abject and fo un- 

es N worthy 


worthy of his character; and to clear his 
innocence, aſſured her that they had 
heard an account of Jemmy*s infidelity 
from many hands before they had lett 
London; or that fir Robert had ever 
ſeen her face. | 


All they could ſay, however, was inſufe 
ficient to make Jenny recede from her 
opinion; the diſpute grew pretty warm, 
and would probably have run to greater 
lengths, if it had not been ſeaſonably in- 
terrupted by ſome company coming to 
viſit them. 


HA P. XXI. 
Gives an account of ſome paſſages, 


which, added to the former, affords 


our heroine much matter of diſcon- 
tent. EY 


ENN had been ſo much diſcom- 
poſed and ruffled at the diſcourſe of 
the ladies, and the letter ſhewn to her 
by them, that neither her natural 
e and gayety, nor all the ef- 
orts her reaſon made, were ſufficient to 


1. 4 re · ſettle 
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re- ſettle in her mind that happy ley 
the enjoy'd before. 


She had not the leaſt tincture of jea- 
louly in her compoſition ; ſhe had al- 
ways depended on the ſincerity of Jem- 
my, and as yet was far from believing 
that he could be falſe; but it vexed her 
to be told that others thought him ſo; 
that he paſs'd in the eyes of the world for 
an inconſtant and ungrateful man ; and 
what was ſtill more inſupportable, that 
herſelf was look'd upon as a x" Mighted 
and forſaken miſtreſs. 


Pity is ſo near a-kin to contempt, that 

few women of ſpirit can bear it; even 
thoſe who have the leaſt ſhare of vanity, 
1 believe, would rather chuſe to be envy'd 
and hated for having too much the power 
of pleaſing, than commiſerated for their 
want of it. , 


The affection ſhe had for Jemmy was 
not of that fond and fooliſh nature as 
to make her wiſh to be for ever in his 
fight; ſhe had been abſent from him 
more weeks than ſhe had now been days, 
without the leaſt repining or inquietude ; 
but on the hearing of this ſtory ſhe 
could not 858 _ * being exceſ- 

ſtvely 


_— 
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y fively impatient for his coming down to 
Bath; — not that ſhe deſir'd his pre- 
ſence to clear any doubts of her own, 

but that his behaviour might convince 

the company ſhe was with of their mi- 

ſtake as to his fidelity. 


The promiſe he had made of follow- 
ing her when ſhe left London, and which 
had ſince been confirmed by two ſe- 
veral letters ſhe had received from him, 
made her expect his arrival would be ve- 
ry ſoon, and ſhe was pleaſing herſelf with 
the thoughts how that event would make 
lady Speck and mifs Wingman aſhamed 
of having too raſhly given credit to a 
calumny, which ſhe doubted not but 
they would then ſee had not the leaſt 
foundation. 


But this was a ſatisſaction which va- 

niſn'd in a very ſhort ſpace of time; 
a few hours made her know that ſhe 
muſt wait much longer than ſhe had 
imagined for the completion of what 
at preſent her pride made her ſo ardent- 
ly deſire. 5 


The evening of that very ſame day, 
whoſe morning had occaſion'd in her 
breaſt theſe various perturbations, pre- 
ſented her with ſomething which was far 

| L 5 trom 
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from lulling them to reſt. —Juſt as ſhe 
was going to the aſſembly- room with the 
ladies and ſome other company, the poſt 
brought her a letter, the contents where- 
cf were theſe: | 


To Miſs Jzs$amy, at Bath. 
Dear JIENNV, 


« F Amin ſo ill a humour, that I be- 
« A lieve it would be utterly out of my 
e power to write to any one perſon in 
* the world except yourſelf; and yet it 
« is almoſt entirely on your account 
„that I am thus diſconcerted. This 
e you may think a paradox, but I ſhall 
« ſoon explain the riddle.” 2 


- 


For three whole days ſucceſſively I 
have been every hour expecting the ar- 
rival of my ſteward; but laſt night, 
inſtead of himſelf I received a letter 
from him, acquainting me that ha- 
ving been obliged to make a ſeiſure on 
one of my tenant's effects, that af- 
fair would of neceſſity detain him at 
leaſt ſeven or eight days longer.“ 


Judge how ſeverely this accident has 
mortify' d me, as it deprives me fo 
much longer than I hop' d of the plea- 

ZW DAI Tt] al oe „ ſures 
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& ſures of the Bath, and what is infinite- 


« ly more valuable to me, the ſight of 


« my dear Jenny ; — conſole me as of- 
« ten you can with your letters; — it is 
ein them alone I can take any true ſa- 
« tisfaction during this enforced abſence. 
« — Farewel; — I flatter myſelf there 
« is no need of freſh aſſurances to con- 
« yince you that I am, 


With the warmeſt affection, 
My dear Jenny's 
. Moſt devoted and 
Obedient ſervant, 


J. JIESs AM r. 


P. S. „ My friend Bellpine, who is 


« now with me, deſires you will accept 
his compliments and beſt wiſhes j— 
ve are juſt going together to hear a 
« fine piece of muſic, if my chagrin 
« does not turn the notes into diſcord. 
«© — Once more for this time,— my dear 
Jenny, — adieu.“ | 


Jenny withdrew to a window to take 
Juſt a curſory view of this epiſtle; for 
being waited for by the company ſhe 


could not, without a breach of civility, 


give herſelf time to examine it with that 
L 6 ſtrictneſs 
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ſtrictneſs the preſent ſituation of her mind 
inclined her to do. She was, however, 
ſufficiently miſtreſs of the ſenſe of it to 

rceive ſhe muſt not expect to ſee him 
at Bath ſo ſoon as ſhe wiſh'd; and this 
delay, as my fair readers will eaſily be. 
lieve, gave no ſmall mortification both 
to her pride and love. 


The aſſembly was more than ordinarily 
brilliant that night; but not all the di- 
verſions and gallantries of the place could 
diſſipate the gloom that hung heavy on 
her ſpirits, and as ſhe was an ill diſ- 
ſembler, was but two viſible in her coun- 


tenance. 


It was not that in the ſlight peruſal 
ſhe had been able to give Jemmy's let- 
ter_ſhe had found any thing to confirm 
the informations of lady Speck and miſs 
Wingman, but the delay of his com- 
ing, at a time when ſhe thought his pre- 
ſence ſo neceſſary to clear both his own 
and her reputation, that alone gaye her 
theſe inquietudes ; and the W poim⸗ 
ment was more grievous, as it was the 
frit ſhe as yet had ever met with. 


Not all her efforts could enable her to 
behave with her accuſtomed vivacity that 
n ght; — ſhe bore very little part in the 

| converſation ; 
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converſation z — was wholly unattentive 
to the muſic, as well as the fine things 
ſaid to her; and whenever ſhe ſpoke, it 


was in ſuch a manner as made it eaſy to 


perceive ſhe would rather have choſe t 
have remain'd ſilent. | 


Conſcious of this defect, and finding 
herſelf altogether unfit for company, ſhe 
pretended a violent head-ach, and retir*d 
ſome hours before the uſual time. 


On her coming home ſhe ſhut herſelf 
up in her own apartment, and gave 
ſtrict orders to her maid that no one 
ſhould diſturb her; then fell to examin- 
ing, with the utmoſt exactneſs, every ſen- 
tence of the letter which had created in 


her ſo much uneaſineſs ; — ſhe compared 
it with the others ſhe had received from 
him ſince her arrival at Bath, and found 


it nothing different either in the ſtile or 
manner; till coming to the poſtſcript, 
the mention he made of going to hear a 
fine piece of muſic, ſhe ſuddenly cry'd 
out, — That muſick perhaps may be 
« perform'd by miſs Chit; a ſtory, ſuch 
© as I have been told, could not certainly 
© be raiſed without ſome little truth for 


its foundation.* | 
But 
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But this fit of jealouſy laſted ſcarce a 
moment, How unjuſt and fooliſh am I 

* ſaid ſhe : I know he loves muſic, but 
« what then? if being miſtreſs of that 
£ accompliſhment had given miſs Chit, 
© or any other woman, the preference to 
me in his eſteem, he would have been 
< entirely ſilent on the pleaſure he was 
going to take; the guilty always care- 
+ fully avoid ſpeaking on the theme 
« which calls their crime in queſtion.* 


In this favourable diſpoſition ſhe might 

rhaps have continued, if a thouſand in- 
ſtances of the deceit and perfidy of men 
in the affairs of love, which ſhe had 
either heard or read of, had not imme- 
diately preſented themſelves to her re- 
membrance, and reminded her that ſhe 

ought not to be too ſecure; that the 
paſſion of love, like the wind, blew 
where it liſted, and that, as the poet ſays: 


Man is but man, inconſtant ſtill and 
Vvarious, | 

4 Tres no to-morrow in him like to- 
day; 

Perhaps the atoms rolling in his brain 
Make him think honeſtly this preſent 

| hour : | 

1418 The 
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The next a ſwarm of baſe ungrateful 
thoughts 
May mount aloft, 
Who would truſt chance, ſince all men 
have the ſeeds 
Of good or ill, which would work 
upwards firſt. 


Yet for all this could ſhe not bring 
herſelf to believe him abſolutely falſe ; it 
one moment accuſed him in her thoughts, 
the next acquitted him; but what gave 
her the greateſt perplexity of all was, the 
difficulty ſhe found in gueſſing by whom 
or to what end this aſperſion had firſt 
been raiſed, and how it came to be ſo 
ſpread. 


She thought that neither Jemmy nor 
herſelf had done ony thing to incur the 
malice of the world, ſo far as that even 
any one perſon ſhould be defirous of 
rendering them unhappy ; It cannot 
therefore be, cried ſhe, but that ſome 
vile ſelf. intereſted view muſt be the 
* ſource of all this; no body ſure would 
be at the wicked pains to ſeparate two 

« perſons whole hearts from their infan 
© have been united by the ſtricteſt bonds 
* of love and friendſhip, merely for the 
e lake of On no, it is e im- 

* poſſible 
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poſſible that human nature can be fo 
« depraved.* 


This reflection leading her till farther 
on, ſhe began to argue within her mind 
for what end a contrivance to part her 
and Jemmy could be form'd, and found 
none ſo conformable to probability, as 
that the author of it aimed to be in the 
place either of the one or the other, 


As for her own part, the engagements 
between her and Jemmy were fo well 
known that no man had ever made his 
ferious addreſſes to her, and if ſir Robert 
Manley had now any ſuch intentions, 
the character of that gentleman would 
not permit her to believe he could be 
Gable of making uſe of baſe means 
for the forwarding his wiſhes ; beſides, 
lady Speck and miſs Wingman had 
aſſured her, in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
that they had heard the report before 
their coming down to Bath, or that he 


had ever ſeen her. 


It reſted therefore, that it muſt be on 
the account of Jemmy that all this had 
happen'd; ſhe knew very well that he 
convers'd freely with the ladies, he had 
never made a ſecret to her of his doing 
ſo, and it ſeem'd not in the leaſt impro- 

| bable, 
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bable, that ſome one among them might 
like him but too well. Perhaps, ſaid 
ſhe, miſs Chit herſelf miſtaking for 
© love what he meant only as gallantry, 
might have the vanity to boaſt of ha- 
ving inſpired him with a real paſſion,” 


The ſmalleſt hint, continued ſhe, 
that ſuch a thing is, — or poſlibly 
may be, paſſes with many people for 
an undoubted fact. — And who knows 
but the whiſper of Jemmy's imaginary 
* infidelity may have been carried from 
© one to another till it reach'd the ears 
of ſome perſon, who more compaſſio- 
* nate than wiſe, wrote to lady Speck in 
© the manner I have ſeen.” | 


Thus did ſhe endeavour to dive into 
the bottom of this myſterious affair, aſ- 
ſigning for it every cauſe that reaſon or 
her fertile imagination could ſuggeſt ; — 
yet wavering ſtill, and uncertain on 
which of them ſhe ſhould fix, her mind 
at length grew quite fatigued with the 
unavailing ſearch; and ſhe reſolved to 
wait till time ſhould bring to light what 
all her penetration could not at preſent 
enable her to diſcover. 


In this manner was the ſweeteſt and 
moſt ſerene temper in the world diſcon- 
certed, 
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eerted and thrown off its byaſs, by the 
dark villany of a man whom ſhe had not 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of.— She went to bed 
however, and for ought I ever heard to 
the contrary, ſlept as well as if nothing 
had happen'd to perplex her walking 
thoughts. 


WW 


CHAN XX. 


Afords ſome very uſeful and exemplary 
hints to young perſons of both ſexes ; 
which 1f they are not the better and 
wiſer for, it is wholly owing to 

themſelves, and not the fault of the 
author, 


E only true compoſing draught, 
an unforced natural ſlumber, ſo 
effectually lull'd the mind of Jenny that 
when ſhe aroſe the next morning the 
anxieties of the preceding day were ſcarce 
remember'd by her; or if they were, it 


was but to wonder at herſelf for having 


yielded to their force. 


« As I think, ſaid ſhe, that I may be 
pretty confident the ſtory I was told 
« yeſterday has nothing of reality in 55 

| but 
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but is a moſt vile and notorious falſ- 
hood; how filly was I to give myſelf 
* any pain concerning either, by whom 
© or on what motive it was invented?“ 


There are ſome people, ſaid ſhe, 
* who ſeem to be born with a propenſity 
to miſchief... I remember that when I 
was at the boarding-ſchool a thouſand 
little quarrels happen'd between the 
girls, which were occaſion'd merely by 
the lying inſinuations of ſome among 


* us, who took a wicked pleaſure in 


giving pain to others.“ 


Too many in the world, continued 
© ſhe, when arrived at years of matu- 
* rity, inſtead of endeavouring to cor- 
rect, take pains to improve and cul- 
* tivate this cruel diſpoſition in them- 
© ſelves, till even it becomes a ſcience ; 
and the more vexation they create to 
«* thoſe who are ſo unhappy to be of their 
* acquaintance, the more proofs they 
imagine they give of their own inge- 
* nuity and fertility of invention.” 


© How ſtupid then is it, went ſhe till 
on, to give ear to every idle tale? It is 
* joining with the adverſaries of our 
peace; — aiding thoſe malicious efforts, 
* and giving them a triumph over us, 
which 
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© which otherwiſe all they could do 
* would never be able to obtain: we 
certainly onght not to believe ill of 
* any one without the teſtimony of our 
own ſenſes to confirm the truth of that 
report; but more eſpecially it behoves 
us to reject with the utmoſt contempt 
whatever has a tendency to create a dif- 
agreement between us and thoſe we 
love.“ | | 


” aa A m «a <A 


Thus did her good underſtanding and 
ſtrength of reaſon enable her to get the 
better of all theſe doubts and jealous ap- 
prehenſions, into which young perſons of 
her ſex are for the moſt part too liable to 
fall. She paſt a good deal of time in this 
ſort of converſation with herſelf; and 
would not, perhaps, have broke it off 
| fo ſoon, if ſhe had net been interrupted 

by lady Speck's woman, who came into 
the chamber to enquire after her health, 
and to let her know that the ladies waited 
breakfaſt for her. f 


She obey'd the ſummons immediately, 
and appear'd ſo very ſprightly, that lady 
Speck and her ſiſter had not the leaſt 
room to imagine that the diſorder ſhe 
had complain'd of the night before had 
been occaſion'd by any thing they had 
ſaid to her in relation to Jemmy. - 
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A ſucceſſion of viſitants, one after ano- 
ther, came in all that whole day, ſome of 
whom ſtay' d to accompany them to the 
long room; but Jenny, who had never 
fail d to anſwer every letter ſhe had re- 
ceived from Jemmy by the very firſt poſt, 
would not now be more remiſs ; and ex- 
cuſing herſelf for a few minutes retired 
to her chamber and wrote to him in the 
following manner: 


To JAMES JESSAMY, Eſq; 


My dear EMM Y, 


I Am very ſenſible that I am quite 
wrong to add to the vexation you 
« expreſs, by giving you any know- 
« ledge of mine; — yet it is not in my 
* power to forbear telling you, that this 
% delay of your journey hither has in- 
« volved me in diſquiets altogether new 
«© to me; —I know not how it is, that 
« I never fo much wiſh'd to ſee you as I 


*«* now do.” 


e ſhould be ſorry if you neglected 
„any affairs of conſequence on my ac- 
* count ; but be aſſured however, till 
«* you come, all the amuſcments, all 


the pleaſures with which this PR 
6 abou nds, 
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abounds, and I am continually ſur- 
rounded with, will loſe their reliſh 
and be inſipid to me.” 


« Such a confeſſion would ſeem ex- 
tremely aukward from the pen of a 
woman, were we not upon the terms 
we are, or had we been brought up in 
a different manner ; but from my in- 
fancy I have been made to think it 
was my duty to conceal from you no 
part of my ſentiments; and you have 
often told me, that the ſame principles 
were inſtilled in you: — As I have the 
moſt perfect confidence that you are 
no leſs punctual in your obedience to 
this injunction than myſelf, I am not 
afraid or aſhamed of giving you all 
the teſtimonies of my affection that 
honour and virtue will permit; and 
more, I am certain, you will never 
deſire.”? | 


& I ſhall ſay nothing to urge you to 
as ſpeedy a diſpatch as poſlible of the 
buſineſs that detains you from me; 
I am too well acquainted with your 
ſincerity to doubt if your heart is not 
already here, and ſhall therefore en- 
deavour to conſole myſelf till your 
arrival with your letters, as you tell 

| ' 66 me 
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me you ſhall do with thoſe you receive 
from me. I am, 


With an attachment 
Which only yourſelf can break, 
My dear Jemmy, 
Your moſt affectionate 
And ever faithful 
J. JIzss Av. 


P. S. If I have expreſs'd too much 
„ jmpatience in the above, excuſe it on 
« the account that hitherto, unaccuſtom'd 
to diſappointments, I am the leſs able 
“ to ſuſtain them with that fortitude and 
« reſignation I ought to do.“ 


Having finiſh'd this little epiſtle, and 
given orders that it ſhould be carried to 
the poſt-office, ſhe return'd to the com- 
pany, who by this time were ready to 

journ to the aſſembly ; — ſhe went 
with them, and few women there a 
pear d to more advantage than herſelf, 


Sir Robert Manley, to whom neither 
lady Speck nor miſs Wingman had re- 
lated any part of the rebuff they had re- 
ceived from Jenny on his ſcore, was 


very 
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very impatient to make a declaration of 
his paſſion to her ; but though he had 
ſeen her three times that day at home,— 
in the walks, — and at the aſſembly, yet 
no opportunity proper for his * had 
preſented itſelf. 


6 at” 


He complain'd of his ill luck to lord 


Huntley and mr. Lovegrove, who, at- 
ter conſulting with the ladies what could 
be done for the advancement of the in- 
tereſt of their friend in this point, it was 
ſo contrived amongſt them, that ſhe 
ſhould be left alone with him as if by 
accident. | . 


* 


But this could not be done with fo 
much art as to elude the diſcernment of 
Jenny; ſhe eaſily perceived with what 
intent firſt one and then another ſlipt 
out of the room, till none but herſelf 
and ſir Robert were left in it. She could 
not help ſmiling within herſelf to think 
that all this mighty pains was taken only 
to ſhew fir Robert that he had nothing to 
hope for ſrom her; and was not at all 
diſpleaſed with having it in her power 
to convince that gentleman, that the af- 
fection between herſelf and Jemmy was 
too ſtrongly cemented to be ſhaken by 
the amorous atracks of any Pretender 


whatſoe ver 
I am 
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am afraid that, on computation, the 
number of thoſe ladies would be found 
but ſmall, who, in this giddy and un- 


thinking age, are not fond of making new 


conqueſts ; though render'd, by even the 
moſt ſolemn engagements, utterly 1nca- 
pable of accepting the trophies preſented 
them: — Jenny, however, had nothing 


ol this vanity in her compoſition, — ſhe 
had heard and read much of the effects of 


love, and the fatal conſequences which had 
ſometimes attended a dilappointed flame; 
and therefore had always conſider'd that 
paſſion as a thing of too ſerious a nature 
to be ſported with; and that it was an 
action highly ungenerous and cruel! to 
encourage the growth of it in any heart, 
without having the power or inclination 
of making an adequate return. 


Sir Robert Manley was a perion whoſe - 


addreſſes might have gratity*'d the pride 
of any woman, who placed her glory in 


ſeeing herſelf admired : Jenny was ſen- 


ſible of his merit, but the more ſhe was 


ſo, the more ſhe thought herſelf obliged. 


to prevent him at once irom indulging 
any fruitleſs expectations. | 


He had no ſooner made her an offer of 


his heart, and was juſt beginning to af. 
Youls L M '. - ms 
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ſure her how much, and how eternally 
he was devoted to her, than ſhe ſtopp'd 
the progreſs of his declaration, by aſking 

him, with a very reſerved air, — If he were 
really in earneſt? To which he anſwering 
in the affirmative, and annexing the mot 
ſolemn proteſtation of the truth, — Then 
« ſir, ſaid ſhe, I am equally ſorry and 
« aſtoniſh'd, that a gentleman of ſo much 
good ſenſe and honour in other things, 
© ſhould forget himſelf ſo far as to en- 
* tertain any thoughts of this kind for a 
£ woman, who, he cannot but have 
© heard, has from her very birth been 
« allotted for another.” 


The manner in which theſe words were 
deliver'd giving a double energy to the 
meaning of them, had a prodigious ef- 
fect on the perſon to whom they were di- 
rected ; — though a man of great pre- 
ſence of mind, — bred in high life, and 

fectly acquainted with the world, he 
could not keep himſelf from being a little 
abaſh'd at receiving fo grave and fo 
ſevere a reprimand from a lady of Jen- 
ny's years and inexperience. 


But ſoon recovering himſelf, — Ma- 
dam, ſaid he, — I beg you will do me 
the juſtice to believe, that however 
* ardent.my paſſion is, I would ſcorn to 

attempt 
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attempt the gratification of it by any 
ways which my honour or my reaſon 
ſhould condemn : — that I love you, is 
« moſt true; yet would I chuſe rather 
to conſume through the force of an in- 
« extinguiſhable flame, than to make the 
© leaſt encroachment either on your virtue 
* or your peace.“ 


I do net indeed deny, continued he, 
© but that I have been told ſomewhat 
* concerning an agreement made for you 
in your extreme youth; but as no con- 
* ſequence has ſince happen'd of that 
© agreement, I flatter'd myſelf that your 
heart approv'd not of the choice made 


for you, — was at full liberty to elect 
for itſelf, and that no impediment lay 


* in the way of my ambition, but my 
* own unwoithineſs of obtaining ſo in- 
« eſtimable a jewel. | 


He concluded theſe words with a deep 
ſigh, and a bow full of the greateſt ten- 
derneſs and reſpect; the grateful ſoul of 
Jenny was a little touch'd at his be- 
haviour, and ſhe immediately replied 
with an extreme ſweetneſs; — Were 


there no other bar than what you laſt 


* mention'd, fir, faid ſhe, I believe there 
© are few women, of any penetration at 
$ leaſt, to whom your heart would be an 


M 2 * unacceptable 
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* unacceptable preſent; and I fhall re- 
© joice to ſee it beſtow'd where equal 
worth and unpre-engaged affections 


* may crown the utmoſt of its wiſhes, 


Ah, madam! cry'd fir Robert, Why 
is this enchanting goodneſs laviſh'd on 
© a man who cannot thank the bounty? 
All my delires, alaſs ! are center*d in 
* yourſelf; and to wiſh me happy with 
any other object, is but to with me 
* wretched.- — But tell me, — tell me, 
* purſued he, — Are you in earneſt, ab- 
« ſolutely determined to give your hand 
to this too fortunate rival? Is it a thing 
* mutually reſolved between you? 


Jenny, knowing very well what he had 
been inform'd of concerning the ſuppoſed 
infidelity of Jemmy, was charm'd with 
his politeneſs in imputing the delay of 
their nuptials rather to an indifference on 
her ſide than a diſlike on his; and now 
more deſirous than ever of entirely ſtifling 
all fallacious hopes, which in the end 
might prove deſtructive to his peace, 
compell'd her-modeſty to confeſs to him, 


that ſhe really loved Jemmy, and that 


her inclinations would have prefer'd him 
to all the men.in the world, even though 
they had not been deſtined for each other 
by their parents, Ty | | 

| Sir 


JeMMy and Jenny JESAMY. 245 


Sir Robert could not hear this decla- 
ration without pain; but being fully 
perſuaded ' in his mind, by what lord 
Huntley, mr. Lovegrove and others had 


aſſured him, that Jemmy but ill repaid 
the tenderneſs of his fair miſtreſs, he 


aſſumed courage enough to offer a ſecond 
petition to her conlideration. 


Well madam, ſaid he, after a little 
pauſe, I will not preſume to call in 
« queſtion the merits of the man whom 
© you are pleaſed to favour, I will be- 
© lieve. him as deſerving as I am ſure 
he is happy; yet it any accident, yet 
unforeſeen, ſhould happen to diſunite 
you, if any thing, impoſſible as it may 
ſeem, fhould render him ungrateful 
for the bleſſing he enjoys, might I not 
hope my love, my truth, my perſe- 
verance, would in time find ſome room 
in a corner of that heart which doubt- 


© leſs then would have exterminated its 
« firſt ideas.“ 


This inſinuation was far from work- 
ing the effect it was intended for; Jenny 
was highly offended at it, and turning 
from him with ſomewhat of a diſdain- 
ful air; To demand a promiſe, ſaid ſhe, 
on ſuppolitions without foundation, is 

M 3 | * fo 


- 
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* ſo chymerical as ſcarce deſerves an 
< anſwer; but fir Robert, on this you 
may depend, that whenever mr. Jeſ- 
« ſamy ſhall prove unworthy of my love, 
I ſhall, inſtead of giving him a ſuc- 
ceſſor in my heart, deteſt and avoid al! 
mankind for ever.“ 5 | 


Sir Robert was now conſcious he had 
gone too far, and deſirous of. perſerving 
her eſteem, if he could not gain her 
affection, endeavoured all he could to 
excuſe the raſnneſs of his late ſuggeſtion, 
which poſſibly he ſucceeded in better 
than he imagined, as Jenny was ſenſible 
it was wholly owing to the baſe reports 
that had been raiſed; ſhe would not 
however, ſeem to forgive too eaſily any 
reflection caſt upon her dear Jemmy, 
but continued in the ſame ſerious deport- 
ment till the return of the company put 
an end to all diſcourſe between them on 


this ſcore. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


Relates how, in the compaſs of an hour, 


Jenny met with two ſurpriſing ad. 
ventures of very different kinds; and 


the manner in which ſhe behaved in 
them, with ſome other no leſs extra- 
ordinary particulars, which the rea- 


der will doubtleſs be puzzled to know 


the meaning of. > 


FTER what had paſs'd between 
Jenny and fir Robert, that gentle- 
man thought it would be in vain to pro- 
ſecute his ſuit ; his friends alſo, to whom 
he imparted the converſation he had 
with her, were of the ſame opinion ; and 
the report of Jemmy's inconſtancy be- 
gan now to loſe much of the credit it 
had obtain*d among them. N 


Sir Robert, whoſe eſteem for Jenny 
was not at all diminiſh'd by her late be- 
haviour towards him, tho' it had made 


him endeavour to overcome his paſſion 


tor her, omitted nothing in his power to 
reconcile himſelf to her good graces ; 
which he at length effectually did, by 
giving her the ſtrongeſt and reiterated 

| M 4 aſſurances 
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aſſurances that he would never more 
attempt to interrupt that affection, which 
he now ſeem'd to believe mutually exiſt- 
ing between her and mr. J eſſamy. 


The ſame eaſy freedom of converſa- 
tion, which had reign'd among this ami- 
able company ſince their firſt coming 
down to Bath, was now again reſtored ; 
but it laſted not long, accidents on acci- 
dents, in which every one had a ſhare, 
immediately fell out, and turn'd all into 
diſcord and confuſion. | 


Among the croud & gueſts who were 
every day at the tea-table of lady Speck, 
there was a gentleman named Celandine; 
he had but lately return'd from making 
the tour of Europe, and like Clodio in 
tne play, pretended to be. acquainted 
with all the intrigues of the ſcveral 
courts he had been in ; he was gay, ſpi- 
ritous, had ſome wit, * abundance of 

aſſurance; which, with the affectation of 
eee good humour, made him paſs for 

a very agreeable companion, and parti- 
cularly entitled him to the favour of the 
ladies; many of whom thought the loſs 
of reputation no diſgrace when forfeited 
on his account. 


He 
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He was certainly very much indebted 
to nature for a handſome perſon, and to 
education for all thoſe modiſh accom- 
pliſhments which with unthinking peo- 
ple are apt to caſt a luſtre even to the 
worſt qualities of the mind; his example 
was at leaſt a proof of this melancholy 
truth; for it would have puzled even 
his beſt friends and greateſt admirers, if 
aſk'd the queſtion, to have found any 
one virtue in him to compenſate for a 
thouſand vices; he was vain to an ex- 
ceſs, ungrateful, inſincere, incapable 
either of love or friendſhip; a contem- 
ner both of morality and religion; in 
fine, he was a libertine profeſs'd. 


His family was ancient and honour- 
able, and from thence deſcended to him 
a very large eſtate, which, without doing 


one generous or benevolent action, he 


ſeem'd to take abundance of pains to get 
rid of by the moſt unheard of, and ridi- 
culous extravagancies and vagaries. 


The reader will perhaps imagine, that: 
a character ſuch as this, deſerved not fo 
ee a deſcription; nor ſhould I 
ave troubled him with it had: there 
not been an abſolute neceſſity of my do- 
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ing ſo, for reaſons which will preſently 
appear. 


Jenny was at home alone one day ; 
lady Speck and miſs Wingman were 

one into the walks, but ſome letters 

e had received from London, which 
required immediate anſwers, had hin- 
der'd her from accompanying them; ha- 
ving finiſh*'d what ſhe had to do before 
they return'd, ſhe went down into the 
garden, in order to refreſh her ſpirits 
after the fatigue they had undergone, by 
her writing ſo much longer than ſhe 
was accuſtom'd at one time. 


She took a ſhort promenade in the 
great alley; but being in a contempla- 
tive mood, retired into the arbour at the 
farther end of it z where, as the reader 
may remember, the performers in lord 
Huntley's interlude had been conceal'd : 
there could not, indeed, be a more proper 
ſcene for indulging meditation, and ſhe 
was juſt beginning to fall into a very 
agreeable reſvery, when on a ſudden 
Celandine appear'd at the entrance of 
the leafy bower, and accoſted her with 
theſe lines, tranſlated by himſelf, from a 
French poet: 


380 
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So look'd Pomona when Vertumnus 
came, by 

And with immortal raptures claſp'd 
the dame. — 


As great a favourite as this young 
gallant was with molt of the women ot 
his acquaintance, Jenny had never been 
able to endure the ſight of him, on ac- 
count of his pert confident behaviour ; 
but his preſence was now doubly unwel- 
come to her, as there was nobody but 
herſelf to entertain him, or to bear a 
part in the impertinent freedoms of his 
converſation, and ſhe could not forbear 
giving him a look which might have 
daſn'd the boldneſs of any other man, 
and made him quit the place. 


But Celandine, as has been before 
obſerv'd, and Jenny in this viſit expe- 
rienced to her colt, was none of thoſe 
who were capable of being àw'd either 
by looks or words; full of his own merit, 
and puff'd up with frequent ſucceſſes 
among the fair, he thought the whole 
ſex at his devotion ;that no woman could 
withſtand his charms, and that the cold- 
neſs Jenny had always treated him with 
was no more than an affectation of mo- 
deſty in public, which on his making 

the 
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would vaniſh in an inſtant, and ſhe would 
drop into his zrms as rain docs from the 


Armament. 


- 


How kind is fortune to me, ſaid he, 


approaching her, in giving me this 


opportunity of ſpeaking in private to 


© my angel.” If you are indebted to for- 
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tune for no greater favours, replied 
Jenny, you have but ſmall cauſe to 
thank her bounty : But pray, continued 
ſhe, how came you to be out of the 
walks this fine day, when all the world 


are there ? 


] might aſk you ds ſame queſtion, 
anſwered he, and equally wonder why 


I find the enchanting miſs Jeſſamy 


here, mopeing in a ſolitary ſhade, and 
neglecting to increaſe the number of 
her conqueſts, and add new triumphs 
to her eyes ;—but I'll tell you, pur- 
ſued he, catching hold of her hand, — 
it was fate,—propitious fate, ordain'd 


it ſo for both our happineſs ;z-—ſome 


kind good natured Demon put it into 
your head to ſtay at home, and in 
mine to ſeek you here.“ 


He 3 theſe words with throw- 
ing one of his arms aut her neck, and 
begun 
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began to Kiſs her with vehemence : 
hard is it to ſay, whether ſurpriſe or rage, 
at being treated in this manner, was moſt 
zDredominant in her ſoul ;—ſhe broke 
from him, and ſtarting ſome paces back, 
What means this rudenels ? cried ſhe,” 
Give not ſo harſh a name, rejoin'd 
he, to the emotions of the moſt tender 
« paſſion that ever was. A paſſion for 
me, ſaid ſhe, in a voice full of diſdain.” 
* Yes, — for you, replyed he, ſtaring 
her in theface,—Did my eyes never tell 

* youthe ſecret of my heart?“ No, really, 
© ſaid ſhe, — I never examine into the 
* myſterious dialect, nor deſire to have 
it explain'd.? 


With theſe words ſhe was going haſti- 
ly out of the arbour, but the nimble Ce- 
landine at one jump got between her and 
the entrance, and in ſpite of all the re- 


ſiſtance ſhe could make, forced her back: 


to the bench where he had found her 
fitting. . 


No more prudery, cry'd he, — this 
pretended coyneſs,—we are now alone, 
and the means of being ſo are not eaſy 
to be found in ſuch a place as Bath ;— 
do not then, by this unſeaſonable re- 
ſerve, make me loſe the golden glori- 


* ous opportunity that Heaven has ſent, 
| * of 
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of giving you the moſt ſubſtantial 
« proofs how much my ſoul adores you, 
* —how much I prize you above that 
Heaven itſelf. $7 


It is as impoſſible to paint the diſtrac- 


tion Jenny was in, as it was for her to 


expreſs it, or relieve herſelf from the 
impending danger to which ſhe was re- 
duced. They were at too great a diſ- 
tance from the houſe for her cries to 


alarm the family ;—he held her faſt down 


on the ſeat, with his hands on both her 
ſhoulders, ſhe could only call kim monſter, 
villain ;—while he, regardleſs of her re- 
proaches, utter'd things which made her 
modeſt heart ſhudder at the ſound of. 


To what horrid freedoms he might 
have proceeded is uncertain ; a fudden 


ruſtling among the branches, which twin- 


ed about the latticed arbour, made him 
relax the hold he had taken of his fair 
captive, and turn to ſee what had occa- 
ſion'd this interruption. Jenny loſt not 


the inſtant of her releaſe; but rather flew 
than ran out of that deteſted place, 


when, juſt at the entrance, ſne was met by 
a woman, or to ſpeak more properly, a 
fury, arm'd with a penknife, which ſhe had 
doubtleſs plunged into the boſom of the 
defenceleſs fair, it Celandine, who was 


cloſe 
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cloſe behind, had not been very _— in 
wreſting it from her hand. 


What fiend, thou curſed creature, 
6 ery'd Celandine, has prompted thy ma- 
« lice to attempt this execrable deed? 
What fiend but thyſelf, thou worſe 
than devil,“ anſwer'd ſhe, almoſt foam- 
ing at the mouth with paſſion. Jenny 
ſtay'd not to hear what further paſs'd 
between them, but ran ſcreaming down 
the alley ; lady Speck and miſs Wing- 
man, accompany'd by mr. Lovegrove, 
enter'd the houſe at that very moment, 
and were the firſt who came to her aſ- 
ſiſtance. 


Never were three people in greater con- 
ſternation than they; Jenny, with arms 
extended and garments all diſorder'd, 
crying out for help ;—Celandine at fore 
diſtance, with the utmoſt confuſion in his 
looks and at his feet a woman, who 
ſeem'd either dead or in a ſwoon ;—in 
vain they inquired the occaſion of all 
this; — Jenny was incapable of ſpeaking, 
by the fright which yet hung upon her 
ipirits;—the intended murdereſs by the 
condition ſhe was in, and Celandine by 
his re 


Mr, 


256 The HISTORY of ; 


Mr. Lovegrove, who had more pre- 
ſence of. mind than any of the reſt on 
this occaſion, finding no anſwers were 
given to their interrogatories, ſtept for- 
ward to convince himſelf if the perſon 


who lay upon the earth were alive or 


dead; and this action of his *twas that 

robably recover'd Celandine the uſe of 
bis tongue; but the firſt and only token 
he gave of it, was to ſay, it was a mad 
woman, who had ſome how or other 
gained admittance; and to deſire the 
ſervants might be order'd to carry her 
out. of the houſe. 


Mr. Lovegrove having tound the per- 
fon he ſpoke of in this manner was onlyin 
a fainting fit, cry*d out, Whatever ſhe 
is, her figure, as well as the preſent 
condition ſhe is in, ſeems to demand 
rather compaſſion than contempt.*—On 
this lady Speck and her ſiſter ran to af- 
ſiſt the charitable: endeavour he was 
making for her recovery : but Jenny {till 
keept at a good diſtance; and Celandine, 
who, for all his impudence, was not 
provided with fit anſwers to the queſtions 
which were like to be put to him, took 
the opportunity of their being. thus en- 


notice of his going. 
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By this time the woman of the houſe, 
with all the ſervants, were got into the 
garden, and among them the unhappy 
ſtranger was carried into a parlour and 
laid upon a couch, where proper reme- 
dies being apply'd, ſhe came. a little 
to herſelf. 


| | 8 x | ? wo 
CHEAP. xv" 
Contains ſome 15 of the hiſtory of 


the furious ſtranger, as told by ber- 
, 5 
PHE company, to whom Jenny had 


now related the dangers ſhe had eſ- 
caped, were very impatient to know the 
whole of this adventure; and perceiving 
the perſon chiefly concerned in it was re- 
cover'd enough to be able to ſatisfy their 
curioſity, began almoſt all at once to aſk 
what had induced her to attempt ſuch an 
act of barbarity ; but that unfortunate 
creature had not the power, for a conſi- 
derable time, of making any other anſwer 
than a torrent of tears, which guird 
from her eyes with ſuch rapidity as drew 
_ compaſſion even from Jenny herſelf. 


The 
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which ſo long had ſtopp'd the paſſage of 
her words, having found this vent, ſhe 
entreated their pardon for the diſturbance 
ſhe had cauſed, and thanked the chari- 
table reliet that had been offer*d her, in 
terms ſo polite as made every one ſee ſhe 
was not of the loweſt rank in life. 


Then turning to Jenny, — But it is 
© you, madam, I have moſt offended, 
* ſaid ſhe; Oh! had I perpetrated the 
© horrid deed, Heaven ſure muſt have 
« decreed ſome new and yet unpractiſed 
torture for a crime like mine: Here 
ſhe ceaſed to give way to ſome ſighs, 
which were juſt then forcing themſelves 
from her afflicted boſom, —after which, 
— Yet, that Heaven to whom I now 

appeal, cry*d ſhe, is witneſs for me, 


as well as my own conſcious ſoul, that 


o 

C 

I was clear of all malice, all premedita- 
ted deſign againſt you: When I drew 
« that curſed knife, I meant not to hurt 
your innocence, but to do juſtice to 
* myſelf on the villian that was with you: 
< —Some demon in that inſtant ſure, 
turn'd my erring arm from its in- 
tended mark to ſave his brother fiend.” 


Who 


The violence of that paſſion however, 
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Who is this fiend, — this villian you 
are ſpeaking of? cry'd lady Speck 
with ſome emotion. Oh! there is no 
name ſo foul, —ſo black as he deſerves, 
reply*d the other; —but if you would 
paint a wretch, in whom all vices, all 
corruptions meet as in their center, — 
then call him Celandine.“ 
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Oh! ladies, continued ſhe, in the 
extremeſt agonies, Why will you ſuf- 
fer ſuch a ſerpent near you? Where- 
ever he comes he brings deſtruction 
with him, and bitterneſs of heart with 
everlaſting infamy, are the legacies he 
leaves behind !? | 
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It is probable ſhe would have run on 
with theſe exclamations much longer, if 
mr. Lovegrove had not reminded her, 
that as the perſon was not there, ſhe 
would do better to inform the compan 
of the cauſe of her complaint —_— 
him; For, ſaid he, you neither can be 
© juſtified nor he condemn'd in our 
opinion, without your letting us into 
« the ſecret of his crime.“ ä 


* Alaſs! anſwer' d ſhe, burſting again 
into tears, neither his crime nor my 
© ſhame are ſecrets to the world ; and as 

| I am 
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I am before perſons of ſo much ho- 
© nour and goodneſs, I have reaſon to 
hope that a perfect knowledge of thoſe 
« unfortunate circumſtances which brought 
on my undoing, will entitle me rather 
* to compaſſion than at all add to the 


« contempt the late behaviour I have 


been guilty of muſt have excited.“ 


The ladies then, as well as mr. Love- 
grove, afſured her, that ſhe could no way 
ſo well attone for the confuſion ſhe had 
given them, as by making them a faith- 
tul narrative of the motives which had 
induced her to it, Foot 


On this ſhe endeavour'd to compoſe 
herſelf as much as poſible, and after a 
auſe of a few minutes, in order to re- 
collect the paſſages ſhe was about to re- 
late, began to do as ſhe was deſired, in 
theſe or the like terms: | 


The hiftry of Mrs. M. —— 


0 1 Will not detain your attention, ſaid 
this afflicted woman, with any im- 
pertinent particulars concerning a wretch 
* ſo unworthy as myſelf; but beg you 
« will afford a patient hearing of ſuch as 
are abſolutely neceſſary for the better 

4 ungerianding my tp ſrory. 1 
Was 
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© I was the only daughter of a gentle- 
man, who, being a younger ſon, had no 


other dependance than a poſt in one of 


the public offices; as he lived up to the 
height of his income, I was left at his 
deccaſe, which happen'd when I was 
about ſeventeen years of age, with no 
other portion than a gentce] education, 
ſome houſhold furniture, and a few 
Jewels. I had loſt my mother in my 
infancy, ſo that I was altogether an 
orphan ;—my father's brother, though 
polleis*d of a large eſtate, declin'd ta- 
king any care of me ; and I know not 
what would have become of me, if an 


aunt, by my mother's ſide, had not 


been ſo good to admit me into her fa- 
mily to preſerve me, as ſhe ſaid, from 
falling into thoſe temptations to which 
a maid of my years, and accounted not 
ugly, was /iable to be expoled. 

© I had not lived quite two years with 
this kind relation, before ſome buſineſs 
brought frequently to her houſe a gen- 
tleman call'd mr. M „who you 


muſt doubtleſs have heard of, as he 
makes a pretty conſiderable figure in 
the law ; he took a great fancy to me 
at fixſt; fight, which afterwards grew 
up into a paſſion ;—in fine, he loved 

; me 
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me upon the moſt honourable terms ; 
ask*d leave of my aunt to make his ad- 
dreſſes to me; the match was too advan- 
tageous for a girl in my circumſtances 
to be refus'd ; ſhe preſs'd me to it, 
and as neither his perſon nor conver- 
ſation were diſagreeable to me, I con- 
ſented, and in a ſhort time became his 


wife. 
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Few women, I believe, can boaſt of 
more happineſs than I enjoy'd during 
the firſt ſeven or eight months of our 
marriage; my husband ſeem'd to have 
no other ſtudy than that of obliging 
me; he was continually forming ſome 
new ſchemes of delight and entertain- 
ment for me; he never heard of any 
ornament of dreſs or furniture, in uſe 
with the beau monde, but he bought 
and brought it home to me ; he could 
ſcarce bear loſing the ſight of me a 
moment; and indeed, gave me more 
of his company than could well be 
«* ſpared from his avocation. 


V 
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But the extremes of any thing are 
* ſeldom laſting; this exuberance of 
< tranfported love, this frenzy of paſ- 
_ © ſion, if I may call it fo, vaniſh'd by 
very ſwift degrees; as ſudden coldneſs 
s almoſt at once ſucceeded, he treated 
25 me 
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«© humour, ſaid ſhe ; your cauſe is but 
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me civilly, *tis true, retrench*d no part 
of my expences, denied me nothing 
that I aſk*'d ; but yet I found a mighty 
difference between this and his former 
behaviour ? ah, how dangerous it is 
for men to begin with demonſtrations 
of a fondneſs which they cannot per- 
ſevere in; I was young, vain, inconſi- 
derate ; I expected the ſame aſſiduity 
to pleaſe, the ſame raptures as at firſt, 


and could not brook the diſappoint- 


ment. 


I complain'd of this change of my 


condition to a female friend of more 
ears and experience than myſelf; at 
firſt ſhe laugh'd at me, and told me 
that nothing was more common, and 
that ſhe had often wonder'd mr. M 
held out the honey-moon ſo long. 


This putting me beyond all pa- 
tience,, Do not be ſo much out of 


the ſame with other women, and I 
believe I can direct you to a courſe 
that will infallibly retrieve all ; it is 
the nature of mankind, continued ſhe, 


to be rampant in the purſuit of their 
wiſhes, but Tanguid in the full poſ- 
ſeſſion of them; you muſt give your 
husband room to apprehend he is = 
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« ſo ſecure of your heart as he has 
„ imagined ; toy with ſome pretty tellow 
&« before his face, ſend often for him, 
« and affect to be uneaſy till you ſee 
ec him; this will rouſe your | husband 
„if any thing will do it; jealouſy new 
« points the darts of love, and whets 
ee the edge of ſatiated deſire, OY, 
«© to the poet: 


They dearly prize, what they once 


fear to loſe. 


I égreedily ſwallow'd this falſe "Why 
trine, continued mrs. M— with a deep 
ſigh, and immediately reſoly*'d on ma- 
king the experiment: Celandine, whoſe 

rlon I have no occaſion to give a 

„ eee deſcription of, as you al] 

* 


R M M _ @6 


now him, ſeemed form'd by nature 


for the purpoſe I intended. 


He came benen to our houſe, 
my husband always treated him with 
the extremeſt reſpect, as indeed he had 
good reaſon to. do, being indebted for 

his firſt ſetting out in the world, in the 
© handſome manner he did, to the father 
of Celandine, whom both his. parents 
had ſerved, the one in quality of a 
« ſteward, the other of houſe-keeper ; 
Lethe lavours conferr'd on mr. M —, 


even 


r aw TS Mw me 


* 


5 


even from his infancy by that old 


* 
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ntleman, were ſuch as made many 
people ſuſpect there was a nearer affi- 
nity between them than was for 
my mother-in-law's honour to ac- 
knowledge ; be that, however, as it 
may, it is not my buſineſs t) inſpect 


into the faults of others, but bewail 
my own. 


1 had hitherto behaved towards my 


husband's young patron, for ſo he al- 
ways call'd him, with the reſerve be- 
coming the married woman ; but now, 


according to the pernicious advice 1 


had received, | put on the moſt light 
airs before him; and look'd and 


talk*d in ſuch a manner as might have 
made a man, of much leſs vanity than 


he is endued with, imagine me to be 
moſt paſſionately in love with him. 


Whether my husband had really too 
much indifference for me to regard any 
thing did, or whether he thought the 
extraordinary civilities I ſhew'd to his 
fri:nd were merely to 1 him, I can- 


not be certain; all I can ſay is, that he 


took not the leaſt notice of this change 
in my conduct, nor could I perceive any 


alteration in his carriage to me upon 
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« But Celandine, who thought me all 
+ devoted to him, was not of a humour 
to loſe any part of the triumph of his 
new conqueſt ; he aſſiduouſly watch'd 
every opportunity of being alone with 
me, return'd the pretended advances 
I had made hin with all the ardour 
of a man tranſported with them; til 
« at laſt my heart became ſuſceptible 
of, the guilty flame, and what | had 
ſo fatally a affected grew. into reality; 
. in fine, I loved him, was too weak to 
< reſiſt, the dictates of my paſſion, and 
became a prey to the worſt monſter 
* that ever wore the en of man.“ 


Here mrs. M became unable to 
e ſne was not ſo entirely loſt ta 
; BY aſe of honour and virtue as not to 
feel an extreme ſhock at the remembrance 
of what The was about to repeat; ſhame 
and confuſſion overwhelm' Fe her heart, 
and threw her into a ſecond fainting, 
from which ſhe was not without ſome 
difficulty recover'd. 


* 
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CHAP. XXV. 


Contains a continuation of mrs, M—'s 
| | adventures. 


| H E -unfortunate mrs. , ha- 

ving once more regain'd the power 
and utterance, made a handſome apology 
for that interruption which grief and 
ſhame had occaſion'd in her recital, and 
then proſecuted it in the following 
manner: 


It may ſeem ſtrange, perhaps, ſaid 
© ſhe, that with my innocence | ſhould 
* loſe all diſcretion too; yet ſo it was, 
fond even to madneſs of my undoer, and 
« ſelf ſatisfied with my crime, I thought 
of nothing, regarded nothing, ſtudied 
nothing, but how to gain freſh opportu- 
© nities of repeating it: whenever my 
husband was abroad, as of late he had but 
too often been ſo, I ſent over half the 
© town in ſearch of Celandine; if he was 
© not found, the ill humour I was in ſuf- 
©ciently teſtified to all about me my 
impatience for the diſappointment ; 
and whenever he was with me, we 
« were conſtantly lock'd up together, and 

N 2 « all 


all the came to viſi me were deny d 
* accels, 


« All this, as may eaſily be ſuppoſed, 
a 1 be no ſecret; ſome of my ac- 
uaintance contented themſelves with 


'« ſhunning my converſation ; ; Others {till 


kept me company, but it was only to 
have the more opportunicy of ſeeing 
and expoſing my folly : I became the 
« derifion even of my own. ſervants, as 
] eaſily have ere ved by the little obe. 
« dience they paid to my commands and 
the pert anſwers they gave, which were 
* alſo accompanied with flecring coun- 
* tenances and malicious grins, when- 
ever I went about to exert my autho- 
* rity over them as a miſtreſs. Oh, how 
* great was my infatuation I I can now, 


With aſtoniſh'd eyes, behold all theſe 


things diſtinctly ; but at that time was 
* blind to all that conduced not to the 
« ratification of my love; or, as I then 

er myſelf, rewarding that of the 
« man whom I conſider'd as the moſt 
faithful, as well as the molt —— 
* of his ſex.” 


— 


Here the tears 3 again to flow, 
but ſhe ſoon dry'd them up, and pur- 
ſacd the thread = her diſcourſe. 


My 


has wat aac ee 
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« My husband, I believe, continued 
ſhe, was the laſt perſon ſenſible of the 
diſhonour I had brought upon him; 
but he could not long eſcape the hear- 


« ing of what, had he not been blinded 


by his too good opinion cither of my - 
« ſelf or Celandine, he needed not to 
have beea told. Iam apt to think hov'- 
« ever, that he gave not an entire credit 
to the ſtory, for if he had he would 
* not have taken the pains he did to be 
convinced. | 


He left Celandine with me one da 
« pretending that ſome very extrao i- 
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* nary buſincſs call'd him abroad; but, 


' inſtead of going out, went and con- 


ſelves perfectly ſecure, we retir'd f on 
after his ſuppoſed departure: we had 
not been there many minutes before he 


ner as could admit no doubt of the 
crime we were guilty of; Celandine 
ſnatch'd up his ſword which lay in 
the window, and immediatly drew it, 
expecting he ſhould have occaſion to 
uſe it; but my husband in the ſame 
moment eaſed bis apprehenſions on that 


5 See, by ſaying, with a voice which 
N 3 had 


* * * A * - -_ * * * - * - 


ruſh*d out, and ſurpriſed us in a man- 


we 


ceal'd himſelf in a cloſet within our 
bed-chamber, into which, thinking our- 


Ya WP IIs re 
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had more of grief than anger in it,” 

Put up, fir, I have not forgot the 
obligations I have to your family, and 
am only ſorry to find you have taken 
© this method to acquit me of them; 
«« all ] defire is, that you will leave my 
* houſe directly, and that from hence- 
forward we may be utter ſtrangers.” 
* —Celandine was in too much confu— 
ſion to make any anſwer, and went 


, Ry with all the Ape he could. 


2 


As for m my wretched ſelf, ads, 


have given wings to my feet, and made 
me fly the preſence of an injured huſ- 
band, riveted me to the bedſide on 
which I was fitting z my blood was 
all congeal'd, my ſpirits ccas'd to epe- 
rate; he upbraided my ingratitude and 
perfidiouſneſs in terms which I muſt 
confeſs they merited ; 1 heard all he 
ſaid, but had it not in my power 'to 
make the leaſt reply, or to excuſe, or 
defend my crime, had it been in 
words to do either; but at that time 
I was indeed bereft. of ſpeech as well 
as motion. Having vented ſome par! 
of his indignation in revilings, he flung 
out of the room, and left me in the 
condition 1 have deſcribed. 


No 


which one would think ſould rather 
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No ſtupidity ſure ever equalled mine; 5 
a death like numbneſs had ſeiz'd all my 
faculties; what little ſenſe I had Was 


contrive any means to render them 
more OPENED: 


6 aA = 6 aa a 


« How lows I rema: dz or how. much 
longer I ſhould have remain'd in this 
« lethargy of mind I know not; but 


it was almoſt dark when I was rous' d 
out of it by the ſudden appearance o 


an elderly. woman, a relation of my 
« husband's, who with a ſtern voice and 
* countenance told me, that ſhe was fent 
by him to take care of his ſamily; 


and that I muſt immo ez go out 


6 of the houſe. 


This meſſage, and the manner in 


« which it was deliver'd, ſtung me to 


0 * [ths very ſoul; rage and diſdain now 

quickened every nerve, I was all on 
| — and raved againſt mr. y — in 
terms which, would have made any one 
* who heard me think, tart it was myſelf, 
not he, who was the injured pzr4on. 


N 4 * To 


bewildered and confuſed; I could not 
even reflect on the misfortune to Which 
my folly had reduced me, much leis 
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To this ſhe coolly anſwer'd, that it 
* was not her buſineſs to argue with me 
on theſe points; that ſhe had diſchar- 
« ged her commiſſion in ſignifying my 
* husband*s pleaſure to me; which, ſince 
* I did not think fit to comply wich, he 
* muſt come himſelf and put an end to 
the diſpute; adding, that he was not 
far off, and ſhe would ſend direcly 
* for him. BEE, | 


All my courage again forſook me, 
the fight of my husband at this time 
was more dreadful to me than any 
thing I could ſuffer in being baniſh'd 
from him; beſides, my reaſon now 
* Convinced me, that after ſo full a de- 
« tection of my crime, I could not hope 
to live under the fame roof with him; 
at leaſt not till a long ſeries of peni- 
* tence and ſubmiſſions ſhould give me 
© a title to his forgiveneſs; I therefore 
called the woman back, perceiving ſhe 
was going to do as ſhe: had ſaid, and 
© told her, that fince it was my husband's 


© will I ſhould depart, I would not pro- 


« voke him by my diſobedience. 


In ſpeaking theſe words I ſtarted up, 
went to the drawers, put a night-mob 
in my pocket, hurried on my capu- 

| chin, 
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© chin, order'd a coach to be call'd, and 
ſeemꝰ d in as much haſte to be gone as 
my husband was. to get rid of me; 
« while I was doing this his kinſwoman 
« deſired I would take the keys with me, 
* ſaying, that if I ſeni them iu the morn- 
© ing ſhe had orders to let me have 
E 04 thing belonging to me. 


« Very well, reply'd 1 careleſsly, 1 
« ſhall know in the moraing, what I 
« have todo.” The coach being at the 
door I ſtepr haſtily into it, and made 
« the fellow drive me to a milliner's in 
« Covent-Garden, whoſe cuſtomer 1 had 
« been for a conſiderable time. 


I choſe this woman's houſe for an 
* aſylum in my preſent diſtreſs, not da- 
ring to apply to any, one of my rela- 
tions; nor did I think it proper as yet. 
© to truſt her with the whole ſccret ot 
my guilt and my misfortunes ;, I only, 
told her, that I had a quarrel with my 
husband and had ſwore. not to lech 
« with him that night ; 5. ſo deſired ſhe 
« would be hoſpitable enough to afſori\ 
* me a bed, as I Knew ſhe ad one to 
ſpare. F 
The former part of that night [ n 
© in the moſt cruel agitations,” but to- 


N 5 wards 


LY {2% + 
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© wards the latter grew ſomewhat more 
© compoſed ; the vivacity of my temper 
© repreſented to me, that J was not the 
« firft woman who had liv'd in a ſtate of 
© ſeparation from her husband; that the 
« diſcourſe of theſe things was ſoon over; 
©that I had a lover who would always 
«* ſupply me with the neceſſaries of life; 
and that the loſs of reputation would 
be attoned for by the endearments of 
«* ſo worthy a man: thus, alaſs! was m 
* 3p;dgment miſguided by my fond paſ 
« fion for that ungrateful wretch. 
e diſpatch'd a meſſenger to him next 
morning, he came immediately, deſired 
I would provide a handſome lodging 
for myſelt-; and aſſured me, with a thou- 
fand proteſtations, that his purſe and his 
« perſon ſhould always be at my devo- 
tion: notwithſtanding this I wrote to 
my husband, excuſing my tranſgreſſion 
as well as I was able; he ſent me all 
the things I had left behind; but re- 
turn'd for anfwer to my letter, that he 
was determined never to ſee my face 
again; and that all he would do for 
me was to pay for my board, on con- 
dition I would retire to a farm-houſe 
an hundred and fifty miles from Lon- 
* dcn, and never more.come back. 


« Gladly 


r 
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2 Glad! y chiniaed I accepted: of Celan- 
© dine*s offer, —hired an apartment, and 
* thought myſelf as happy as a woman 
in my cireumſtances could be.— I was, 
« indeed, but too well ſatisficd with my 
condition l wanted for nothing that 
I deſired, and had more than I could 
have expected of the company of the 
© man 1 priz'd above the world but 
alaſs ! theſe golden days were of a ſhort 
continuance, too ſoon I found, by ſack 
© experience, thar-a' lover, as well as 4 


husband, could grow cool on a ſure 
« poſſeſſion.” Rags, „ . 


© T cannot, We accuſe him of be- 
ing a niggard to me in his allowance 
« for my 421 but loving him to 
that exceſs I did, it was an adequate 

- © return of love which alone could make 
* me truly bleſt. , 


At laſt he talk'd of colig to Bath; 89 

© I teſtify'd an extreme deſire of accom- | 
« panying him; but he endeavour'd to | 
put me off, by pretences which ſeem'd [ 
to me very trifling, till I infiſting upon | 
his taking me with him, he plainly 
told me that I muſt not think of it, 
for he was to go with perſons by whom f 
a it Was wholly improper I mou be 
* {cen. f 
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* ſeen. I wept, but he was not ſoftened 
by my tears, only laying ten guineas 

on the table bid be conſole myſelf with 

that till his return, and then took his 

leave with the ſame careleſs air as he 

could have done of the moſt light ac- 
1 


„ FX; axX- 


give both to my love and ü —1 
+ faw, by the manner of his refuſing, that 
there was ſomething more at the bottom 

« than he made ſhew of,, and reſolved to 
fathom it whatever ſhould, be the event; 

« —accordingly, as he left London one 
* day ina ere 1 follow'd the next 


in the Nagp-coach," . a Sonny: Fa 


ee the ne on on ho” wild 
lengths, to which the folly of her paſſion 
had tranſported her, made her again un- 
able to proceed, and the company were 
obliged to give a truce to their curioſity 
till ſhe recover d herſelf enough to go on 
with her narrative, in the manner which 
will be een in the W 1 chapter. 


S 


CHAP. 


CHAP, XXVI. 


2 ill gratify the readers i mpati ence 
with the concluſion of mrs. M---"s 
biftory.; and alſo with what effetts 
the recital of it produced in the 
minds of thoſe who beard 6611 lucy » 


HE . mrs. M— han, | 
dried up her tears, and made the 
beſt apology ſhe could to the ladies for 
this interruption, reſumed her diſcourſe 
in theſe words : 


I took up my lodgings on my 1 
« rival here, ſaid ſhe, at the inn where 1 
* alighted, and ſent immediately in 
« ſearch of Celandine he came the next 
day, but his looks, before he ſpoke, 
* made me know how little he was — 2 
* ſed with ſeeing me, I thought ma- 
« dam, ſaid he, I ſaid enough to pre- 
vent you from coming hither; and am 
«« furprized you ſhould act in a manner 
«M2 war to my eee 8 


i ad cher be in tek: 


0 able to live ſo long a time without him; 
1 
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and a great deal of ſuch fond idle ſtuff, 
which he as little regarded as indeed 
it deſerved; — he inſiſted on my re- 
turn 20 London the next morning; 
« which after ſome tears, I at laſt pro- 
* miſed to do, on condition that he 
« would dine with me. that day. It was 
with ſome difficulty I prevail'd upon 
him to give me his company, even for 
« the few hours I requeſted it ;—nor 
© would I have taken ſo much pains to 
* obtain ſo ſmall a favour, if I had not 
flatter d myſelf with being able to win 
him yet further to my puypoſe.* 


© Bur-my hopes deceived me,—in vain 
I try'd all the arts that love inſpir'd me 
« with, —he was inflexible to all my in- 
©rreaties, —unmoved by my indearments, 
and treated all I faid to him on the ſcore 
of my ſtaying here with fo much con- 
« tempt, that the pride and ſpirit which 
my paſſion for him had but too much 
* quell'd, began to rouſe themſelves in 
me ;—l told him that he had no right 
to preſcribe the place of my reſidence; 
that Bath was equally as free for me as 
for himſelf; and that would not leave 
it. On this he ftarted up, and with a 
« countenance full of ſpite,.— “ Tis yery 
well, ſaid he, you then may ſtay; but I 
fancy you will find it extremely diffl- 

h «cult 
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« cult to ſupport yourſelf either here or 
« any where elſe without my aſſiſtance, 
« which you may be aſſured I ſhall ne- 
« ver afford to one who acts in oppo- 
„s ſition to my will.“ 


© The conſideration of my wretched 
_ © circumſtances made me tremble at this 
© menace, and again reduced me to ſub- 
* miſſion; I unplored his pardon for 
the raſhneſs of my paſſion, and pro- 
© miſed I would hereafter do in every 
thing as he would have me; this paci- 
« fied him; and fitting down again, 1 
« would have you, ſaid he, behave like 
« a reaſonable woman, and one who 
„% knows the world; our amour has 
ce been of a long continuance, and you 
« cannot expect a man like me ſhould 
« always confine himſelf to one object: 
« to deal ſincerely with you, I am here 
c on the invitation of a woman of con- 
« dition, whom I have the good fortune 
to be well with; if you offer to inter- 
% fere with my pleaſures I have done 
« with you for ever; therefore, it depends 
ce entirely on yourſelf to keep me your 
« friend or not. | 


© It is amazing, even to myſelf, t 
think how I had the power to conceal 
© the, agonies which rent my heart at 

4 4221 N » this 


"_ m 
* 1 — P — N * 4 * he w = 9 * * 
Rt AN ee By S nets 3 » - 0 — — bs 
- 3p — 2 4 ors © 2 wk) 45 4 ws. n oy 4 X — — = 
\ = YI 2 4 R _—_ nnd — 5 = * I 8 COL 3 — 
er K ä „ * — wn 90 px hes 2 a — 2 . / R 
. I 4 % D 7 TIRE" 2 — — — ** a l — N 
wy * b 2 1 * OI _ — 1 — 
= — ns 23 0 8 F & wg —— —— 
— —— — — — — 0 . > * — * 
7 . — : ha — * — a & 
- 7 > a " 
K — - | — * — : 
* F : L V, 
- 7 * 
3- 
: 5 
7 


= . — 8 


— 


888 
32 * - 


"IF 
— 


— 8 — 
—ñññ q —— 


* * 
SED 1 
— —  —— — 
1 
1 


280 The HISTORY ff © 


* this impudent declaration; yet it is 
certain that I did ſo: I avow'd to do 
« every thing he required of me, and 
to regulate my conduct henceforward 
« ſo as never to offend him; he ſeem'd 
* pleas'd with my aſſurance, put five 
guineas into my hand to defray the un- 
«© neceſſary expence, as he called it, of 
* my coming hither, gave me. a kiſs, 
* wiſh'd me a good journey. to London, 
and then left me to indulge the tranſ- 
* ports of a rage the more violent for 
ae been ſuppreſs'd. 


21 did not, however, waſte much time 

in giving way to emotions which would 
neither avail my love or my revenge; 
to think of doing what I had promiſed 
to him was far from me; I reſolved to 
«© ſee the face that had ſupplanted me in 
« his affections; how afterwards I would 
« behave I did not then conſider : this 
« was the firſt great point on. which my 
„ foul was fix d; and to accompliſh it 
« 'went that evening and hired a lodging 
© in the moſt private part of the town: 
the people of the houſe, on my ſignify- 
ing to them that I wanted an adroit 
boy, or young fellow, to run on errands 
and wait on me while I ſtay'd at Bath, 
# were ſo kind to help me to one exactly 
* fit for my purpoſe; he had been a 
18 705 ke L TITER) « waiter 
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 * waiter in a coffee-houſe laſt - ſeaſon 
hen Celandine was here, and knew 
0 him perfect] y well. | | 


The chief buſineſs 1 pee him 
in was to ſtand centry near the houſe 
« where Celandine lodg'd, to watch him 
« wherever he went, to find out the 
names and characters of the perſons he 
_ © viſited, and to bring me an exact ac- 
8 COUNT. 


By the diligence of this mths I 
« diſcover*'d that he viſited here every 
day; that he conſtantly attended three 
ladies from hence to the walks—the 
. 1 room — the play, and all public 

laces; that one of theſe ladies he 
« ſeem'd moſt particularly attached to; 
and that ſhe was calPd lady Speck. 


Mr. Ede turn'd his eyes on lady 
Speck, at theſe words, with fome fſur- 
priſe ; ſhe was in a good deal of confu- 
fion and cried out, Your ſpy was miſ- 
taken in his intelligence in this point, 
* his attachment was equal to us all, 


and I dare ſay was equally regarded.” 


Pardon me, madam, reſumed the un- 
© fortunate hiſtorian 3 I knew not then, 
* nor am yet certain to which of you 


the 
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* the name of lady Speck belongs; you 
* will not —— that in thoſe bmcnts 
5 * of my jealous rage, I wiſh'ꝰd deſtruction 
on the charms that had undone me; 
but this unlucky day above all I was 
* leaſt able to command my paſſion ; the 
* boy brought me word that he had ſeen 
* Cetandine in the walks with two of 
you, whom preſently he quitted and 
* hurried to this houſe; on which 1 
* concluded the third lady who ſtay*d at 
« home, and to whom he was in fo 
much haſte to retire, was the - perſon 
* who I ſhould henceforth look on as 
my rival; and at that inſtant fired 
© with emotions, to which reaſon can 
« ſet no bounds, I 'muffled- myſelf up 
as you ſee, ran through the . like 
one broke looſe from Bedlam; on my 
coming here I found the door open, a 
« ſervant-maid was doing ſomething in 
the hall, and on my enquiring for 
6 Colandind ſhe told me he had come in 
a little before, and ſhe believed was 
© then in the arbour at the lower end 
of the garden, for ſhe had ſeen him 
C * paſs; that way; I - flew directly to the 
place-ſhe mention'd; but the fury I 
« was in had ſo blinded me that I did 
not readily perceive the entrance; I 
heard the voice of my. perfidious lover, 
< and thruſt * head through the 2 
| and 
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and my whole body had certainly 


broke through that ſlender partition, 


if thoſe who occaſionꝰd my deſpair had 
not that moment ruſh*. out of the 


place: at this ſight diſtraction took 
poſſeſſion of my brain; all hell and 
its worſt furies were in my heart; I 
drew my penknife, reſolved to ſheath 
it in the villian's breaſt ; but I know 
not how it was, continued ſhe, addreſ- 


ſing herſelfto Jenny, you, madam, were 
neareſt to me, and the blow I meant 


for him, in my . miſtaken. rage was 
aim'd at you: what follow'd I am 
wholly ignorant of ; for my diſappoint- 


ed rage ee upon myſelf, together 
] 


with the rude blow the. villain gave 


me in wreſting the penknife from my 


hand, ſtopp'd all the ſprings of life, 


till your charitable endeavours put them 
again in motion, and called me back to 
ſenſe, to ſhame, to miſery, and the 
racks of thought.“ | 


Thus did mrs. M 


tedious narrative; but did not give over 
ſpeaking till ſhe afreſh intreated par- 
don of the company for the diſturbance 
ſhe had occaſion'd in the family, and. of 


Jenny in particular, who had ſuffer'd 


moſt. through the extravagance ſhe. had 
been guilty of; to which that young 


lady 
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lady, with a great deal of ſweetneſs, tho 
not without bluſhes at the remem- 
brance of Celandine's behaviour, reply'd 
ir theſe terms: © I can eaſily forgive the 
* fright you put me into, ſaid ſhe, as I 
«* know not but it was your ſeaſonable 
« interruption which chiefly. preſerved 
me from a worſe miſchief than that 
* which I was a pang wan by * 
* miſtaken jealouſy.” $67) 


I did not know, my dear, ſaid miſs 
Wingman with a gay ain, that the in- 
clinations of Celandine were devoted 
to you; or that he left us ſo abruptly 
in the walks on purpoſe to have the 
pleaſure of entertaining you alone.“ 
penny was about to make ſome anſwer, 

ut was prevented by mr. Lovegrove, 
who haſtily taking up the word, cried 

out, Tis difficult, madam, to know the 
« realinclinations of a man ſuch a Celan- 
dine; for | take him to be one of thoſe 
* ſo elegantly deſcribed by mr. Rowe in 
_ © his play call'd the Fair Penitent: 


A ſinging, dancing, worthleſs tribe 
' they are, 

Who talk of beauties that they never 
ne, 

And boaſt of favours that they ne'er 


od. 
"= | ts 


Ir MMV and JENNY JESSAMY. 285 
In repeating theſe lines he fix'd his 
eyes on lady Speck, who ſceming more 
than ordinarily penſive, and making no 
anſwer, he went on; The poet, reſum'd 
che, throughout that whole performance, 
« ſhews himſelf very much a friend to the 


ladies, eſpecially when gives them this 
advice: 


Were you, ye fair, but cautious whom 


you truſt, 

Would you but think how ſeldom 
fools are juſt, =: 

80 many of . ſex would not in 

ain, 

Of faichleſs men and broken vows 
complain. 

Of all the various wretches love has 
made, 


How few have been by men of ſenſe 
betray'd; 
Convinc'd by reaſon, aer your 
power confeſs, 
Pleas'd to be happy as you te pleas'd 
to bleſs, »* oy; 
And conſcious of your.. worth * 
never love you leſs. 


Here enſued a ſilence, which W 
had continued yet longer if it had not 
been broke by miſs Wingman, that 
young lady having her thoughts more 
at l than any of the reſt of the 


co Mpany. 
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company, and who indeed loved talking 
-ſo well, that it was a pain to her to for- 
bear it for any conſiderable time. Turn- 
ing towards mrs. M —, I am fur- 
priſed, madam, ſaid ſhe, that your un- 
faithful lover having the confidence to 
AO his guilt, by teHing you that he 
came down to Bath on the invitation 
of a woman of faſhion, that you had 
not the curioſity to aſ him the name 
and quality of the perſon for whoſe 
fake you were undone ; ſince he had ſo 
© little diſcretion as to let you into one 
1 oo of the ſecret, he would certainly 
* have made you acquainted with the 
hole, if you had deſired it.“ 


It muſt be confeſs'd, rejoined Jenny, 
that ſuch an enquiry would have been 
highly natural in mis. M——; and, if 
* anſwer'd to her ſatis faction, might have 
$ faved her the trouble of employing 
an emiſſary to watch the motions of 
Celandine; but for my part, I have 
little cauſe to wiſh it had been ſo; 
I ſince it was to her miſtaken Jealouſy 
J was indebted for the ſeaſonable relief 
I received from the inſolent imperti- 
*<--nencies of that vain and unworthy cox- 
1%iicomb.” 1 io | rt 0 | 
T4133 = { C:4iitd 1 
2 It is alſo poſſible, madam, cried mr. 
*4L ovegrove, in an extraordinary emotion; 
n | | « ſuch 
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© ſuch an eclairciſement might have been 


attended with worſe conſequences than 
you think on. Who can tell, added he 
with ſtill more vehemence, but that he 


ſome lady who wants not an admirer 
'zealous enough to have vindicated her 
reputation at the expence of his own 
life or that of the traducer ?? 


> 
o 
* 
might have mention'd the name of 
4 
4 
6 
& 


© I know not, replied mrs. M— ſigh- 
ing, what conſequences may have been 
8 what might have enſued 

y the diſcovery of my rival; but this I 
am certain of, that I was ſo ſhock'd at 
his ingratitude, ſo aſtoniſh'd at his 
aſſurance, / and fo terrified with his me- 
naces, that I had then neither preſence 
of mind nor courage to put the queſtion 
to him.“ Ts | 


Lady Speck, who had not ſpoke one 


ſyllable for a conſiderable time, now af- 
tected a prodigious gaity du cœur, The 
demand you mean, ſaid ſhe, I believe 
*-would: have been to very little purpoſe; 


« I dare anſwer Celandine would have 
been ſtrangely puzzled to have inform- 
ed you in any PEG of the fond 

ake he came to Bath; 
men of his romantic diſpoſition wor- 
* ſhip images of their own formation; 


* boaſt of viſionary favours, and take as 
much 
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much pleaſure in the ſhadow as others 
dds in the ſubſtance. 


True, madam, cried mr. Lovegrove 

* gravely ; but if they ſhould happen to 

© aſſign real names to their ideal miſtreſſes, 

what but the blood of ſuch a villain 
could attone for his preſumption ? 


No reply was made to this ; and mrs. 
M— thinking it would beſt become her 
to take leave of the company, which ſhe 
did in the moſt reſpectful manner, every 
body aſſured her they pity*d her misfor- 
tunes, and that they ſincerely wiſn'd ſome- 
thing might happen to extricate her from 
the labyrinth in which ſhe was at preſent | 
involv'd. | t 


After ſhe was gone, there ſoon re- 

main'd none but miſs Wingman and 
: 12 to maintain a converſation; mr. 
Lovegrove, a good deal diſconcerted at 
ſome paſſages he had heard related by 
mrs. M ». pretending buſineſs. call'd 
him, went away; and lady Speck, who 
was extremely out of humour, and had 
been at ſome pain to conceal it, took 
this opportunity of retiring to her cloſet, | 
in order to compoſe the troubles of her 
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